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The author (right) discusses the amended act with Stewart McDonald, FHA administrator 


Estimated Monthly Cost of Building or Buying 
a Home Under Revised National Housing Act 
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Value inimum |Amount | Average Monthly Payment* 
iof House | Down of 
and Lot [Payment Mortgage 15 Years [20 Years 05 Years 
$3,000 $ 300 $2,700 $28 $24 $22 
4,000 % 400 3,600 37 33 30 
5,000 500 4,500 47 41 37 
6,000 600 5,400 56 49 a 45 
7,000 800 ~ 6,200. ‘ 65 57 
8,000 | 1,000 7,000 | 74 65 
10,000 “1,400 8,600 91 80 
12,000 2,400 9,600 103 91 
15,000 3,000 12,000 129 113 


























*Based on maximum mortgage of 90% appraised value on first 
$6,000; 80% on amounts over $6,000. Figures include (1) pay- 
ment on principal, (2) taxes—estimated at 2% of appraised value, 
(3) fire insurance—estimated at 4 of 1 percent of appraised value, 
(4) mortgage insurance premium—estimated at an average over 
the period, rather than on amortized remaining principal; in nearest 
approximate dollars. (Payments in beginning will be slightly 
higher than figures show; lower at end.) Appraisal and inspec- 
tion fees, title search costs, etc., must be added to down payment. 
In some mortgage loans under FHA, the lot is taken as down 
payment, or partial down payment. 


WE ALL GET A BREAK! 


a 


Here are the facts on the amended 
National Housing Act and what they 
mean to all of us who havea burn- 
ing desire for a better home 


By Gove Hambidge 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT 


—_— but especially the 
little fellow—who is most of us—is fi- 
nally getting a break. The amend- 
ments recently written into the Na- 
tional Housing Act are primarily for 
his benefit. They’re intended to make 
it easier for him to make the down 
payment on a home, and easier for him 
to carry the mortgage after he gets it. 


IN A NUTSHELL, the two major 
financing changes, so far as the in- 
dividual new-home wanter is con- 
cerned, affect all homes in this way: 

First, mortgages of $5,400 or less 
are favored by the mortgagor’s having 
to pay only 14 of 1 percent insurance premium and by 
having the maximum length of his mortgage extended 
to 25 years, instead of 20, as heretofore. In other words, 
the total cost of the home doesn’t matter so long as the 
mortgage doesn’t exceed $5,400. 

Second, the down payment on homes costing less than 
$6,000 is cut in half. Where you would have had to pay 
20 percent down under the original Act, you now pay 
only 10 percent. Even for homes that cost $10,000 
the necessary down payment has been cut as much as 
30 percent. 

Two other changes in the Act mean a monthly saving 
in dollars and cents. First, the service charge of 4% of 
1 percent has been eliminated. The saving in the first 
year amounts to about $2 a month on a $5,000 mort- 
gage, and it brings the total interest rate on all mortgages 
down to well under 6 percent. Second, the charge for 
FHA insurance is now based on the [| Turn to page 730 
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Now that genuine small-house financing has been made a 
, attention naturally is on the genuine small-home 
to team with it. Turn to the next page—see how one 
has proved that a modern, livable, architectural- 
desirable home for an average family can be built for 
than $5,000, including cost of lot........... 
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CN MINUTES °" HOLLYWOOD 


By Ethel McCall Head 


- IT isn’t one thing, it’s another. As soon as the ar- 
chitect mastered the skyscraper that rears 70 stories 
up and houses a city within itself, the little house that 
costs less than $5,000 popped up to plague him. At 
present the little house is his real problem child. 
For a long time it wasn’t anybody’s child at all. 
From coast to coast, from Main Street to Country 
Club Drive, the little houses were built without bene- 
fit of architect. Most of them turned out as dull and 
unimaginative as the Jukes family. Occasionally 
someone added a swooping roof and a few chunks of 
stone around the front door, and then the house looked 
like Minnie the Moocher dressed for a party. 
Now even the architect finds the small house pretty 
bratty. If he gives the outside a measure of come- 
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hither, the inside is like as not unmanageable. And if 
he works out a solid, efficient interior, then the out- 
side is utterly uninteresting. To make the house ap- 
peal to the eye, satisfy the demands of efficient room 
planning and modern living, and withal make it proof 
against the onslaught of the years is not easy. But 
it can be done. 


For proof, tho this is by no means the only sample, 
we offer this little Cape Cod cottage in North Holly- 
wood, California. It’s the home of Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Power, designed by Architect Leo Bachman. Tho 
small, it’s no kin to the cracker box. 

Look at the mellow brown roof of split shakes, and 
you'll note that it’s divided into three major sections. 
Under the central one is the living-room. In the left 
wing are the kitchen and dining-room; in the right, 
two bedrooms and the bathroom. These roof sections 
show plainly that the house is divided. The effect is 
one of spaciousness and interest rarely found in the 
single-roof house. 

Note how the roof rounds gracefully into the hood 
over the front door. Cute, isn’t it? Practical, too, for 
it does rain in California. And note how the decora- 
tive frieze just below the eaves on the main section 
of the house gives it character. Other fine points are 
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BUILDER: WILLIAM MELLENTHIN MOTT #sTUDIOS 


Compact, immune to western sun and winter rain, built in 1935 for $4,100 including 
lot, this cottage is shining proof that Architect Leo Bachman licked his problem child 


1. 





the nicely paneled front door, the simple latticework 
entrance detail, the excellent brass hardware of Co- 
lonial design, the solid-panel green shutters on the 
living-room windows, and the spacious bay of the 
dining-room windows. These give the street face a 
casual grace most becoming to any little house. 


BuT what about the rear? Is the house phoney—an 
impressive front with nothing to back it up? We’d be 
ashamed to ask you if it was. Fact is, the rear is as 
charming as the front. You'll find a brick terrace, the 
chimney whitewashed, window ledges for flower pots, 
more dark-green shutters—the same careful detail 
and high quality noted in front. And you'll laud this: 
the service door was pushed from the back around 
to the side of the house where it belongs, and where it 
opens directly onto the driveway. This saves the rear 
of the property for garden and patio—for a lovely out- 
of-door living-room. Among the people who care, even 
those with little houses, the heyday of the backyard 
as a catch-all for the overflow from the house is over. 

For the patio, the horizontal redwood siding used 
on the rest of the house was abandoned for vertical 
siding. Why? Why not, when this little variation cost 
no more and added a refreshing note. Mr. and Mrs. 
Powers rest in stillness and privacy on the patio. 


SIMPLY studying the exterior of this cottage shows 
us what design can do for a little house without ap- 
preciably increasing the cost. Now go inside and find 
out if Architect Bachman has licked his problem 
child. See if there’s plenty of closet room; if space is 
used economically. You enter the living-room direct- 
ly. Yes, a hallway would be nice, but you can’t have 
quite everything. The roominess of the living-room is 
surprising. It’s no oversize dog house. Antique white 
plaster walls contrast with the darkly stained beams 


of the ceiling and with the soft dark color of the hard- 
wood floors. For further interest, there’s the fireplace 
set in a panel of knotty pine. 

At the end of the living-room is the dining-room 
—small but adequate. The big bay window makes the 
room seem quite spacious. And the kitchen is a de- 
light! Even the little woman who likes to eat out all 
the time. would love to cook in this kitchen, paneled 
as it is with knotty pine. Best of all, look at the door 
leading to the patio, so that waffles on Sunday morn- 
ing, tea for afternoon callers, or supper in the evening 
are managed without running a marathon. 

Now cross to the bath and two-bedroom wing. The 
small hall there wastes no space. There’s ample pro- 
vision for linen storage and wardrobes, to say nothing 
of the separate shower stall, which certainly is rare 
in a small house. 


CHECK the house plan for comfort and efficiency. 
From the bedroom hall you can go to the patio, or 
directly across to the kitchen without entering the 
living-room. From the living-room you can go direct- 
ly to the patio and garden. And, as we said, it’s only a 
few direct steps from the dining-room and kitchen to 
the terrace. Thus the three sections of the house are 
all tied together with the patio and the out-of-doors. 

There are no tricky touches that boost costs with- 
out adding quality. Simple wainscots skirt the bed- 
rooms, with wallpaper above. Wall heaters supply 
adequate heat. Plumbing is good quality, not showy. 

All in all, the little Cape Cod cottage has settled 
down in the shadows of the mountains as if it had 
been there always. Could our austere New England 
forebears see it today, gleaming white behind its 
picket fence and rose bushes on a quiet, sunny street, 
they’d choke up with pride and admit they'd been 
pretty smart lads to have created anything’so splendid. 
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If you can't read your mail or your handwriting, 
then here's your answer—a delicately scaled 
standing lamp for use at small table or secretary desk. The 
young lady is right-handed, so the lamp is located at her left. 


NAV f Here's a charming blend of yester- 

day’s furnishings with a lamp of to- 

day correctly placed toward the rear of rocker—the perfect 
setting for reading. The lamp has three-way switch, no candles. 
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By Mary Webber 


, a can’t blame Abraham Lincoln for do- 
ing his work by firelight. He just didn’t have 
anything better. But no flickering eyestrain 
for us! Banished, even, are the glaring, spotty 
lamps of yesterday. Instead, smart modern 
affairs like those pictured here offer soft, com- 
fortable lighting and perfect protection for eyes 
and nerves. Except for numbers 3 and 8, all 
carry the certification tag showing that they’ve 
passed the high standard requirements of the 
Illuminating Engineering Society, organized to 
promote seeing safety. Each conceals a dif- 
fusing bowl to subdue and control light and 
reduce glare. 


For just that right light for a particular 

lace, different lamps call for different-size 
bulbs. Or a lamp may have a three-way switch 
to furnish various intensities with the same 
bulb. So when you buy, explain the use you’ll 
make of your new lamp, and where it’s to be 
placed. You’ll be certain, then, that you’ve the 
lamp and the bulb for the purpose. There’s no 
need, by the way, for a lamp to be on your left 
unless it’s for desk work or sewing. 

So here they are—nine types of lamps, suit- 
ably scaled, and developed to do duty with 
any sort of furniture grouping. 


Co-operating With Better Homes & Gardens: 1 Lamp, 
Sandel; Furniture, Heywood-Wakefield. 2 Lamp, Colonial- 
Premier; Furniture, Karpen. 3 Lamp, Railley; Furniture, 
Drexel. 4 Lamp, Artistic; Table, Imperial. Courtesy, Mar- 
shall Field & Co. 5 Lamp, Mutual-Sunset; Furniture, 
Robert Irwin. 6 Lamp, Lightolier; Furniture, Tomlinson. 
7 Lamp, Rindsberger; Piano, Musette. Courtesy, Lyon & 
Healy. 8 Lamp, Rembrandt; Furniture, Kroehler. 9 Lamp, 
Almco; Furniture, Tomlinson. All photographs made for 
Better Homes & Gardens by Hedrich-Blessing Studio. 











At last a reading-in-bed lamp that's 


Generously tall and with just the right an- 
kind to the eyes! It comes in so many 


: gle to its shade, this lamp for the little table 
styles of shades and period finish that one of them is bound to* sheds light where it's most needed. Use it in combination with 
other types of lamps in a room because it lights only one spot. 


be lovely no matter what your bedroom's decorative scheme. 


























No danger of hand shadows and MUM) € \n place of end-tables do you have a 

bothersome reflections with this mod- long coffee table in your davenport 

ern lamp, designed for desk work. Place it at the left-center of group? Then matching floor lamps, one at each end, will give 
the table where it can also serve a chair on the other side. you fine lighting for an evening of knitting or of reading 


| Continued on page 66> 
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By Katherine Rogers 


HEDRICH-BLESSING STUDIO 


: just isn’t a formula for lovely windows. Perhaps that’s 
what makes curtaining them such a fascinating business. If your 
room is furnished in Early American or some other period, make 
your draperies part of the picture yet keep them practical. 

If you’ve a view, make the most of it—but most of the time 
you'll find you need shades, blinds, and heavier curtains for privacy. 
If you’ve a sunless north exposure, try sheer glass curtains in off- 
white for that feeling of warmth and light. Or if you’ve loads of 
sun flooding your room, temper it 
out of kindness to youreyes and your 
furnishings. Treat your windows as 
you do your pictures, making them 
important decorative notes in your 
rooms. 

AR In these photographs you'll no- 
A ; ' ' ‘ meen ott pet: ao tice that most of the curtains are 
Just anything won't do for the win- 3 4 2 Uy ts - Se floor length. This does seem to add 
dows in the Modem room, so play . «oa dignity to a room, but if your way of 
safe with net glass curtains and he ° “ ¢ 
living or type of window still calls 


textured draperies hung in simple - . ’ . 
ai Tie idan aitaahiaall Aanadhs for the briefer sort, don’t hesitate. 


ment would fit admirably in other Pen ae agit 2 ms Like a lot of other good things, short 
types of rooms thruout the house ' ; a " curtains never go out of style. 











€ You've one of those high little windows that 
often happen in breakfast nooks, dining- 
rooms, and even living-rooms? Then dress it 
in a narrow cornice and fine net curtains with 


brief draperies of a small-patterned chintz 
RICHARD AVERILL SMITH 





WESLEY BOWMAN STUDIO, INC HOME WINDOW DECORATING GUILD 
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So softly sheer that it darkens the hallway not at If you want to use plants in front of your windows, here's 
all, this full net curtain with its high tiebacks is an ideal treatment, for the lace net curtains, gracefully 
the perfect answer to the problem of the tall, draped back, let the sun flood into the room. Shades in the 
arched, staircase window. It can be hung on a __ new spring-leaf green further carry the out-of-doors feeling, 
metal banding which can be bought by the foot, while the painted wood cornices, with their quaint, colorful 
and is pliable enough to fit any arch or curve __ stencil design to match the chairs, add a decorative note 


THE COLUMBIA MILL4, INC 
<A room with plain painted walls and plain 
floor-covering seems always to demand a 
patterned drapery. In any Eighteenth-Century awe : 
room furnished in mahogany, such as this din- [ims : 
ing-room, a glazed chintz or flowered linen H = aie] 
is just the material for the draperies. In this [ER 
lovely simple window treatment note the fullness of the glazed chintz 
draperies over the floor-length glass net curtains. The valance isa piece 
of the chintz, edged, like the draperies, with a brush fringe. These dra- 
peries mounted on traverse rods can be pulled together in the evening 





If you have small windows over bookshelves each 
side of your fireplace, here's a clever way to 
handle them, using Venetian blinds the same 
as on your large windows, but only one drapery 


For a too-sunny exposure, temper your light 
with a double row of glass curtains framed by a 
tailored valance and floor-length draperies. 
Or try these double-deckers thruout the house 


Continued on page 73 > 


RICHARD AVERILL SMITH 





AT HOME WITH 





By Christine Holbrook 


Better Homes & Gardens’ 


Home-Furnishings Director 


FIRST FLOOR 
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ALL PHOTOGRAPHS BY DONNELLEY STUDIO 
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HE home in which these inviting rooms appear 
was designed by John Normile, Better Homes & Gar- 
dens’ building editor, for his own family. The fur- 
nishing and decorating were done entirely by Mrs. 
Normile, pictured below. These peeps at her handi- 
work illustrate better than words can describe how 
any woman can by exquisite use of color introduce 
into a home that gracious charm and restfulness 
which contribute so much to pleasant living. 


Yellow, chartreuse, rose, and gray form the exquisitely un- 
usual harmony in the living-room. The fireplace surmounted 
by a mantel of French design, with beautifully proportioned 
paneling above, is flanked on either side by bookshelves 
which extend the length of the room. Matching love-seats in 
chartreuse-striped upholstery speak of pleasant evenings at 
home. The quaint china pieces are parts of a hobby collection 
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Again the living-room, and now you see 
how the pearl gray paint on walls and wood- 
work joins with the rich deep rose of carpet- 
ing and draperies to form a most subtle back- 
ground for chartreuse—the high note in the 
furniture’s upholstery. Venetian blinds in the 
generous bay window match the wall color 
and set off the rare old rosewood melodeon. 
Now and again dark walnut and shadowed 
books accent the light fruitwood pieces, 
adding charm by contrast. White lamps and 
shades seem to melt into the warm gray of 
the walls, while here and there more china 
treasures add ugfce touches to the room 
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uf One step up from the rose and gray living- > 

¢ room is the family dining-room, handsome 
with white-striped wallpaper, textured tur- 
quoise carpeting, turquoise moire draperies, 
and light fruitwood furniture. Even the table 
ormaments are of matching turquoise glass 
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< A symphony in warm pastels greets you in the large bed- 
room, of which this is a corner. Walls and sloping ceiling 
are papered in a fine, pin-stripe peach tint, with window 
blinds matching. A brown and white figure highlights the 
chintz draperies with their clear lemon-yellow ground and 
brown ball fringe. The rich brown from the carpeting is 
echoed in the brown-quilted satin slip-covers on the easy 
chair and stool. The head and foot of each twin bed 
are sheathed in the same lustrous material as the chairs 








A mirror, cut to fit, has been 
used skillfully to surface this 
dressing table between two small 
wardrobe cabinets in the dress- 
< ing room adjoining the bedroom 





Painted blue to key with the back- 
ground in the chintz curtains, the 
alcove in the boy’s room houses a 
table and handy bookshelves 


<A shallow wall recess, lined with 
glass, lends a pleasantly origi- 
nal touch to the yellow bathroom 





No dark and gloomy hallways in this house! 
The birch stair-rail and woodwork are stained 
a honey color, giving them the look of old 
maple. The soft gray-blue wallpaper carries a 
formal design with a warm tone repeating the 
color of the woodwork. Russet was chosen for 
the background of the floor-length draperies 
hanging over light blue Venetian blinds 





Mirrors and more mirrors line the built-in cabi- 
net in the white and turquoise dining-room, 
reflecting luxuriously the collection of old 
silver pieces arranged there. Clever sliding 
trays in the lower part of the cabinet hold 
table linen and flat silver. The side of the 
mirrored section slants a little, so space was 
found just inside the pantry door for a set of 
shelves just deep enough for plates and a pitch- 
er or two. Gay with many-colored china, they 
offer a surprise note whenever the door opens 


<“A room all my own” is the 
boast of Price, son of the house. 
White walls are broken by Vene- 
tian blinds of marine blue and 
draperies of blue and white. The 
painted chair and bed match the 
drapery blue, the bed-cover is 
of a deep blue washable material 
edged with white cord, and the 
eggplant-hued carpet is figured to 
disguise the natural wear and tear 
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TO YOUR LAWN 


By Alfred C. Hottes 


Associate Editor, Better Homes & Gardens 


ae is one of the prime requisites of a 
good garden, and whether the beds are formal or 
informal it’s very often desirable to edge them in 
some way to emphasize either the straight lines 
or graceful curves. We can edge the beds by 
merely cutting the sod to a neat line with an edg- 
ing tool or a flat spade. Some persons even use a 
butcher knife or mason’s trowel to tidy the edges. 


Metal. Strips of sheet metal imbedded in the soil 
will last for a number of years and are particularly 
useful in edging paths which easily break down 
and become shabby. The use of wooden strips in- 
stead of metal is often a little too showy. 


Tile, Bricks, or Rocks. Because of the expense of 
metal, we may use flat tile, bricks, or stratified 
rock, but it isn’t wise to use the more or less 
globular cobblestones because they don’t merge 
into the planting, but remain as individual con- 
spicuous accents. Furthermore, it is very difficult 
to trim stray grass between such rounded stones. 


Plants. Plant material may also be used for edging. 
Perhaps the most popular of annuals are the Sweet 
Alyssum, with its white flower, and the dwarf 
form of Ageratum in blue, in white, and in pink. 


Among perennials the Carpathian Harebell is 
particularly useful, but I believe that my favorite 
edging plant is the Blue Fescue Grass (Festuca 
glauca) because it has no desire to stray from its 
original position. Dwarf iris, pinks, primroses, 
stonecrops, and Veronicas are used. One of the 
best, however, is a rather shrubby perennial known 
as Germander (Teucrium chamaedrys). It has tiny 
glossy leaves, a compact growth, and small purple 
flowers. For the front of shrubs in dry spots, the 
Goutweed (Aegopodium), with its green and white 
leaves, is popular. 


For a hedge. Dwarf Boxwood, Box Barberry, 
Baby Cranberrybush (Viburnum opulus nanum), 
and Baby Wintercreeper (Euonymus radicans 
minima) are a ve i popular for the closely 
clipped low edgings which can be kept from 8 to 12 
inches tall. Such hedges take a great deal of care 
to keep them in close-cropped neatness. 

In co semi-wild places, of course, it is undesir- 
able to edge the beds either with a tool or by the 
use of any other line of demarcation. It is often de- 
sirable to let the sod run directly to the base of the 
informal shrubs or trees, but where order and prim- 
ness are desirable, cutting the sod to a neat line will 
do much to make the garden look well tended. 





For edging beds, an edging tool with a flat blade is superior 
to the spade because of its knifelike sharpness. Make the cut at 
a slight angle; otherwise the sod edge dries out too rapidly 
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Neat, compact edging plants shouldn't overflow their bounds 
and spread widely over the lawn. Many perennials are low 
growing but few are compact enough for an ideal edging 













Low hedges of Dwarf Boxwood, Baby Wintercreeper, Baby For a formal, prim edging of grass paths nothing is super- 
Cranberrybush, and Box Barberry make neat, formal edgings but ior to sheet metal strips deeply imbedded in the soil. They're 
require a great deal of labor to keep them neatly clipped inconspicuous and neat when set flush with the sod of the lawn 


Cyr 


2. 





Tiles set on end may be orriamental when unusual kinds are Bricks, placed on end, should be sunk at least half their 
chosen. Or they may serve a practical use only when deeply length to make the edge firm and permanent. Unglazed 
sunk in the soil. They may be recommended for flower beds brick, mellow in tint, is more attractive for garden work 
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ing Where there is a slight difference in level the use of strati- BAD. Globular field stones don't make a unified line. Each 
fied rocks is suggested for use along the sides of driveways, stone becomes a conspicuous mass in itself. Furthermore, 
walks, or in front of a low terrace. Set rock plants in crevices stones are a nuisance when trimming the edge of the lawn 


Betrer Homes & Garpens, April, 1938 


No zinnia of recent introduction > 
deserves greater popularity than 
Linearis. It's low growing and 
will flower all season in borders 
and even in sunny window boxes 









Flowers of new California Poppy, 
My Favorite, are apricot-buff 
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By Jean Hersey 


i you’re terribly busy, whether you 


have abundant leisure—whether you’re an expert 
gardener or a beginner—whether your soil is perfect 
or foor, you’ll Jove annuals! Many grow in spite of 
neglect, but with a bit of time, care, and thought, 
they'll do wonders. 

The charm of growing annual flowers is that you 
may want a garden one day, buy it the next, and 
plant it the next. Within a few weeks there will be 
sprouts in all directions. Before many more have 
















To keep the sweet-scented, dou- 
ble nasturtiums in bounds, dwarf 
types have been perfected. This 
one is the fiery Scarlet Globe 


the spot where it's to bloom. Among novelties this 
year is double variety Royalty, clear rosy mauve 


The Quickest Garden 


Be sure to sow annual larkspur seed early, and in > 






passed, a few blooms will appear, and then suddenly 
masses of blossoms, for annuals flower only one sea- 
son and into their brief existence are packed every 
rainbow color and all the sweetest flower scents there 
are. Their short life is indeed a merry one! 

A certain few even dare to defy the first mild frosts 
and, if you don’t live too far north, you’ll be able to 
have your own garden flowers on the table at Thanks- 
giving-time. 


SURELY such an amiable lot of plants deserve 
ample space in all gardens! Some grow low for bor- 
ders, some medium height for the center of the bed, 
and a few are even tall and dense enough for a screen 
planting. There’s some annual just waiting to inhabit 
each of the most puzzling corners of your garden. 
That’s a promise! 

If you haven’t space for a whole garden of these 
flowers, they’re unsurpassable for filling in places 
around the perennials to keep the already existing bor- 
der in perpetual bloom. Each year we scatter cosmos 


























ANNUAL FLOWER-PLANTING GUIDE 


@ Your success in growing annual flowers may 
depend upon how you start your plants. Some 
kinds can be easily transplanted from one spot 
in the garden to another, whereas others will 
surely fail if moved. So follow this guide when 
you sow your seed: 

Annuals you shouldn't attempt to trans- 
. plant, because they will surely fail, are: lupine, 
poppy, California-poppy, prickly-poppy (ar- 


C gemone), hunnemannia, lavatera, mignon- 

ette, sweet pea, bartonia, cape marigold 
S (dimorphotheca), flax, love-in-a-mist, and 
0 nemophila. 


Others which the average person also 
should sow directly into the flower garden, 
rather than transplant, are: zinnia, euphorbia, 
larkspur, sweet sultan, asperula, calendula, 


but it's risky for beginners to try. However, 
zinnia and calendula could be set out from 
pots, as could some of the others. 

Whereas most other common annuals can 
be transplanted safely, certain kinds benefit 
from it. They are: aster, ageratum, balsam 
(don't bruise the juicy stems), lobelia, mimu- 
lus, forget-me-not, petunia, phlox, verbena, 
stock, wallflower, schizanthus, marigold, snap- 
dragon, gaillardia, heliotrope, scabiosa, 
scarlet sage, torenia, and strawflower. 

Many in this last group, particularly those 
which are more or less bushy, will benefit from 
being pinched back. This will make them be- 
come better specimens and bloom more pro- 
fusely. Trimming the roots slightly while trans- 
planting will help, too, because it will make 
them more fibrous and thus they'll take more 
nourishment from the soil.—Siegfried Putz. 


Gaillardias can be grown from 
seed. An English novelty is Sut- 
ton's Yellow Queen. It's single 
flowered, rich golden yellow, 
very profuse, and grows 2 to 3 
feet high. Grow it for cutflowers 











= clarkia, godetia, and salpiglossis. You may 
" be lucky enough to transplant some of these, 
n 
it 
1. 


2S “ae 
. the early phlox and delphinium, while 
- blue moonflowers (ipomoea) grow be- 








seeds among the iris, and zinnias among 


tween the hollyhocks. These latter are 
tiny while the hollyhocks are in their 
prime, but when they’re cut down the 
moonflowers grow quickly and climb up 
the then unused stakes and bloom there 
until frost. Most of all, we love our 
double peach-colored portulaca that 
grows as a carpet in front of the ever- 
greens on the sunny side of the house. 

Then there is a vacant lot next door 
where we once scattered a couple of 
ounces of mixed annual seeds at a quar- 
ter an ounce. What a tangled riot of color 
and bloom that simple gesture caused! 


Simple Rules 
PASINUALS ‘mske but cnc demand, 


and that in loud tones.. They ask for 
sun—and the more the merrier. If your 
garden is in deep shade, chop down a tree 
or plant a fern, for annuals would only disappoint! 

They also prefer light sandy loam but will do well 
in any average garden soil. When you have chosen 
the place where they’re to be planted, cover the 
ground with peatmoss and complete plant food and 
turn it all under about six inches. 

After the ground is prepared let it settle a week or 
so before sowing seed. The ideal time for this is said 
to be when oak leaves have reached the size of a 
mouse’s ear! Now all our neighboring oaks are tall 
and many’s the crick I’ve got in my neck looking up- 
ward trying to decide whether the leaves had reached 
these tender proportions. In a climate similar to New 
York’s and in normal years almost all seed may be 
planted about April 15. That’s if the soil is sandy; if 
it’s heavy, wait another week. 


Sowing the Seed 


EVEN and ample moisture is the secret of getting 
seeds to grow. There are a few artificial tricks to 
achieve this end. Wet burlap spread over the beds, if 
watched and removed at the first signs of life be- 


<€ Hot, sunny beds, not too richly 
fed, are ideal for verbenas. One 
of the season's novelties is Crimson 
Glow. The solid color is deepest 
crimson red available in verbenas 


neath, is one. A light cover of sand sprinkled over 
fine seeds, such as snapdragon, petunia, and nico- 
tiana, helps, too, if the soil is clayish. All these micro- 
scopic seed, incidentally, are but stirred into the sur- 
face of the ground, and so it’s easy to see how a hot, 
drying sun would discourage them but for some 
protection. 

Sow seeds thinly. It may be a lazy way but a nice 
one I think—sowing seeds thinly and where they’re 
to grow. For at transplanting-time not all the young 
seedlings have to be moved and those that remain 
untouched bloom a couple of weeks ahead of the rest. 
When the weather is rainy or cloudy and the plants 
have two well-developed true leaves, moving day has 
come. Water the plants ahead of time. Often when 
plants are growinga coupleof inches apart a small trow- 
el will scoop enough soil with the roots so that they 
never know they’ve been removed. 

This transplanting is the golden opportunity to 
convert rows, planted for convenience, into clumps. 
An annual garden displays its charms to best advan- 
tage if the plants are growing in informal clusters— 
drifts, or what have you. So unless | Turn to page 74/ 
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Cherry Blossomtime! 
. . . and the little-known but tragic history back of 
the Japanese cherry trees circling the Tidal Basin 


By Carveth Wells 


7 \BOUT one hundred fifty years ago a ro- 
mantic French engineer named Pierre L’ Enfant 
conceived the idea of making Washington a 
capital worthy of a great nation. 

’Enfant wasn’t only an engineer but a first- 
class gardener as well; and it was fortunate for 
him and for present-day Americans that George 
Washington was also an engineer and a garden- 
er, for between them they planned Washington 
as it is today. 

Long before the days of L’Enfant, when 
Princess Pocahontas, Captain John Smith, and 
John Rolfe formed the first American eternal 
triangle, a gardener named Pope built his shack 
on the very spot now occupied by the Capitol. 
More interested in food than flowers, Pope laid 
out a small farm on the banks of the little 
stream that ran along the base of what we now 
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know as Capitol Hill; and, being blessed with a 
sense of humor, he named it ““Rome’”’ and the 
stream ““Tiber,”’ with the result that Washing- 
ton’s first gardener was known among his 
friends as ““The Pope of Rome.” 

Several hundred years passed before Wash- 
ingtonians became seriously interested in better 
homes and gardens; for as late as 1800, when 
President John Adams took up his residence at 
the White House, the party escorting Mrs. 
Adams from Baltimore to Washington got lost 
in the woods. Living today are veterans of the 
Civil War who can remember Washington be- 
ing referred to as “The Capital of Miserable 
Huts,” “The City of Streets Without Houses,” 
or “A mud hole almost as bad as the Great 
Serbonian Bog.”’ In fact, only fifty years ago a 
cab horse fell into a puddle on Pennsylvania 
Avenue and was drowned. 


Topay Washington has already excelled 
Rome and even Athens in the magnificence and 
breath-taking architecture of her buildings, 
while her public gardens and parks are among 
the loveliest in the world. 

No matter what month of the year you may 
choose for your visit, you'll agree that Wash- 
ington deserves her reputation | Turn next page 
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<A familiar view that never grows old 
—the beauty of the cherry blossoms 
along Washington's Tidal Basin, the 
shaft of the Washington monument 
piercing the sky in the background 


With the great dome of the Capitol in 
scenic support, a congressman's sec- 
retary glories in the lush beauty of 
Washington at Cherry Blossomtime 
v 





GALLOWAT 


The author, Carveth Wells, and Mrs. Wells, enjoying intimately the fragrant 
aroma of the cherry blossoms. Most of Washington's cherry trees are of the 
single-flowering Somei-Yoshino variety, and begin blooming early in April 


CAMERA GUILD, INC, 


< The magnificent mall, look- 
ing toward the Capitol. 
After many years of beau- 
tification work, perhaps 
now it approaches in de- 
sign and splendor the origi- 
nal plans of General Wash- 
ington and the romantic 
French engineer and horti- 
culturist, Pierre L’Enfant 
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as the Show Place of the Nation; but 
if you can manage to come to Wash- 
ington at Cherry Blossomtime you'll 
discover the Flower Capital of the 
United States. 

Of the millions of people who have 
visited Washington especially to see 
the Japanese cherry blossoms, very 
few know anything about the tragic 
history of Washington’s first cherry 
trees; and believe it or not, those 
cherry trees weren’t presented to 
America by the Japanese Govern- 
ment but were a present from the 
Mayor of Tokio to Mrs. William 
Howard Taft as wife of the President 
of the United States. 

On December 10, 1909, the Japa- 
nese steamer Kaga ‘Maru arrived in 
Seattle with 2,000 young cherry 
trees, which upon examination by 
the authorities were pronounced un- 
fit and sentenced to be destroyed in 
one big bonfire. 


Ir WAS a very embarrassed young 
U.S. embassy secretary who had the 
unpleasant task of informing the 
Mayor of Tokio of the untimely end 
that had come to his gift; but notic- 
ing the secretary’s discomforture, 
Mr. Ozaki, with true Japanese tact 
and courtesy, exclaimed witha smile: 
“Oh, I believe your first President 
set the example of destroying cherry 
trees, didn’t he?” 

There was a laugh and the secre- 
tary looked much relieved, for the 
circumstances were decidedly unfor- 
tunate. However, the Mayor of 
Tokio immediately arranged for a 
larger gift of 3,000 trees to be set out 
in specially disinfected soil. When 
they were two years old, the trees 
were sent to America; and on March 
27, 1912, Mrs. Taft planted the first 
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one in the presence of the Ambassa- 
dor from Japan. 

Several varieties were included in 
the gift, but only the single-flower- 
ing Somei-Yoshino were planted 
around the Tidal Basin, where hun- 
dreds of thousands of people come 
annually just towanderunderspread- 
ing boughs and revel in the beauty 
and fragrance of the blossoms 
whose loveliness is so short-lived. 


THE single-flowering trees usually 
start to bloom about the first week in 
April and remain in flower for about 
12 days, but the double-flowering 
trees in East and West Potomac 
Parks bloom about two weeks later 
and remain in flower for two weeks. 

While the Japanese cherry blos- 
soms undoubtedly are her greatest 
single springtime attraction, Wash- 
ington has many other floral attrac- 
tions that too many visitors overlook. 

Perhaps the very earliest blossoms 
are in Washington’s Rock Creek 
Park where the native Shadbush 
(Amelanchier canadensis) isscattered 
in liberal quantities along the creek. 
Whether this Shadbush is connected 
in any way with shad fish I can’t 
say, but from time immemorial 
Washington and shad have been 
inseparable. 


IN VIRGINIA’S Jamestown days, 
the site of Washington was the fa- 
vorite camping ground of the savage 
Manahoac Indians, who loved to 
celebrate the coming of spring with 
great feasts of shad and shad roe; for 
then, just as today, the silvery shad 
swarmed up the Potomac River in 
countless thousands. Snagging shad 
is one of the great annual sports in 
Washington, but [Turn to page ror 


With its native Shadbush, Flowering Dogwood, Redbud, and mountain-laurel, 
Rock Creek Park offers many beauty spots, both tranquil and breath-taking 
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Wives addicted to Rearrange- 
itis have been exposed to 
pitiless publicity, { but —may- 
be something should be done 
about these husbands who 
ride hard on the hobby. Yet 
maybe, after all, there's noth- 


ing you can do about it! 


“Anytime | expect to see 
him coming up the drive with 
a dinosaur on his back!” 


“Express collect? Four dol- 
lars for that dirt? Never!” 


TRearrange-itis"” BH&G, Nov., 1937 
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HE HAS COLLECT-ITIS*— 


| I Love 


By Grace V. Sharritt 


= has gone in for minerals and fossils now. 
Anytime I expect to see him coming up our side 
drive with a dinosaur on his back. 

Ever since he found the stone which was too nice 
for the rock garden he has been scouting the coun- 
try from the Dakotas to the Michigan copper 
mines, from Kansas to Ohio, for petrified eels 
and rock crystals. Our basement looks like a wing 
of the Field Museum, with gypsum underneath the 
laundry tubs, prehistoric gizzard stones, and other 
precious specimens gracing the shelves which used 
to be devoted to nails and half-emptied paint cans. 

Of course, I should have known before I married 
Dave that he was that way. About hobbies, I mean. 
In those idyllic, boy-meets-girl days, whenever 
we'd find a new restaurant or cafe he’d look the 
menu card over quickly before stowing it away in 
his pocket. Then he’d grin, and kind of muse out 
loud, “Funny, how I like to collect souvenirs. Ever 
since I was old enough to have pants pockets, I’ve 
picked up marbles or something.” 

Maybe he’d go on and describe the darn things to 
me. But if it was Spring or even if it wasn’t Spring, 
I’d be so interested in the way his blue eyes dark- 
ened with excitement or his mouth curved when he 
grinned that I never paid much attention to what I 
have since discovered is a hobby-phobia with Dave. 

Of course, as I say to the girls at the Club, it’s 
much healthier for a man to be collecting rocks or 
iris bulbs than to be running around night-spots col- 
lecting blondes or redheads, or both. Marriage is far 
from monotonous with a hobby-horse husband and 
that’s something to be said for Dave. Altho there 
are times .... 


Our honeymoon had not yet faded from fancies 
into married facts when Davy came home one Sat- 
urday afternoon his eyes aglow. “Hon,” he shouted 
excitedly holding an out-size, bilious-colored teapot 
in his blessed two hands, ‘““My first antique col- 
lector’s gift to you.”” And his gesture was eloquent 
of suppressed pride. 

I smiled brightly altho my heart felt wan. Why, it 
was big enough to serve the American Legion’s an- 
nual dinner, I thought in panic, before I carefully 
said, ““But, Davy, this ‘majoly’ ware or whatever 
you call it, "doesn’t fit in with my blue Wedgewood. 
Or does it?” I hastened on, seeing his disappointed 
face. After all, what was a teapot more or less? Al- 
tho I had my private opinion of the Victorian ladies 
who made that sort of china popular. 

The majolica teapot episode was just the begin- 
ning of a collector’s run on antique china and furni- 





“| had my private opinion of the Victorian 
ladies who made that sort of china popular” 


ture. In the Autumn and Spring when Davy wasn’t 
nosing around in junk shops or dragging me to auc- 
ane sales, we would take long drives into the coun- 

. Just as I’d be adoring the closeness of Davy 
a the outdoors, fragrant with burning leaves or 
flowering quince, he would stop abruptly and | 
knew without looking that someone had carelessly 
left an old broken-down comb-back rocker or a 
washstand in their barnyard and Davy had spotted 
another ‘“‘find.”’ Jumping out of the car he’d mum- 
ble, “A Jenny Lind, I bet my eyeteeth.” 


| DIDN’T want his eyeteeth so I wouldn’t take up 
his offer. But neither did I want the Jenny Lind, 
worm-holed tho it was. Sometimes in a teasing mood 
I’d trill after him, “Don’t be taken in, dear. Re- 
member the whatnot that was not.” 

That would make Davy furious but also more 
cautious. Our basement locker was now over- 
crowded with a Martha Washington sewing table 
which Martha would never have recognized, and 
the fake whatnot which was Davy’s shame. 

Not content with just collecting, Dave began to 
swap relics with dealers. There were times in that 
frenzied trading period when the spool bed I had 
slept in one night, might in twenty-four hours be 
changed into a Welch cupboard or a pair of and- 
irons. Or I might breakfast on the corner of a pine 
chest (for want of better), and at evening preside in 
flushed happiness at a delicately fluted cherry 
Sheraton table. 

I could never be quite sure of ringing up our 
crowd for Friday night supper, say on Tuesday, be- 
cause we might have chairs enough and again we 
might have Seth Thomas clocks or eagle-topped 
mirrors in lieu of seats. It was a haphazard, delirious 
way of living, but Dave has charm and what’s a 
spinet desk or a footstool between a man and 
woman in love? 


AND then one night Davy came home after swap- 

ing the whale-oil lamp, which I really loved, for a 
Soak: Just a book and a poorly bound one at that! 
Never shall I forget the eaea look in Davy’s eyes 
when he reverently laid this musty, dog-eared vol- 
ume on the table. “It’s a Courtship of Miles Stand- 
ish,” he murmured solemnly. “A first edition.” 

I couldn’t quite duplicate the [ Turn to page 82 


*Sometimes called collect-o-mania—an insidious malady which may attack any hobby-minded hus- 
band or wife. Most prevalent among wives, but very serious when contracted by husbands. Contagious. 
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E IN THIS GARDEN 


By Helen Ramsey Fifield 
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PHOTOGRAPHS MADE ESPECIALLY FOR BETTER HOMES & GARDENS BY WILL CONNELL 


In this garden dwell pink-eared rabbits, gnomes, a fawn, and all the little people of Fairyland. To 
enter the garden, push open the witch gate, made of crooked branches, and hear the Swiss bell ring 


See additional photograph on page 7 
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Those who first see the garden must read these words, 


‘53 YOU believe in fairies? I certainly do. 

Indeed, I’m so sure they exist that I’ve even 
made a little home for them in our garden. 

It’s just a little garden. It has only miniature 
trees and plants in it. The ground is all covered 
with soft green moss. In it are a little pool and a 
fairy river. There are also a fairy ring, a rustic 
bridge, a pink-eared rabbit, a little birdhouse, a 
pair of wee love-birds, a red- capped elf, and a 
lovely white fawn. 

These charming little figures add greatly to 
the feeling of the garden. They don’t look out of 
place as garden figures often do. They’re in their 
natural environment and add charm instead of 
discord to the spot. 

There is a tinkling bell on the gate which rings 
whenever you or the fairies enter the garden. 
Little violets and lovely small ferns grow in the 
corners. All thru the garden there is a host of 
small worms, many-legged bugs, busy ants, 
fuzzy caterpillars, short-legged spiders, and 
fairies! Indeed, it’s true that ‘“‘there are fairies 
at the bottom of our garden.” 


BECAUSE this little garden has brought such 
charm to our outdoors and because its spirit has 
so completely taken possession of me, I wish to 
share it with others. 

My garden is about 12 feet square. It’s built 
in two levels, formed by a small brick wall, four 
bricks high. The upper level is about 3 feet 
wide and serves as the “‘woods.” A little path 
runs thru the woods and is made of “sand dol- 
lars” picked up along the seashore. These “sand 
dollars” have a peculiar marking on their round, 
flat shells which look as if fairy feet had lightly 


; r_ 


stepped upon'them in the night. The lower level 
is about 9 feet square and forms the main part 
of the garden. 

The fairies in our garden at ‘Copper Har- 
bor,”’ Los Angeles, California, are fortunate, for 
they have a natural environment as their home. 
It’s secluded under a large Monterey Pine tree 
and surrounded on one side by English Holly 
bushes, on another by mockorange, and on the 
back by a purple wisteria vine which is tied to 
small, bare trunks of Monterey Cypress trees. 


INCLOSING the entire garden is a little rustic 
fence made of weathered Manzanita branches 
over which dwarf ivy plants are growing. The 
fairy gate is made of these branches and the lit- 
tle Swiss bell rings as the gate shuts by its own 
weight on its wooden hinge. Forming a ceiling 
over the garden are long sprays of Cecil Brun- 
ner roses which have been tied to the branches 
of the large pine. Standing on the outside of this 
rustic fence is a black fox which waits patiently 
his turn to explore the land of fairies but which 
he has never been permitted to enter. 

If you were invited to enter the Fairy Gar- 
den you would find many interesting things. 
The ground cover is of thick Curly Moss. 
The “Fairy Ring” is made of little stepping- 
stones, and in the center of the Ring is a dwarf 
Polystichum Fern. A little white china boat 
stands ready for a trip on the green glass 
pond. The yellow primroses, blue bellflowers, 
and violets add their bit of color to the back- 
ground. The sweet-faced fawn looks tenderly 
over to the pink-eared rabbit and seems to say 
with Rose Flyeman: | Turn to page 143 
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“There are fairies at the bottom of our garden” 


PLANNED FOR 


Miss Sixteen 


By Penelope Hastings 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY HEDRICH-BLESSING STUDIO 


These mellow maple Early American reproductions 
just suit the buoyant young girl. Quaint hanging shelves 
offer plenty of space for books and youthful bric-a-bac 


It never goes out of style—the chic, draped dressing 
table for the young daughter's room. And it's even 
more popular when, like this one, it’s well placed, and 
skirted and topped with the same bright material that's 
used in the window draperies. A fitting sheet of glass 
over the dresser top gives the table a practical surface 


WINDOW 


~ 
ce * : ~ 

WALLPAPER, DURAY; BORDER, IMPERIAL; CARPETING, MAS- 
LAND; GLASS CURTAINS, SCRANTON; DRAPERIES AND DRESSING- 
TABLE SKIRT, WAVERLY FABRICS; TRIMMING, MANSURE; 
FURNITURE, CONANT BALL; MIRROR, PITTSBURGH PLATE GLASS 


UR Jean was just 16. Refurnishing 
her room was our birthday gift to her—and 
what young lady wouldn’t thrill to this 
charmingly feminine room planned especially 
for her? Authentic furniture reproductions 
in mellow maple are lovely against lettuce- 
green washable wallpaper all scattered with 
white dots. For trimming there’s a deep 
green ivy wallpaper border running around 
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the sloping ceiling, the windows, doors, and 
baseboard. White was chosen for the wood- 
work, green for the simple floor-covering. 
Filmy net glass curtains flutter behind dra- 
peries of machine-quilted glazed chintz trim- 
med with white cotton fringe. The little skirt 
on the dressing table matches the draperies, 
and the gay note is caught up again in the 
white and red spread on the bed. 


[See page 45 for suggestions for a boy's room] 






















We pile it on thick! 


Press a finger down into the pile of a Bigelow 
rug or carpet and see how lavishly deep we weave 
our Lively Wool. We use only the world’s fastest 
dyes. And with them we have produced a range 
of luscious colors that make the rainbow seem 
tame! See them a// in Bigelow solid-color broad- 
loom (just a few appetizers are shown below) in 
plain weaves and smart textures. Bigelow prices 
are as varied as customers’ budgets, starting at 
$39.95 for a 9x12 rug and $3.50 a square yard 
for carpet. Bigelow Weavers, Dept. +8B, 140 


Madison Avenue, New York. 
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So freshly lovely—so full of Easter sunshine—this springtime table 


with its daffodil yellow, dewy violets, and crystal seems to smile 


a welcome all its own to morning guests or a happy family group 
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BETTER FOODS & EQUIPMENT DEPARTMENT EDITED BY HELEN HOMER 


Sprine BREAKFASTS ENTERTAIN and it’s fan 


when April’s co-hostess and daffodils nod from a nest 
of Easter eggs! Add the frills and you’ve teasing 
spring menus for company breakfast or brunch. 
Doff the little extras and they’re still a fine set of 
“good morning”’ ideas and praise-winners for hungry 
home folks. Miss something? Then it must be that 
cup of steaming hot coffee that’s most certainly 
there—but just wouldn’t fit into our meal plans. 


FRUIT MAIN DISH ACCOMPANIMENT BREAD NICE TO SERVE 


Fresh Rhubarb With Egg Scramble in Ham Grape Jelly Hot Breads Buttered Asparagus 
Pineapple Cuts Nests on Rusks* 


How to Do: To keep rhubarb’s true color and flavor cuts. For scrambling, put all your eggs in a double 
—bake it. Sprinkle with sugar, cover, and bake in boiler. Cooked this way they’re moist, fluffy, tender, 
slow oven (325°) 1 hour. Chill and add fresh pineapple and digestible. For a late breakfast, serve asparagus. 

Table Centerpiece: See “Old Designs for a New Easter,” page 87 


Fruit Compote Fluffy Omelet Crispy Whole-Wheat Melba Toast Breakfast Cocoa 
Frizzled Dried Beef Cereal Conserve 


How to Do: This is an eye-opener and easy, too. preheat both the skillet and the lid. Before folding, 
In a sherbet glass radiate cut pineapple spears; fill slash the omelet 1 inch at opposite sides, and fold 
with chilled fruit cocktail. It’s an omelet trick to as it is rolled onto a hot platter. Fry dried beef lightly. 


Grapefruit With Poached Eggs in Fried Hominy Raisin-Bread Toast Hot Spiced Peaches 
Sliced Strawberries Minced Ham Cups 


How to Do: Center grapefruit halves with a cluster swirl almost boiling water round and round with a 
of sliced strawberries. Use a store gadget for tailor- wooden spoon, then slip the egg into the maelstrom. 
made poached eggs, but it’s kitchen adventure to Fry round minced-ham slices until they cup. 


Tomato Juice Corn-Bacon Waffles* Pastel Easter Eggs Toast Strips Cheese Spread 
Honey Butter Sauce* 


How to Do: Pastel Easter Eggs: Dilute yellow, pink, white eggs preferably. Dip into the color solution. Pastel 
and orchid food coloring or dissolve color tablets in eggs form an Easter rainbow on a crystal plate. Blend 
cups of hot water. Prepare soft- or hard-cooked eggs, cream cheese with crushed pineapple. 


Orange-Lemon April Souffié* Tossed Cereal Hot Cross Buns* Buttered New Peas 
Bracer Vienna Sausages 


How to Do: The juice of half a lemon in a glass of brown sugar or honey. “One-a-penny, Two-a-penny, 
orange juice will rouse any sleepy-head. Let the kiddies bake hot cross buns. With scissors snip a cross wr Al 
toss 2 or 3 kinds of ready-to-eat cereal. Serve with baking. Cool and mark cross with icing. 


Assorted Sliced Creamed Ham in Broiled Tomato No Bread Hot Ripe Olives 
Fruit Platter Toasted Bread Cases* Halves 


How to Do: You'll sing before breakfast and after cases, broil tomato halves, and heat olives in their 
too, because there are no pans to do. Toast bread liquid in the oven. This plate is pretty and springy. 


Mixed Grape and Eggs Individual Glazed Fruits Peanut-Butter Breakfast Chocolate 
Pineapple Juice Broiled Canadian Muffins 
Bacon 


How to Do: To brighten breakfast and plain muffins, ish delight when adults find their names printed on 
fill pans one-third full, top with I teaspoon peanut shells of 3-minute eggs. Use indelible pencil, print 
butter, cover with remaining batter. There’s child- the name, and draw a funny face before cooking. 


*Recipes for ‘‘So Good Meals” on page 127. 


TABLE ACCESSORIES IN COLOR PHOTOGRAPH: GRIBBON LINEN; DUNCAN & MILLER CRYSTAL; 1847 ROGERS BROS.—INTERNATIONAL SILVER CO.; AND SILEX COFFEE MAKER 
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apologies to Eddie 


, TAKES a rag o’living... 
e to make a kitchen 


Guest and surely he’ll agree... 
a handy place to work. 

Take ours for instance. New in 1920, the chief soon 
found her domain lacked little conveniences here and 
there which would have added up an amazing total of 
energy saved over a period of time. Even an inspec- 
tion of today’s new or modernized kitchens often 
leaves the haunting feeling that the builder or re- 
builder overlooked some good bets. 

Gradually we’ve added improvements to lighten 
kitchen duties, and again our kitchen is new. Several 
construction details, such as location of doors and 
windows, prevented an ideal placement of sink, range, 
and other units; but various energy-saving gadgets 
have been installed which go a long way toward 
making up for the unavoidable shortcomings. 

If you were to tour our kitchen for a first-hand in- 
spection, your — would begin with, “Over here 
is the doghouse.” A doghouse in the kitchen! Yes, 
for that’s our name for a swinging-door energy-saver 
that gobbles up old tin cans. It’s merely a box-like 
structure with a swinging door opening to the left of 
the work surface between refrigerator and sink. The 
door is hinged at the top with a weight projected in- 











1 This desk has a plate-glass top, which protects an open cook book 
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Kitchen Energy-Savers 


ward from the inner surface, to hold it shut. (See J/- 
lustration 2.) The box and the door, like the adjoining 
work surface and wall, are covered with marbleized 
linoleum cemented in place. It’s a simple matter to 
flip the door inward with the hand and in the same 
operation release the unwanted can. The weighted 
door closes automatically. The can drops thru a Io- 
by 12-inch chute to a junk box in the basement. 

Near the doghouse a can-opener is attached to the 
wall. It cuts tops cleanly from cans. Bottoms, too, 
are cut, and the can cylinder collapsed, envelope 
fashion, with the fingers or by stepping on it. This 
takes but a few seconds, and prevents the box in the 
basement from filling rapidly. 


THAT takes care of cans and junk,” said the wife. 
‘“‘Now let’s get those drawers so they’ll slide.”’ It was 
necessary to make new drawers, but now they operate 
almost as easily as if on ball bearings. They’re sus- 
pended in a. way that seems to be unusual in wood 
construction. (///ustration 3.) Side pieces of each draw- 
er are thick enough for cutting longitudinal grooves 
about 34 inch deep and 1}4 inches wide. The grooves 
engage - hardwood strips screwed to the sides of draw- 
er compartments. Only where the drawer rests on the 
upper edge of the strips is there any amount of fric- 
tion. This friction is reduced by saturating grooves 
and strips with hot paraffin before assembly. 

Drawer pulling even at best gets to be a nuisance if 
there’s too much of it required in getting a meal. We 
took the most-used, hangable utensils out of drawers 
by building an adjustable peg-holder above a work 
surface. Quarter-inch holes were bored on a slant in 
a strip of wood about % inch thick and 2 inches 
wide. Pegs were cut from a 44-inch dowel rod and 
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2 The doghouse box is an energy-saver that gobbles up old tin cans 
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3 Let's have smooth sliding drawers—these strips make easy going 


inserted in the holes. For small utensils slender hold- 
ers had to be made by driving small-headed nails 
into holes drilled in the dowel pegs. It’s convenient 
to move pegs about for best spacing of utensils. 


PERHAPS the most elaborate energy-saver is a 
towel-drying cabinet—a convenience that wasn’t a 
part of our sink cabinet. It has fan-forced ventilation 
and a heating unit to speed up drying. A conven- 
tional 8-inch electric fan, minus its base, is mounted 
in the front panel of the compartment just above the 
door. (I//ustration 4.) A circular opening is cut in the 
panel for the revolving blades. To discourage dust 
from entering when the fan isn’t in operation, the 
opening is covered with downward-sloping louvres 
consisting of parallel strips of wood or metal, fixed 
at an angle of 45 degrees or so and overlapping 
enough to conceal the blades. 

The metal guard around the fan blades should be 
cut away from the front, leaving enough of the sup- 
porting frame to bend round the screw-heads that 
will hold it in place. In some kinds of guards it may 
be necessary to solder on metal supports for screwing 
the fan frame to the plywood panel. The fan motor is 
toward the inside of the compartment, thereby pull- 
ing air out when in use. If there’s a fan-and-duct 
ventilating system, the drying cabinet could be 
opened into it. 


THE heating unit is placed at the bottom of the 
cabinet and consists of two s00-watt electric coils 
connected in series and supported by insulating 
washers in a metal frame. Such a unit can be made 
by almost any electrician at moderate cost. It must 
be installed in such a way that the coils can’t come 
in contact with any wood. The rectangular opening 
that admits air to the coils is covered by a fine wire 
screen. This screen can be lightly oiled occasionally, 
so that it acts as a trap for lint. Above the unit is a 
guard of 14-inch screen to keep towels away from 
the hot unit. 

Fan and heater unit must be connected to the 
source of electric current thru a time-limit switch. 





By Walter E. Burton 


Illustrations by Sigman-Ward 





4 Fan-forced ventilation and a heating unit speed up towel-drying 


When turned on they run about 15 minutes, and then 
are cut off automatically to prevent over-heating or 
waste of current. The door of the drying cabinet op- 
erates a switch that turns on an electric light at the 
top of the compartment when the door is opened. 
Such switches are on the market, and are known as 
door switches. Parallel towel bars project from the 
back of the compartment. 


A\BSOLUTELY original is a small planning desk 
that has a plate-glass top. (J//ustration 7.) Three 
inches below this top is a sub-top of wood giving a 
space between in which magazines and larger books 
can be kept. But this space was designed to hold a 
cook book in a protected, open position while a pie 
is being constructed from the printed specifications 
which are read thru the glass. The desk compart- 
ments are so varied as to provide storage and filing 
space for all kinds of kitchen records and books. 

Our kitchen has two sinks, a large double-com- 
partment one used exclusively for dishwashing and 
cooking operations, and a small corner sink for gen- 
eral use, such as washing hands and filling scrub 
buckets. Above the larger sink is a diffusing light unit. 

The work surfaces were designed so that they have 
almost no dirt-catching nooks and crannies, and are 
covered with inlaid linoleum. Corners of work sur- 
faces, where they project, are rounded. 

The window sill is also covered on top and edge 
with Jinoleum, black in color to match the floor bor- 
der. When dark-colored linoleum is used for such in- 
stallations, the fabric backing shows as a light streak 
in the exposed edge of the covering. [Turn to page 123 
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By Sterling Patterson 


ae geography and the culinary art exists 
a relationship as close as that of climate to crops, or 
slogans to sales. Man is known, not only by the com- 
pany he keeps, but by the food he likes to eat. Baked 
beans mark the Bostonian. Drip coffee hints at New 
Orleans, terrapin at Baltimore. 

re anni in the sugar section of cookery is terri- 


torial connection intimate. To paraphrase—‘‘Tell me 
what you eat for dessert and I’ll tell you where you’re 
from.’’ Passion for blueberry pie stamps the devotee 
as a New Englander; while a yen for beach-plum 
preserves narrows down his native heath to an area 
not far removed from Martha’s Vineyard. Ripe figs 
and heavy cream are unheard of north of the Mason 
and Dixon line and, conversely, to a son of Alabama, 
Upside-Down Cake is meaningless. 


AX SWEET tooth naturally tends to be localized. 
Few will dispute the statement. But that it may, in 
addition, contribute constructively to the job of 
building sound adults out of adolescents is a conten- 
tion, which, on the surface, appears startling. Never- 
theless, I believe it to be a fact; and in support there- 
of I submit the following evidence. 

Let me explain, at the outset, that the background 
of my family is emphatically Southern and that all 
six of us—quite as much as we dislike the Yankee 
practice of adding sugar to corn-meal muffins—enjoy 
terminating a meal with a definitely saccharine con- 
coction. Furthermore, we like some desserts much 
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<The author and his daughter Harriet. . . . 
“Within 24 hours she tried again. No subse- 
quent feat, no matter how intricate, has been 
so packed with satisfaction as her first cake” 


more than we do others. The only way we 
could be certain of having those favorites, 
during long periods of transplanted residence 
in the East, was to make them ourselves. 
No Northern cook of ours (some of them 
skilled practitioners, too) could ever achieve 
light crullers or velvety charlotte russe, for 
instance. None understood the inner poetry 
of pralines or meringue kisses or really good 
icing. Why, the very terms frightened them, 
as tho they’d been cabalistic phrases from a 
mystic tongue. Icing was identified by most 
of them as “frosting” and that’s a give away. 


As IT happens, unless I can manage an 
occasional ration of authentic tea cakes 
(sugar cookies to you), life for me loses much 
of its savor. If our cooks couldn’t produce 
nostalgic delicacies—by the shades of my 
well-fed ancestors, I could. In deference to 
my heritage (and my appetite) I invaded the 
kitchen on the maid’s night off. 

Within limits, I’m a passable cook. I’ve admitted 
it in type before and, if need be, I probably could se- 
cure sustaining affidavits from fishing companions 
noted for their veracity. Partly, to keep my baad in 
for camping expeditions; partly, to pass on to my 
three boys some of the fun of it; but chiefly, to secure 
sweets that I craved, I engineered a series of father- 
and-son cooking-bees. An engrossing pastime, this 
proved to be; so absorbing, indeed, that I almost for- 
got I had a daughter, who also might be interested in 
learning the kitchen route to a man’s heart. 

Somehow, I seemed to have entertained the notion 
that females just naturally knew how to broil and 
bake, whether or not they’d ever received instruction. 
Girls, I suppose, bring out the Victorian in me. I must 
have assumed that my daughter’s school would teach 
her food preparation along with Zoology I. Decided- 
ly, I was deluded. While her preceptors were not so 
modern, fortunately, as to classify reading, writing, 
and arithmetic among evils to be shunned, they did 
emphasize basketball at the expense of biscuits. 


FAR be it from me to belittle sports. Some of my 
best friends are sports. But a biscuit, light as thistle- 
down, piping hot and buttered—that’s a work of art. 

I was appalled to discover that my daughter didn’t 
know one end of a biscuit from another. And, as for 
cake—well, she wouldn’t have known the peak form 
if she’d met it on the main pike. [ Turn to page 104 
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Chocolate Add gradually 34 cup sugar to 4 stiff-beaten egg whites; 
Dessert Cake fold in 4 well-beaten egg yolks; add 6 tablespoons cake flour 

sifted with 14 teaspoon salt and 4 teaspoon baking powder; 
fold in 2 ounces melted, unsweetened chocolate, 1 teaspoon vanilla extract. 
Spread thinly in 11- by 16-inch pan lined with wax paper. Bake in hot oven 
(400°) 15 minutes. Turn out on cloth sprinkled with confectioners’ sugar; trim 
edges. Remove paper; cool; cut in quarters.Spread 3 quarters with 34 cup fla- 
vored whipped cream. Stack; top with plain layer; match edges. Spread top 
and sides with Hungarian Chocolate Frosting: Melt 2 ounces unsweetened choco- 
late in double boiler; add 4% cup confectioners’ sugar, 1 tablespoon hot water; 
blend. Add 1 egg; beat; add 3 tablespoons butter —Mrs.E. H.Smith, Dallas, Texas. 


Oatmeal Cream 14 cup shortening and 11% cups sugar; add 2 well- 

Chocolate Cake beaten eggs, 1 teaspoon vanilla extract; beat. Sift 1 cup flour, 
4 teaspoon salt, 1 teaspoon soda, 4 cup 
cocoa. Add alternately with 1 cup buttermilk. 
Add 2 cups rolled oats, 4% cup chopped nut 
meats. Bake in 9- by 13-inch pan in moder- 
ate oven (350°) 35 minutes. Peanut Butter 
Frosting: Blend 3 tablespoons peanut butter, 
\4 cup cream, 1 teaspoon vanilla extract; add 
34 cup sifted confectioners’ sugar.—Mrs. 
H. S. Gailey, Collyer, Kansas. 


My Crazy Cake In bowl put 1 cup sug- 

ar, 1 egg, % cup milk, 4 
cup cocoa, 4% cup shortening, 14% cups cake 
flour sifted with 4 teaspoon salt, 1 teaspoon 
baking powder, 4 teaspoon soda; add 4% cup 
boiling water, 1 teaspoon vanilla extract; beat 
3 minutes. Bake in muffin pans in slow oven 
(325°) 30 minutes. Frost with mocha frosting. 
—Mrs. Thomas J. Gardner, Chicago, Illinois. 





COOKS’ ROUND 
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of Endorsed Recipes 


TASTING. TEST KITCHEN 
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Beat 5 egg yolks until thick and lemon colored; add 5 Fluffy Omelet 
tablespoons tomato juice, 34 teaspoon salt; carefully fold Tomato Sauce 
in 5 stiff-beaten egg whites. Melt 1 tablespoon butter in 
heavy skillet. Pour in omelet; spread evenly; cover with heated skillet lid. Cook 
over very low heat 15 minutes. Crease thru center; fold. Serve with tomato sauce 
between layers and around omelet. Tomato Sauce: Combine 244 cups tomatoes, 
2 tablespoons quick-cooking tapioca, 4% teaspoon salt in double boiler. Cook 
15 minutes; add % cup diced cheese; cook until cheese melts. Serves 6.—Mrs. 
Jeanette Pressley, Long Beach, California. 

Note: Use 1 No. 2 can tomatoes for sauce, reserving 5 tablespoons juice for 
omelet. For breakfast serve chilled canned figs, ready-to-eat cereal, Fluffy Ome- 
let With Tomato Sauce, bacon muffins, milk, and coffee. 
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TISING PAGES REMOVED 


ADVER 


TOMMY’S ROOM IS Washable 





<€ For Tommy a com- 
fortable couch-bed 
and drop-leaf ta- 
ble with drawers. 
BELOW: No mat- 
ter if feet are on 
the bed-cover, it's 
washable. [See 
page 34 for sug- 
gestions for an at- 
tractive girl's room] 
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THIS ROOM DECORATED BY MARSHALL FIELD & COMPANY 


By Helen Brooke 
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CURTAINS, SLIP-COVERS, RUG-—FIELDCREST; WALLPAPER--IMPERIAL;: PHOTOGRAPHS BY HEDRICH-BLESSING STUDIO 


MOQNIM 


a good carpet cleaner to keep it fresh and clean. 

Smudges shouldn’t matter on the washable wall- 
paper which covers three sides of the room. The 
fourth wall is a thin sheet of cork—the grandest 
set-up for dart games, map-tacking, and such. The 
lamps (both built according to Illuminating Engi- 


WINDOW 





: eee Get your feet off that bed, and don’t 
spatter the ink!” 

Such parental explosions no longer spoil the 
good times of this young man. Everything in his 
room is washable! 

First there’s the masculine bedroom suite with 
none of those silly feminine gewgaws a fellow’s al- 
ways falling over. The pieces are unfinished Mod- 
ern, shellacked and waxed, but they could be 
painted or stained any color. Either way, they’re 
washable with soap and water. That gaily striped 
bedspread and all the upholstery in the room come 
off to be laundered, as do the zip-up slip-covers on 
the armchair. Even the carpet can be sponged with 


neering Society specifications, with switches for 
low, medium, or strong light) boast parchment 
shades, easily wiped clean with a moist cloth. 


A GOOD deal of ingenuity went into Tommy’s 
bed. The head and foot are two long end-tables, 
with two open-end bookcases at the back corners. 
Behind the big, loose cushions isa chest for bedding 
and pillows. The bed base, which slides back under 
the bedding chest, fits flush against the wall. The 
small chest in the corner beneath the map does ad 
mirably for a seat and at the same time houses 
toys, shoes, and what not. 
Result—the perfect room for the real boy. 
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Newest Note in Home Heating 


7c DELCO 
CONDITIONAIR 


Product of 
GENERAL MOTORS 


The Delco Condition- 
air gives your family 
the healthful benefits 
of winter or year 
*round air condition- 
ing with thiscomplete- 
ly engineered unit. 


The DELCO 
CONDITIONAIR 
— single simple system 
automatically heats, 
humidifies, filters and 
circulates healthful air 
through every room 


H1S remarkable develop- 

ment of General Motors 
burns either oil or gas, and 
provides all the functions of 
winter air conditioning. And, 
you can add summer cooling 
at any time in the future by 
making provision now. 

If you are building — or if 
your present heating system 
lacks modern air condition- 
ing facilities, the Delco 
Conditionair adds value, 
protects your home against 
early obsolescence. 

Delco-Frigidaire offers 
other automatic heating and 
air conditioning products 
including oil burners, auto- 
matic steam or hot water 
furnaces, and water heaters. 


Gt pm a 


DELCO MULTI. 
PATH PRINCIPLE 
of AirFlow promotes 
Hat economy by 
neinane, the air into 
seven thin, quickly 
heated layers. 


“S-CHANNEL” 
principle of Flue 
Construction pro- 
vides more surface 
for absorbing hot 
gases, hence great- 
er efficiency. 


t 


DELCO HEAT 
HOARDER. New 
type combustion 
chamber stores heat 
and slowly releases 
it.Less fuelisneeded 


“t« DELCO- 


FRIGIDAIRE 


TENER 


IRPORATION. DAYTC 


Al more YRS SA 
HIC 


AUTOMATIC HEATING, COOLING AND 
AIR CONDITIONING EQUIPMENT 


MAIL COUPON TODAY! 
Please send me complete information about | 
[J Delco Conditionair ([) Delco Water Heater 
[J Delco Automatic Furnace (1 Delco Oil Burner 
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A towel stretched taut between lines 
is one woman's bright idea for 
quick flat-drying of knitted garments 


APRIL 
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Here's a tubful of timely advice on washing woolens, from 
the importance of the weather to water temperatures. Do's 
and don'ts for pressing and tucking them away for summer 


By Mabel Stegner 


SoMETIME soon you'll wake up 
on a still, clear morning—just too 
calm to last—and it won’t. Before 
mid-morning there’ll be a breeze. If 
your weather nose is dependable, 
you can start right in tubbing all 
those odds and ends of winter wool- 
ens so they'll be ready to catch the 
first balmy whiffs of a breeze from 
the South. It might be best to wait 
tho until the south wind arrives be- 
fore you begin gathering soiled and 
half-soiled woolens that have been 
hanging in closet corners since the 
last cold spell. A warm, gentle breeze 
makes your work easier, your woolens 
softer and fluffer. 

For the sake of getting on with 
this story we'll say the day is right 
and you are about to tackle a pile 
of garments belonging to 10-year-old 
Ted, 6-year-old Betty, and George, 
aged 3. There are Ted’s woolen sport 
coat and tweed knickers; Elizabeth’s 
snowsuit and stocking cap; George’s 
leggings, coat, and hat; woolen 
scarfs, stockings, gloves for all the 
family. You may as well put in 
Father’s flannel dressing gown and 
get all these winter things put away. 


lk THIS is your first effort at wash- 
ing some of these heavier garments, 
you will be less uncertain about the 
outcome if you proceed just as you’ve 
always done since you started wash- 
ing baby’s woolens. It’s a matter of 
time, temperature, ingredients, and 
agitation. 

Let’s consider the ingredients first 
—clean water, soft or softened with 


something as mild as borax or am- 
monia, or use the new soapless pow- 
der that makes rich suds in hard 
water without the use of a water- 
softening agent; mi/d soap and plenty 
of it whether in flakes, chips, granules, 
or bars. A rich suds for woolens takes 
about twice as much soap as for 
ordinary laundering. Dissolve soap 
in a small quantity of hot water be- 
fore adding it to the washing water. 

And here we must talk about tem- 
perature. The rule is to avoid ex- 
tremes all thru the process. The first 
“must” is lukewarm water (go° to 
100° on a bath thermometer) for 
washing and rinsing. Be sure the 
water is right before the woolens go 
in. Never put the woolens in first, 
then decide to pour in hot or cold 
water if the water seems to be the 
wrong temperature. 


DryINa, too, must be done in 
warm, not hot or cold temperatures. 
That’s why a warm spring day is 
perfect for drying woolens. If there’s 
a good breeze to dry the garments 
quickly, spring sunshine in the North 
will not be too hot for garments hung 
on a line. In the South, a slightly 
cloudy day or a spot in the shade is 
best for woolens. Knitted garments, 
spread flat to dry, may be dried in 
the shade outdoors on a warm day, 
or in a warm room well removed 
from excessive heat or cold. Use 
moderate heat for pressing woolens— 
never a very hot iron. 

Woolens object to being rubbed, to 
long washing in the washing machine, 
to tight wringer rollers, to vigorous 
hand wringing, and to being lifted by 
one corner so that the weight of a wet 
piece falls on one [ Turn to page 122 
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Studying made easy! I. E. S. Better Sight Lamps, 
equipped with 150 or 100-watt G-E bulbs, certain- 
ly do help take the strain out of school work. 
Every student should own one. 


Work goes faster in a well lighted kitchen. And 
the new pin-it-up lamps that take a 75 or 100- 
watt Mazpa lamp bulb come in a wide variety of 
styles and provide good light at work centers. 


“Read me a story, Mother.”.. . It’s always a 
pleasant task under the generous diffused light of 
this Three-Light I. E. S. Better Sight Lamp that 
uses one of the new Mazpa Three-Lite lamp bulbs. 





NEW, EASY WAY TO GET BETTER LIGHT-BETTER SIGHT 


Licut ConpITIONING offers a new easy way 
to give a family better light for better 
seeing. Because light conditioning provides 
the right kind and amount of light for see- 
ing, comfort, and beauty wherever eyes are 
used in the home. 





as Mazpa lamps made by General Electric. 
These bright, new bulbs give more light than 
ever before ... at the lowest prices in history. 
Get a supply of these bright, new bulbs to- 
day ... especially the sight-saving 75, 100, 
and 150-watt sizes, and the Mazpa Three- 












SIGHT-SAVING SIZES 



























‘ One way to start light conditioning your Lite lamp bulbs for your Three-Light I. E.S. 100-200-200 WATTS (Three-Lite). . 65¢€ 

home immediately is with the attractive, new Better Sight Lamps. General Electric Co., 50-100-150 WATTS (Three-Lite) . . 50¢ 

LE. S. Better Sight Lamps. Because these Dept. 166, Nela Park, Cleveland, Ohio. ee 25¢ 

lamps are scientifically designed to give sev- NEW, FREE BOOKLET! 75 OR 100 watts ....... 206 

eral times as much useful light as ordinary Fill in the coupon below for oat aha 

t lamps, and they will help beautify your the new, free booklet, “Lux- pees age an ce 

1 home as well. ury Lighting at Low Cost.” ou 

A To get all the light these lamps are designed Packed with ideas on how to 

1 to give, use only good lamp ulbs eee such light your home. geeecccecccessssecessssssssssssssessssssssseces 

~ s General Electric Co., Dept. 166-BH, 4 

° s Nela Park, Cleveland, Ohio. . 
General Electric does not make I. E. S. Better Sight Lamps, 4 Gentlemen : Please send me free of charge your new, . 

» but is glad to publish this in the interest of better sight. : illustrated booklet, “Luxury Lighting at Low Cost.” 5 

? : Name ait : 

| GENERAL@ ELECTRIC = =3 

y sian , . 
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JOHNS-MANVILLE 
DEALERS ANNOUNCE 


A NEW KIND OF 
HOME SERVICE 


Housing Guilds, organized in all 
principal towns and cities, now 
offer complete home service for 
remodeling and home building 





Everyone who owns a home at pres- 
ent or plans to build one will be in- 
terested in this announcement. For 
now, through the organization of the 
National Housing Guild, you can ob- 
tain any building job, from a small 
repair to a complete new home, al- 
most as easily and conveniently as 
buying an automobile. 





Today you get complete service 
and all the help you want from one 
source—your local Housing Guild 
with headquarters at the office and 
display room of the Johns-Manville 
dealer in your community, an estab- 
lished organization. 

Take the question of financing, for 
example. The Guild not only tells you 
everything you want to know about 
the modern F.H.A. loans, but actu- 
ally arranges a source of financing for 
all kinds of building jobs. 








And the Housing Guild is just as 
helpful on every other building prob- 
lem, large or small—for it embraces 
everybody who can help you—archi- 
tects, contractors, financing agencies, 
building-material manufacturers and 
dealers—all operating through one 
central headquarters. 

Building or remodeling, remember you 
don’t have to deal with each individual 
involved. Simply call your local Housing 
Guild dealer, and he, in co-operation with 
local contractors and architects, will ar- 
range every detail of the job for you— 
with one price and with identified respon- 
sibility. Look for the Guild insignia. 








NATIONAL HOUSING GUILD | 


Sponsored by Johns- Manville | 
See opposite page 
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White Walls 


IN AN ORCHARD 


By Ellen D. Wangner 


SNUGGLED among many apple 
trees in West Hempstead, Long Is- 
land, is this well-bred little envoy of 
good planning and good building. It 
has the symmetry, the open scale, 
and the formal lines of a French Man- 
or house. Actually, it’s small—six 
rooms, no wasted space. Its simple 
and classic form belies its true size. 

The exterior is whitewashed brick 
below and smooth plaster above, and 
blue blinds that reach the ground 
strike a rich contrast against the 
brick. All eaves and outside piping 
are copper, the roof slate. Even the 
latticed entrance door has a copper 
roof. The attached garage is reached 
from the dining-room. 


THRruout the house all floors are 
oak, the pine trim painted and en- 
ameled in off-white. The dining-room 
has a recessed china cabinet in the 
side wall, an unusual feature, and all 
radiators are recessed to save space. 
On the second floor there’s a deck 
over the garage; it’s reached thru a 
door in the guest bedroom. 

Wallpaper thruout is Colonial in 
character; in the dining-room it’s a 
figured deep blue above a wide wain- 
scot enameled off-white. The living- 
room has a large fireplace with Co- 
lonial pine mantel, and at the rear 
there’s a veranda reached by means 
of a French door, which with the 
other three windows of this room 
lends much sunshine and light. 

One of the many fine features of 
the step-saving kitchen is a. central 


GUSTAV ANDERSON 
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unit which illuminates, ventilates, 
and cools the kitchen all at once. 


Nk YTE the front facade and entrance 
detail again. The proportions of the 
brick and plaster are excellent. Sof- 
tening the formality of the house, fill- 
ing the doorway with interesting 
shadows, is the latticed shelter. It ex- 
presses warmth and hospitality. 

All told, this little house shows the 
essential economy and beauty of a 
simple but free plan. 
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remodeling sponsored 


by Johns-Manville 
| ines years have been kind to 


our forbears’ lawns and trees 
and gardens, but cruel to their 
houses. The stoop has lost so- 
cial caste. The weathered porte- 
cochére offers forlorn contrast 
to the streamlined car beneath 
it. Gimcracks and pinnacles, 
towers and turrets tell of days 
long since outmoded. 


Yet, when we turn our back 
on the old place and scour the 
community for a new home- 
site, we discover that location 
is a matter of first come, first 
served. Rarely does a virgin site 
provide the landscaped beauty 
of our house of yesterday. 

Discouraged at the prospect 
of an inconvenient or costly lot, 
we turn back half-heartedly. 


Sure it takes imagination to 
mentally strip our old house of 
its ungainly appendages. But 
underneath, is usually a sturdy, 
entirely adaptable structure. 
Modernized, it offers far 
more in livability, size and 
charm than many a new house. 
Remodeling costly? Difh- 
cult? Hard to finance? Answer 
to all three questions is ““NO.” 


HE “new” old house shown 

above is a happy example of 
what can be done with a seem- 
ingly impossible situation— 
and with little actual recon- 
struction. (See the accompany- 
ing floor plans. Note how the 
improved room arrangement 
eliminates wasted floor space.) 

Among the many commend- 
able features is the treatment 
of outside walls and roof. By 
using J-M Cedargrain Asbes- 
tos Shingles on sidewalls and a 
J-M Asbestos Roof, this owner 
not only made a vast improve- 
ment in the appearance of the 
house, but also assured himself 
against the hazards of weather 
and fire. For J-M Asbestos 
Shingles, while fully as charm- 
ing as fine weathered-wood 














J-M Asbestos Roofing 
Shingles for a “‘life- 
time’’ roof; fireproof; 
won't wear out. 


J-M Rock Wool Home 
Insulation for year- 
round comfort; 
fuel bills up to 30%. 












J-M Asbestos Siding 
Shingles; charm of 
wood; but fire-, weath- 
er-, wear-proof. 


cuts 


INCREASING 


The fet Vl 


OF YOUR HOUSE 


shingles, are fireproof and will 
not rot or wear out. 


At the same time, this house 
was made thoroughly modern by 
insulating with J-M Home Insu- 
lation, thereby making i it cooler in 
summer, Warmer in winter with 
substantial fuel savings. 


A wonderful new 60-page book, 
Johns-Manville’s “Home Idea 
Book,” helped the owner at every 
step. It gave him many ideas, saved 
him many mistakes—and much 


by Crawford Heath 
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money. And builders of new houses 
will find the book just as valuable. 
It contains pictures of interest- 
ing houses with floor plans; an arti- 
cle on color; stimulating ideas for 
all kinds of remodeling; tells how 
to finance new houses or improve- 
ments. Mail coupon today. 


This Housing Guild 
Seal identifies Build- 
ing Headquarters in 
your town. (See op- 
posite page.) 








Ist Prize $10,000 | 4th Prize $500 
2nd Prize 2,500 | 5th Prize 100 
3rd Prize 1,000 | 6th Prize 50 





N an attempt to help per- 

petuate and encourage 
the institution of the Ameri- 
can home, Johns-Manville 
will award cash prizes total- 
ing $15,000 for the 110 best 
letters of not over 250 words 
each on the subject, “What 
the word HOME means to 
me, and the three most help- 


” 


which to live. 


WIN 410,000 


(or one of 109 other cash prizes) 


in Johns-Manville's 
“Better Homes for a Better America” Contest 


7 to 10th Prizes = 
50 Prizes 
50 Prizes 3 


Further contest details in 
your copy of Johns-Manville 
“Home Idea Book.” 
Impartial judges will 
award prizes for the best let- 
ters on the basis of ideas se- 
lected, originality and prac- 
tical judgment used. In the 
event of a tie, the full amount 
of the prize will be awarded 


ful ideas I got from the to each tying contestant. 
‘Home Idea Book’ to make Entries must be postmarked 
my home a better place in not later than midnight, 


July 20, 1938. 


SEND FOR 
“HOME 
IDEA BOOK” 


It contains 
dozens of 
stimulating 
ideas you will 
find helpful. 
60 pages. Pro- 
fusely illus- 
trated. Send 
10¢ for han- 
dling and 
postage. 




















N.Y.C. Send me the 


Shingles (1). 


Name. 


Johns-Manville, Dept. BHG-4, 22 East 40th St., 
*“*Home Idea Book."’ 
close 10¢ in stamps or coin to cover handling and 
postage. I am considering remodeling (); build- 
ing (1). I am interested in Home Insulation (J; 
Insulating Boards for extra rooms [(); Asbestos 
Shingle roof (); Cedargrain Asbestos 


I en- 


Siding 











Address 
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SEND THEM TO.. 
YOUR FIILD SYSTEM CLEANER! 


Your rugs will come back bright 
and clean, with soft, fluffy pile, and lively as 
new...so they'll lie flat without wrinkling. 


TACKEP DOWN CARPETING WOW 
CLEANED ON YOUR OWN FLOORS! 



















No need, any longer, to put up 
with dirty carpeting because 
it costs too much to rip it up. 
Your HILD System Cleaner 
will come to your home, sham- 
poo carpeting right where it 
lies, and have it ready for use 
by evening of the same day. 


NEW RUGS AND CARPETS FOR OLD 
WITH FLILD SYSTEM DYEING! 


Perhaps you plan to “do 
over’ the entire house in 
modern style. There’s no 
need to replace good rugs 
and carpets! Now you can 
have themdyedbytheHILD 
System...easily and inex- 
pensively ...to harmonize 
\ with the new color scheme. 


UPHOLSTERY SAFELY CLEAWED 
BRIGHT AS NEWS 















Dirtiest upholstery can now 
be restored to lustrous new- 
ness. If you prefor, your 
HILD System Cleaner will do 
the work in your home...so 
you won't be without your 
furniture even for a day. 


HILD System Service is rendered only 
by reputable firms... your assurance 
of expert workmanship at reasonable 
rates. Write us for name of nearest 
HILD System Operator. 


HILD FLOOR MACHINE CoO. 
Pine 1313 W. Randolph St. 
Chicago, Illinois 











\ 
ASK YOUR CLEANER OR LAUNDRY TODAY! 
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First Aid to Tur 


By Frank J. McGregor 


Your lawn can be damaged at any 
season of the year, even when it’s 
snow-covered. Have you: been careless 
about it during the winter by backing 
the family car over the edges? If you 
have, you’ll discover this spring that 
some repair work is necessary. 
Rutted turf can be brought back 
to the proper level by using two broad- 
tined spading forks. Two people should 
work together. Each one thrusts his 
fork into opposite sides of the rut, and 
then pulls the handle away from the 
rut. This loosens the soil below and 





Raise ruts in turf with spading forks 


raises the turf to its normal position. 
Then pull out the forks and continue 
the process along the entire length of 
the depression. 

Badly chewed-up turf may be be- 
yond repair. Some people make a 
practice of filling in ruts or damaged 
sections of the lawn with new soil and 
sowing grass seed on top. This isn’t 
advisable because the new grass will 
invariably be a light green color and of 
softer growth, and will mark the spot 
where the repairing was done all sum- 
mer long. Furthermore, if the layer 
of new soil is shallow, it will dry out 
quickly, forming a crust. 

Therefore, badly rutted turf should 
be removed. By stretching string be- 
tween stakes and by using a turf-edger 
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New grass in ruts stays light colored 





Lift out damaged turf in strips and 
put in good sod of the same kind 


the damaged grass can be rolled out in 
strips with a spade. Loosen the soil 
below and replace the old turf with new 
turf of the same kind as the rest of the 
lawn. Tamp it down with the back of 
the shovel or by laying a board over it 
and walking on it, and water well. 

It’s possible to fill in a shallow rut 
gradually by putting on thin layers of 
soil every few months or as soon as the 
grass grows thru. Scatter soil over the 
spot, rake it in between the grass 
plants, and repeat when the turf has 
grown thru the soil. 

If you edge your walks and drive- 
ways with a turf cutter or edger to 
make them straight or even, the raw 
edge you leave exposes grass roots to 
the drying summer wind and sun. To 
overcome this, remove a slice of soil 
from under the turf with a spade. This 
done, the grass can be brought down 
to the walk or drive level. Then gently 






NEWLY CUT EDGE OF LAWN 
GRASS ROOTS EXPOSED 















yr —-ROLL OR PRESS 
~ FIRMLY AND WATER DAILY 


ILLUSTRATIONS BY GRETCHEN HARSHBARGER 


roll the turf, and water well for 10 days 
until the grass roots become estab- 
lished. 

After winter, lawns need raking to 
remove debris and dead grass. You can 
use an iron rake, but don’t rip out the 
grass roots. Early spring feeding with 
a balanced plant food thickens the turf 
and so chokes out the weeds. Peatmoss 
gives the grass a rooting medium. 
Where the grass is thin, stir the soil 
with a rake as soon as it’s dry enough 
to work and scatter fresh seed. Roll the 
surface or tamp it. with a shovel or 
board to firm the soil over the seed. 

















Say, mister, you don’t use nearly as much Il) 
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gas and oil since you bought a Chevrolet!”’ 
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/ CHEVROLET, 


The economy you get when you change to a new 1938 MODERN-MODE 


Chevrolet is the kind everybody welcomes, because it is STYLING 


econgmy attained without sacrifice of performance, com- 
gm} ¢ I PERFECTED 
fort, or durability. With a Chevrolet, you save not only HYDRAULIC BRAKES 


in fuel and oil costs, but also in first cost and in oper- 
P GENUINE 


ating and maintenance cost. You get more miles to KNEE-ACTION * 


the gallon of gasoline, more miles to the quart of oil— 
ALL-SILENT 
and, in addition, you get more in style, in comfort, and in ALL-STEEL 


; : BODIES 
safety. In short, you get more motoring enjoyment, satis- ae 


faction, and value when you get a new 1938 Chevrolet. VALVE-IN-HEAD 


CHEVROLET MOTOR DIVISION; General Motors Sales Corporation, DETROIT, MICHIGAN ENGINE 


General Motors Instalment Plan—Convenient, Economical Monthly Payments. 


A General Motors Value. 


A AY LOAN Md 


“THE CAR THAT /S COMPLETE” 








Make CHARM gout 


(|gued... 


... with NU-WOOD 


@ That elusive thing called charm enters 
your home when you cover walls and ceilings 
with Nu-Wood. There’s a subtle something 
about harmonious Nu-Wood colors that 
makes every interior look its best . . . brings 
out the finest features of your furniture and 
decorations. There’s a richness of texture in 
Nu-Wood, too, that adds real distinction. 

If Nu-Wood did nothing but decorate, you 
would want it for the extra beauty it pro- 
vides. Yet, Nu-Wood does far more than 
this. It is an effective noise quieter—bringing 
you the peace and comfort of quiet rooms. 
It adds insulation efficiency—especially im- 
portant if you have air conditioning. And it 
is a permanent finish, freeing you from the 
expensive round of periodical redecorating. 

Available in many patterns and in seven 
warm shades of color—quickly and easily 
applied—amazingly low in cost—Nu-Wood is 
the ideal material for recreation rooms. . . 
game rooms... any room that needs new 
life and interest. Send today for our free 
booklet. Let it open up new possibilities of 
charm and beauty for your home! 


NU-WOOD 


THE INSULATING 
INTERIOR FINISH 


Nu-Wood 










Products of Weyerhaeuser 


WOOD CONVERSION COMPANY 

Room 112-4, First National Bank Bldg., St. Paul, Minn. 
Gentlemen: Please send me your free, illustrated book- 
let showing how Nu-Wood can add new beauty and 
comfort to my home. 
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By J. F. Carter 


Popularity Deserved 


Were going to remodel, 
and have considered shingling 
the exterior walls of our house. 
Is this asbestos-shingle sid- 
ing a good bet? 

For finishing the exterior 
of either new or old houses, 
asbestos shingles are both 
economical and permanent. 
Perhaps that accounts for 
their growing popularity 
everywhere. They’re easily 
applied over any type of 
finish on houses being re- 
modeled (see picture at 
right), and the improvement 
in appearance is notable. A 
number of asbestos build- 
ing-material manufacturers 
are producing these shingles. 


Will Knotty Pine Cup? 


Our builder says knotty 
pine boards for interior walls 
will cup and perhaps crack 
open. Does this always occur? 

Cupping is caused by 
shrinkage of boards. If the 
boards are thoroly kiln- 
dried and are actually kept 
dry until nailed into the job, 
they won’t crack or cup. 
However, mere placing of an 
order for kiln-dried boards 
isn’t sufficient. See that they’re deliv- 
ered dry and kept dry. Almost every 
lumber retailer has means of measur- 
ing the moisture content of lumber. 


To Waterproof Concrete Basement 


How should I go about waterproofing 
a concrete basement? 

The “membrane” method is effec- 
tive. Sheets of waterproof material are 
stuck to the outside of the walls with 
asphalt, pitch, or similar adhesive. For 
best protection the membrane is stuck 
to the top of the concrete footing be- 
fore the wall is poured, and the part 
that extends outside is lapped over 
the wall-covering. Various types of 
felt, cloth, and-other fabrics are used as 
membranes. Copper so thin it weighs 
only two ounces a square foot is now 
available in rolls. This makes an ex- 
cellent waterproofing material; it’s 
strong, rustproof, and only slightly 
more expensive than other materials. 
Two layers are used, bound with pitch 
or asphalt. 


Termite Insurance 


When building a new home, is it 
necessary to guard against termite at- 
tack? If so, how? 

Termite protection is good insurance. 
In new construction cut off all avenues 
of entry with sheet-copper shields. Au- 
thorities agree that such structural 
methods of control as this, which intro- 





oo Question BEFORE THE HOUSE 


A department of answers to building and remodeling questions you ask us 


JOHNS-MANVILLE CORPORATION 


Asbestos-shingle siding is good-looking, economi- 
cal. See “Popularity Deserved,” at left, above 


duce actual barriers, are best because 
they’re sure and permanent. Be sure 
the shields are properly designed and 
sufficiently thick to hold their shape, 
and are installed by a competent man. 


Clinkers in Stoker? 


We're considering installation of a 
stoker but are worried about clinkers. 
How much of a nuisance are they? 

It’s the unburned residue of bitumi- 
nous coal that fuses intoclinkers. Burn- 
ing a hopperful of coal will usually 
leave about a bucketful of clinkers, 
each about the size of a man’s fist. 
Clinkers are removed with tongs every 
day or two; the operation takes only 
two or three minutes. Anthracite coal 
doesn’t clinker, leaves behind a powdery 
ash which, in most anthracite stokers, 
is automatically conveyed to cans. 


Paint for Basement Floors 


Is there any paint product especially 
adapted to use on concrete floors, particu- 
larly basement ones? 

Concrete basement floors are a prob- 
lem because of dampness, but one of 
the leading cement manufacturers has 
produced a concrete floor coating in 
which the binder is a rubber derivative. 
When carefully applied over a thoroly 
cleaned concrete floor, it becomes a 
durable and handsome floor covering. 
It comes in black, white, or any of six 
colors. 





































SEE THE FIRE! 


You never saw such a fire 
before—no other fuel and no 
other firing equipment can 
make a fire like it. The Iron 
Fireman De Luxe Heatmaker 
mixes approximately 15 
pounds of air with each 
pound of coal, and releases 
and burns the rich coal gases 
exactly as needed to heat 
your house automatically with- 
out smoke and without waste. 


HEMAR 


THE WORLD'S FINEST 00 
AUTOMATIC COAL BURNER eens 


















TRADE MARK 
REG. U. S. PAT. OFF 









DE LUXE 







Turns Low-Cost ‘ 
Coal Into Clean 
Healthful Heat 


“That's 





. Automatically y -wesisennmses 9 
Regulates Room 


the job and we haven’t had 
a single heating worry since. 
You know, Iron Fireman 
started the whole automatic 
coal burning industry and 
it’s by far the largest maker 
in its field. I’ve got the 
authentic article!” 


" Electric Brain. It keeps 
our temperature at 72° all day 
and 60° all night. It can ‘feel’ 
the slightest shift in tempera- 
ture and tells the Iron Fireman 
to send up more heat or less. 
Let’s go down and take a 
look at our Iron Fireman.” 


Iron Fireman’s 3 “Here’s the heart of the 


whole business—the fire. 
Right now the Electric Brain 
isn’t calling for heat, so the 
fire’s ‘asleep’. But you notice 
there’s enough heat coming 
from those hot coals to keep 
the air upstairs moving, so cold 
air can’t settle on the floor.” 


4 “Now look at it! See how 

* the fire responds when it 
gets a call for heat from the 
Electric Brain. Isn't it the 
cleanest, brightest fire you 
ever saw? The Iron Fireman 
gets all the heat out of the coal. 
Our fuel bills are lots lower 
now than they've ever been.” 








Temperatures 


NJOY the prestige and satis- 








faction of owning a genuine 
Iron Fireman De Luxe Heatmaker. 
Install it in your present furnace or 
boiler ... and you will have the 
smoothest automatic heating that 
is available anywhere. The Heat- 
maker is offered at the lowest price 


5 es 6 in Iron Fireman history. You may 


* veyor on the Iron Fire- 
man is the smoothest run- 
ning and most durable thing 
of its kind. They take a bar 
of cold alloy steel and wrap 
it around another bar of 
alloy steel, then weld them 
both into one solid piece. at 
That’s real construction!’ air for 


Write for catalog illustrating and 


1. Fires Coal Automatically. 2. Regulates Room Warmth. WRITE FOR CATALOG: Sri ‘or cotslos illustrating and 
3. Prevents Smoke Nuisance. 4. Saves Work. 5. Cuts Fuel Cost. (04! Flow Heatmaker. Sectional, internal views, details of cross section of 


fire, etc. Write name and address on margin of page and mail to Iron Fireman 
1GHT 1998, IRON FIREMAN MFG. 00. Manufacturing Company, 3040 West 106th Street, Cleveland, Ohio. 
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“See that? It’s a lung. It’s there 
"to regulate the amount of air 
the firebed gets, the way your lungs 
automatically regulate the amount 
of air you breathe. It keeps adjust- 
ing the air feed all the time so that 
the volume of air supplied to the 
Iron Fireman fire stays constant, 
approximately 15 pounds of 
every pound of coal.” 





buy it on easy terms. See your 


“invisible” fuel 


No Coal H 


...Coal is an 
when fired by the Iron Fireman “Coa/ Flow.” 
The fuel flows from the enclosed bin (above) to 
the furnace. Iron Fireman Coa/ Flow and Hopper 
models are designed to fire boilers developing up 


dealer, or write the Iron Fireman 
Mfg. Company, Cleveland, Ohio. 
Factories in Portland, Oregon; 

to 500 horse power. Models for anthracite 


Cleveland, Ohio; Toronto, Canada. coal automatically remove ashes. 





See. 















{ CALM of old Cathay is ex- 
pressed in this motif from one of 
the new 1938 Imperial Washable 
Wallpapers. No matter what your 
taste, you will want some of the in- 
triguing new patterns for your own 
home. They come it. glorious color 
combinations never before achieved. 
Important to remember in choosing 
your wallpaper is this—every Imperial 
paper is guaranteed washable and 
fast to light, yet the soft, deep tones of 
true water colors are retained. Ask 
your decorator or paperhanger to 
show you Imperial, always identified 
by a silver label in sample books. 


Use coupon below for Jean McLain’s FREE 
advice on individual decorating problems. 
She will send you sam- 
ples of appropriate 
papers, and tell you 
where to buy them. 


Before redecorating, 
read Jean McLain’s 
book, ‘The Romance 
of Modern Decora- 
tion.”’ It is a helpful 
guide. Send 10¢ to 
cover mailing costs. 


IM)PERIAL 


WALLPAPERS 











Address: JEAN MCLAIN, Dept. B-29 
Imperial Paper and Color Corporation, 
Glens Falls, New York 


Give this information for every room 


Type of Room............. 





Size and Exposure.... wba 





Type of Furniture - 





Color Scheme Preferred_— 


(C Please also send me your book, “The Romance 
of Modern Decoration,”’ for which | enclose 10¢. 





Name 


Street City & State bt 
FRANCHISED DISTRIBUTORS, DEALERS AND 
REGISTERED CRAFTSMEN EVERYWHERE 
Copr. 1938, Imperial Paper & Color Corporation 
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My Sewing Nook 


By Elizabeth Wright 
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Menp1No’s no chore and shear- 
ing out a dress is a real adventure in 
my sunny sewing nook. When we 
built our large bedroom there was an 
alcove with a double casement win- 
dow left between the two closets. 
Waste it? Not we! With a bit of car- 
penter work it was transformed into 
the most inviting corner in our home. 

Before the window we installed my 
new desk-type sewing machine on 
which I sew or write letters with sun- 
light and fresh breezes on my work. 
On my right are four drawers for the 
sewing gadgets we all accumulate. 
In the first are my patterns, filed 
systematically to avoid “pawing.” 
The second is the button drawer, new 
ones still on their cards, white and 
colored buttons each in their own 
little boxes. The third drawer holds 
those fascinating scraps of new cotton 
prints that I’m piecing into an old- 
fashioned, flower-garden quilt. In the 
bottom drawer are odds and ends of 
crochet thread, bobbins, and my box 
of embroidery threads. The cup- 
boards above hold my boxes of lace, 
cut quilt pieces, Christmas-tree orna- 
ments and so forth, each box neatly 
labeled. The tall closet-like space 
conceals partially finished garments 
and those to be repaired, each on its 
hanger. 

Over here on my left are four long 
drawers, one for family mending, one 
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for new materials to be made up, and 
the third for my rug-making pieces. 
Above these drawers is a large door, 
hinged at the bottom, which lets 
down to make a perfect cutting table 
or a handy pressing board. Behind 
this door I’ve tucked away my pin- 
cushion, scissors, a small electric i iron, 
and a pad for pressing. The high 
double doors hide pillows and mis- 
cellaneous bedding. 


Bur the best is still a secret. Open 
the clothes closet doors to the right 
and you'll see why I covet this space 
for my sewing nook. On the back of 
the door is a full-length mirror which 
aids me in fitting my new dress — 
when I have a new dress. 

The end of your bedroom arranged 
as a sewing nook may well offer a 
chance to work out an effective and 
even a dramatic color scheme, for you 
can paint the nook part a smart color 
contrasting with the rest of the room. 
Let the cupboards and drawers on 
each side match the color of the doors 
and trim in the rest of the room. The 
ceiling, if done in color, might have 
its color carried down onto the walls 
of the nook. The curtains used should 
of course match those at the other 
windows in the room. In planning 
your sewing nook, remember the im- 
portance of good lighting for evening 
work or for sewing on dark days. 

























HINK OF IT! Exquisite lace 

net curtains that are no more 
dificult to launder than table linen 
. . . that need no stretchers to keep 
them looking store new . . . that do 
not shrink, stretch or fade! 


Scranton’s Triple-Tested Craftspun 
Curtains introduce an entirely new 
type of finish, one that makes them 
instantly more attractive to the eye 
... lovelier to the touch ... perma- 
nently beautiful. 

Combined with Scranton’s method of 
manufacture and beautiful new patterns, 
this finish makes possible the finest lace 
net curtains ever produced. To assure 
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durability, all yarns are either double- 
or triple-thread—at no point is single- 
ply yarn used. Threads are twisted, or 
tied-in-place, to prevent slipping and 
further to protect the curtains during 
laundering. 


In addition, all curtains are expertly 
tailored with matching hems and adjust- 
able tops, all ready to hang . . . No sew- 
ing is necessary. Since they do not shrink 
or stretch, refitting is eliminated. These, 
and other exclusive Scranton features 
will save you time and money. 





As advertised in 
GooD 
HOUSEKEEPING 


Every Scranton 
Triple-Tested Craft- 
spun Curtain is guar- 
anteed by Good 
Housekeeping, as 
advertised therein. 
Look for this seal on 
every Scranton label. 





Seal of the 
American Institute 
of Laundering 


The use of this seal 
signifies that every 30 
days Scranton Craft- 
spun Curtains are sub- 
jected to the most ex- 
acting washing tests 
by the American In- 
stitute of Laundering. 





TRIPLE-TESTED 


When buying lace net 
curtains, make sure 
they carry this seal. 
It assures you that the 
curtains have been 
triple-tested, for 
shrinkage, stretching 
and fading—and 
need no stretchers. 


Scranton’s Exclusive Finish available 


at NO EXTRA COST 


Scranton, and only Scranton, is produc- 
ing lace net curtains with this remarkable 
new finish. Yet, they cost no more than 
ordinary curtains. 

Scranton Triple-Tested Craftspun Cur- 
tains are now being shown in leading 
stores for the first time. When buying your 
new curtains, be sure they all carry 
Scranton’s Triple-Tested Seal and Guar- 
antee. They are your assurance of lasting 
beauty without drudgery. 


CRAFTSPUN CURTAINS 





“THE NET OF THEM ALL” 





See.. afte .. Page 8 
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A troubleproof 
window speaking! 

Here’s a window 
that always works 
easily and smoothly 
—never requires 
fixing from one year 
to another. It has no 
sash cords to break, 
no pulleys to jam. 
It won't swell and 
stick in warm,humid 
weather; and it won't rattle any time! It's 
the “‘all-year’’ window for all climates. 

It's Silentite, the “Insulated Window,” 
made by Curtis! Yes, Insulated! It's several 
times as weather-tight as an ordinary win- 
dow—saves as much as 25% of a fuel bill, 
according to many homeowners. That's be- 
cause it’s weather-tight—made weather- 
tight with an entirely new and foolproof 
system of weather-stripping that’s built into 
the window unit at the factory. Silentite is 
a wood window—because wood gives last- 
ing satisfaction. And it is given a special pre- 
servative treatment to add still longer life. 

If you want good-looking, ‘‘painless’’ win- 
dows for your new or remodeled home, 
choose Silentite, the troubleproof insulated 
window. And Silentite is made in casements, 
too, also “‘insulated,’’ also troubleproof. 


* 
CURTIS COMPANIES 


SERVICE BUREAU 
Dept. BHG-4 Clinton, lowa 
OTHER CURTIS PRODUCTS: 


Sectional Kitchen Cabinets - Exterior and Interior 
Doors - Frames - Trim + Entrances + Moldings - Panel 
Work - Cabinet Work - Mantels - Stairways - Shutters 
Screens - Storm Doors and Windows - Garage Doors 
Mitertite Door and Window Trim 


Sold throughout the Country by 
Reliable Dealers. 











winvow 


CURTIS COMPANIES SERVICE BUREAU 
Dept. BHG-4, Clinton, Iowa 

Please send your book, “Curtis Insulated Win- 
dows,” containing full details on heat-saving and 
“painless” Silentite Windows. I am planning to 
Build [] Remodel [1] 
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When you build a house, remember to put 
aside something in the budget for its setting. If 
you can purchase such a magnificent tree as this 
spreading elm, then you are more than fortu- 
nate, for the value of such a tree cannot be esti- 
mated in dollars and cents. Here the owner has 
been doubly wise, for he heightened the effect 
of the natural setting by adding the white rail 
fence. This is backed by a clipped privet hedge 
which continues along the side boundaries and 
on the right separates the garage from the 
front yard. A straight gravel walk and lilacs 
by the front door complete the picture. 


There are several noteworthy points about 
this doorway on a house of the popular sim- 
plified classic style: It’s straightforward and 
devoid of ornament, in keeping with the severe 
lines of the house; its single-blind door pleas- 
antly repeats the insistent horizontal lines of 
the lattice on the lower story; it has bull’s-eye 
lights in the fixed transom, a soffit light that is 
appropriately plain; and it has lattice to sup- 
port vines just beginning to creep up over it. 
It’s a good example of traditional motives 
modified to accord with modern taste. 


This is a detail of a window in the same 
house as shown above. Notice that a double- 
hung sash is used of stock size but without the 
vertical muntins. Notice too that the spacing 
of the panes in the windows conforms to that 
of the lattice, and that the slats in the opening 
in the parapet above repeat the pattern of those 
in the door. The lattice here too will be sof- 
tened by vines which already have a good 
start. Then it will be somewhat less dominant 
than it appears in the picture but, if the vines 
are kept properly pruned, it will still be an 
important part of the design of the house. 


Another and more familiar way to use a blind 
door is seen in this Cape Cod cottage. This is 
one of the simplest and most appropriate 
means of obtaining an inviting doorway in this 
type of house. The substantial white chimney 
with black band, the low eaves, and the grad- 
uated clapboards, are al] authentic Colonial 
notes. And the raised terrace, retained by a 
dry stone wall—appropriate in the woodsy 
setting—is a happy and practical addition. 


One of the problems that result when dor- 
mers break the eaves of the house, and conse- 
quently the gutter, is the placing of the down- 
spouts. As each separate section of the gutter 
must be drained, they multiply in accordance 
with the number of dormers and are apt to be- 
come conspicuous unless carefully placed. The 
method of placing them here is preferable to 
the device sometimes seen of joining two 
downspouts just under each dormer, since the 
vertical lines of this arrangement are less con- 
spicuous than diagonal ones. 
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KROEHLER SUITE NO, 5644 (itLusTRATED) 


PEOPLE OF TASTE say this new Kroehler living room 
furniture is the smartest and most satisfying they have 
ever seen. 


But beneath the beautiful exterior is the hidden quality 
that makes Kroehler furniture so luxuriously comfort- 


able and durable. 


Kroehler’s new Sturdi-flex seat and 5-Star Construc- 
tion eliminate all construction materials that wear out 
easily. Kroehler seat springs don’t wobble, sag, or break 
down. Kroehler cushions don’t become matted, lumpy, 
or unshapely. Kroehler furniture gives you the same 
nerve-easing relaxation year after year. 


See the latest styles at your dealer’s today. You can 
identify Kroehler-made furniture by the label under 
the cushions. Test the comfort, compare the prices, be- 
fore you buy. Learn why Kroehler far outsells any 
other furniture. 


“TI love that Gin hither look 


about Rroehler Furniture” 


STAR OF THE NEW 
UNIVERSAL PICTURE, 
a72 “THE BLACK DOLL" 





















Kroehler 5-Star Construction Includes 








* SCIENTIFICALLY CONSTRUCTED HARDWOOD FRAMES wager 
* NON-COLLAPSIBLE SPRING-FILLED SEAT CUSHIONS 

Look under the 
% ONLY CLEAN, SANITARY FILLINGS cushions for this 


uide to quality 


* NON-SAGGING STEEL WEB SEAT UNDERCONSTRUCTION 
* KROEHLER QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP 


RROEHLER 
FURNITURE 


For Living Rooms, Bedrooms and Dining Rooms 








WORLD'S LARGEST FURNITURE MANUFACTURER 





Operating Ten Large Factories 











See.. .. Page 8 




















Now You'll Want 


VENETIAN BLINDS 
More Than Ever 


THE famous Columbia Residential 
Venetian BLINDS which add refine- 
ment and charm to your windows 
are now made with an enclosed 
head—a neat, small wooden casing 
with a beautifully moulded face. 
This enclosed head conceals the top 
mechanism as well as eliminating 
the heavy tilt rail and the unsightly 
light streak at the top of the BLIND. 
There are other improvements to 
the popular Columbia BLIND, such 
as smooth action tilt, positive auto- 
matic safety stop, all of which have 
recently been developed in the 
Columbia Research Laboratories. 
The new enclosed head makes 
Columbia BLINDS the last word in 
smartness when measured and fitted 
by a selected Columbia Authorized 
Dealer. Send for “Book on Blinds”. 


It is free for the asking. Reais bas 





| THE COLUMBIA MILLS, Inc. 
225 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Please send me your ‘Book on Blinds” 
and the name of an Authorized Dealer. 


Name 
Address 
City “ State 
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The Roof Iris turns Chinese housetops blue-lavender with its blooms 


We Grow Iris 


FROM 


SEED 


By Anderson McCully 


WiNTER winds swing down the Chi- 
nese gorges, just as they pull thru the 
famed vale of Kashmir, but the thatched 
roofs cling tight, held fast by Nature’s 
anchor, the Roof Iris. In spring all the 
low housetops are a glory of wavy-mar- 
gined flowers—lilac- crested, blue_laven- 
der, streaked with violet and purple. 

In Japan this obliging little plant is 
used, too. But here in America we treas- 
ure a single rhizome planted carefully in 
the rock garden or in some choice corner 
of the border. These wild kinds are 
scarce, tho charming, and prices for 
many of them have seemed in inverse 
proportion to their size. 

We wanted to grow them in our gar- 
den, so we thought of seeds. Our first 
trial was in a 6-inch flower pot which 
held the whole nickel’s worth of seed so 
easily counted! Eighteen months from 
our December sowing, a good little 
sweep of blue-lavender reminded us of 
all Kashmir’s storied beauty every time 
we went down our garden path. 

That’s one of the grand things about 
sowing these species iris, for unlike the 


big border types, bloom can often be 
had in no longer time than it takes to 
grow the general run of perennials. 
Species iris come true from seed, and be- 
cause the seeds are almost as large as 
sweet peas, they’re easily handled. 


Discovery: We adventured with wild 
iris for years. After getting acquainted 
with irises which make their home in the 
Himalayas, we discovered that Ameri- 
can mountains and river bottoms have 
real garden gems of even greater beauty 
to offer, and as easily grown from seeds. 

Dwarf iris colors range thru all tones 
of blue, lilac, purple, violet, cream, yel- 
low, gold, with even stray dashes of pink 
and red. The earliest varieties begin to 
bloom in February here in the Northwest, 
others replacing them right on up into 
July. Then for Southern gardens, there’s 
the winter-blooming Algerian Iris (/ris 
stylosa) that meets the February varieties. 


Sowing Seeds: Seed pans, bulb or flower 
pots, flats, boxes, or coldframes may be 
used for the sowings, [ Turn to page 149 



























J. Linerd Conarroe, 


architect, says: 


“I wanted adequate lighting in 
this New American Home, 

lanned for Mr. and Mrs. F. 
W. Shackelford of Chestnut 
Hill, Pa. That’s why I specified 
G-E Home Wiring. It permits 
lighting fixtures and lamps so 
placed there are no dim core 
ners, no unpleasant glare. This, 
together with the G-E kitchen 
and G-E automatic heating 
system has made it one of the 
most completely satisfying New 
American Homes it has been 
my privilege to design.” 


HETHER you plan to build or re- 

model, take a tip from Mr. and 
Mrs. F. W. Shackelford, owners of the 
home above. Ask your architect to spec- 
ify modern G-E Home Wiring, which 
will enable you to light-condition your 
home for years to come, banish dim 
corners and lay the basis for cheerful, 
glare-free rooms. And right now, fill 
those empty sockets with Mazda lamps 
made by General Electric—the kind that 
stay brighter longer. 
a You step into a new world, when you 
step into a General Electric equipped 





No waste steps in the Shackelford kitchen. See how efficiently each 
unit is placed. Note the General Electric range, dishwasher, sink with 
Disposall, refrigerator and fan. 
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The Home (Planned) Wiring System of the 
Shackelford house prevents costly voltage 
losses so frequent with ordinary wiring sys- 
tems, eliminates blown fuses, provides ade- 
quate circuit breakers and handy switches, 
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Mr. and Mrs. Shackelford know 
the joys of correct, controlled tem- 
peraturethankstothisG-E heating 
and winter air conditioning system. 















BETTER LIGHT— 
BETTER SIGHT 


The cost of good light for an entire evening is 
usually less than the cost of a package of ciga- 
rettes. Rely on Mazda lamps made by General 
Electric—the kind that stay brighter longer. 








RESEARCH KEEPS GENERAL 








Home of Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Shackelford, Chestnut Hill, Pa. 

































This “New American” Home is 
Light-Conditioned for Years to Come 


“New American’ Home, with its well 
planned wiring, its delightfully efficient 
General Electric kitchen and its clean 
automatic heating and air-conditioning 
system. And it is within your means. 


HELP FOR HOME OWNERS 


Whether you are building or remodelling, 
come to headquarters with your elec- 
trical problems. The staff of experts in 
the General Electric Home Bureau will 
go over your blueprints without cost— 
give you authoritative information on 
the newest and best electrical installa- 
tions and materials. The Home Bureau 
does not furnish plans, but will work 
closely with you and your architect, so 
that your home, too, may be truly ““New 
American’’. If you could use help right 
now, write The General Electric Home 


Bureau, 570 Lexington Ave., N. Y.C. 










HOME BUILDERS 
Don’t Build an Obsolete House! 


Get your copy of folder describing the “10 
POINTS” —from Architecture to Electrifica 
tion—that should be considered when build 
ing ot modernizing a home The folder also 
explains interesting HOME BUILDING 
CONTEST—costs you nothing, offers sub 
stantial cash awards! Write General Electric 
Home Bureau, 570 Lexington Ave., New York, 
N.Y Be sure to give the name of your 
Electric Service Company 








BHG4 


Name 





Address 





ity 





GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 


ELECTRIC YEARS AHEAD 
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See.. . - Page 8 











IT WAS SHORN OF 


Bric-a-Brac 


Intelligent pruning of outmoded features 
reveals here a house of fine proportions 


To REBUILD an old house so there’s nothing 
left of the original structure—or the bank account 
—is downright easy. Anyone can do that. But the 
smart remodeler cuts off gewgaws, adds only vital 
details, ends up with the fewest possible changes. 

Let’s take an example—this remodeling done by 
Architect Walter Bradnee Kirby on J. A. Wake- 
man’s house. In its own dark ages an elephantine 
porch lumbered around almost the entire struc- 
ture, making the first-floor rooms dusky even on 
bright summer days. The pugnacious central por- 
tion, with its open-mouthed porch below and 
raised-eyebrow windows above, was rather fright- 
ening. So down they came. 

Now the white facade with blue-green shutters 
makes no faces. A becoming little entrance porch 
gives importance to the front door, the chimneys 
are larger, the cornice refined, and a fence ram- 
bles around the place. But no other changes were 
made outside. Inside, new mantels were added, the 
library sheathed with pine, the dining-room pan- 
eled window-sill high, the kitchen modernized, two 
new bathrooms and maids’ quarters added. A new 
house, you see, yet one that used most all the old. 


AFTER 
A. 
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Heavy, solid center lines on floor plans of this house 
at Fairfield, Connecticut, indicate new construction 
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By Arnold M. Davis 


Durinc the days of early spring am- 
bition, when everyone wants to begin 
gardening, even on the smallest plot of 
land, garden questions pop up that need 
an immediate answer. Time is scarce; 
the days and weeks slip by too fast. 

In anticipation of your questions, I 
have chosen a few that are timely and 
most frequently asked, and have an- 
swered them. 


Caring for the Lawn 


Should a lawn be burned over in 
the spring? 


No! Only lawns which have been 

badly neglected should be burned to 
remove last season’s growth of grass. 
Normally, the lawn should be raked ear- 
ly in the spring and all foreign material 
removed. Then, with the lawn mower 
well oiled and correctly adjusted, the dry 
grass should be mowed off and the dry 
clippings raked up. Early burning of 
grass scorches the roots of grass plants, 
delays the growth, and is more injurious 
than neglect. 


Q Why and when should a lawn be 
rolled? 


A Lawns are rolled to compact the 

earth around the roots of the grass 
plants, thus offsetting frost action, and 
to smooth out irregularities in the lawn 
made during the winter. Rolling should 
be done when the lawn has dried out 
enough so that it is no longer soft and 
spongy. Rolling a lawn when the ground 


is wet will pack it too hard. Be systemat- 
ic when you roll the lawn. Start from 
one side and go back and forth over the 
lawn in strips until the whole area has 
been rolled. 


What to Do About Bulbs 


When crocus in the lawn bloom the 
first year but fail to bloom after that, 
what is wrong? 


A Crocus established in the lawn are a 

mistake unless you are willing to 
leave the grass unmown around the 
plants. This gives crocus leaves time 
to mature and die down naturally. Some- 
time during the first part of July (or 
when the crocus leaves are yellowing) 
these neglected patches of grass can be 
cut. Any spot where bulbs are natural- 
ized should be allowed to grow as hay 
until the leaves of bulbs have finished 
their function of supplying food for 
next season’s flowers. Then the grass 
can be cut. 


Should tulips be dug up after they 
are thru blooming? How should they 
be cared for? 


A | feel that tulips should not be 

taken up until the leaves begin to 
wilt and turn a grayish yellow. Take up 
the bulbs with the leaves and stem at- 
tached, if possible. Store them loosely in 
boxes, ‘preferably kept in the shade, so 
that the leaves can dry out naturally. 
Clean the bulbs in August and sort them 
according to size, ready for October 
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planting. Often, tulips can be left in the 
same place for several years and they 
will flower satisfactorily. 


Q What treatment do narcissus that 
fail to bloom require? 


A Bulbs which do not bloom usually 

need to be separated and reset in 
fertile soil and allowed to grow vigorous- 
ly for a year or two, after which they will 
begin to bloom. In some cases, lack of 
water when the buds are forming will 
cause them to blast. Lack of food is also 
credited with doing this and so is dis- 
ease. Hence, it may be wise to look at 
the bulbs, and to discard soft or diseased 
bulbs, or perhaps change to new and 
better varieties. 


Q When planting gladiolus should the 
shucks be left on? 


If you live where gladiolus thrips is 

common, and you did not disinfect 
your corms in storage, by all means re- 
move the shucks and disinfect the 
corms in any good disinfectant solution. 
Bichloride of mercury, or corrosive sub- 
limate, is satisfactory and easily ob- 
tained. Use at the rate of one part to 
1,000 of water, soaking the corms for 20 
hours before planting. This will kill any 
thrips which live over winter on the 
corms. Corms free from insects and 
disease can be planted without re- 
moving the shucks. 


Regarding Peonies 


Are ants harmful to peony buds, as 
is often reported? 


No. It’s probable that they are 

beneficial in removing some of the 
sticky sap common on peony buds, 
which seals them together. In general, 
ants found on any plant might indicate 
the presence of aphids. Ants take a sweet 
secretion from plant lice. Lice can be 
controlled with any good contact in- 
secticide. 


Is there any advantage in dividing 
peonies? 


Peonies can be divided frequently. 

However, you will get best results 
by letting the plants grow in one place 
for along time. When this is done, plants 
which are well fed become large, bloom 
profusely, and produce magnificent re- 
sults. I’m opposed to dividing peonies 
frequently unless you really need more 
plants. 


Fruits and Vegetables 


Will you suggest a fruit that I could 
grow on my property? 


A You can grow all the stfawberries 

you'll need for table use. A straw- 
berry plant is the potential producer of a 
quart of good berries during the season. 
Hence, you can figure roughly how 
many plants you will need. Strawberries, 
incidently, can be grown in a flower 
border if they are used as edging plants. 
Of course, the ideal way to grow them is 
in rows. | Turn to page 144 






IS THIS GOING ON 
UNDER YOUR HOUSE? 


@ The above picture was taken under a 
house only seven years old. This costl 
damage is not rot. It is the hidden wok 
of termites—tiny wood-eating insects 
which are damaging homes and build- 
ings in every state. 

Termites always work out of sight. All 
the damage pictured above was done 
undernecth the floors, inside the wood. 
The owner had never seen termites; did 
not suspect their presence in his home. 
Badly damaged supporting timberslooked 
perfectly sound until the Terminix Inspec- 
tor uncovered the hidden destruction. 

What about your own property? It may 
be secretly infested with hordes of de- 
structive termites, eating away inside 


timbers and woodwork. 
TWO WAYS TO DISCOVER TERMITES 


Once or twice each year repro- 
ductive termites (‘swarmers’’) 
fly into the open for a few hours 
to start new colonies. If you see these 
winged insects around your property, 
you have a definite indication that a ter- 
mite colony is working nearby. This isa 
warning! Call in a Terminix Inspector. 


THE ONE CERTAIN METHOD of detecting 
termites is to fill in the coupon and ask for 
a free Terminix inspection. If any termite 
infestation exists, the Terminix Inspector 
will show you the evidence and advise 
you how to stop costly damage. This in- 
spection service is available, without obli- 
gation, to property owners throughout 
the country. It is absolutely free. Over 
500,000 property owners have used it. 
Terminix was developed by E. L. Bruce Co., 
world’s largest maker of hardwood floorings. 
This time-tested chemical has been used to 
insulate more than 40,000 homes and build- 
ings against termite attack. No matter where 
you live, five-year guaranteed Terminix Serv- 
ice is readily available through the world’s 
largest termite contro! organization. 


E. L. BRUCE CO. 
Terminix Division 
Box 397-K, Memphis, Tenn. 
C0 Please inspect my property and advise me 
whether you find termites or termite damage. 
C Please send me free literature on termites 
and termite damage. 


Address a 
City State. 








STARTING 


Tuberous 
Begonias 


H. A, HYDE 


This is a top-size begonia tuber as you 
get it from your seedstore or nurseryman 


Roughly screened soil, sand, and peatmoss 
are mixed and put into a flat with drainage 


EDWIN A. FAULK 8TUDIOS 


Tubers should be set at soil level. Care- 
fully label each variety as it's planted 


J. HORACB McFARLAND 


The Camellia form of begonia in many gor- 
geous colors is perhaps most breath-taking 


Topay the tuberous begonia has been 
developed to such a high degree that you 
may get varieties which will produce the 
most exquisite blooms. Some are deli- 
cately frilled, and there are other types 
that look like camellias, or are crested, 
carnation-flowered, or shaped like deli 
cate rose buds. Their colors, too, are 
most refreshing and bright, and are in 
infinite variety, including white, pink, 
rose, yellow, salmon, scarlet, copper, 
and orange. 

This summer-flowering begonia is one 
that will bloom in the shade, and for 
this fact alone it’s valuable in many parts 
of the country. It can be set in window 
boxes, shady flower beds, under trees, 
on the shady side of the house, or in- 
dividual plants can be set in large pots 
to decorate shady porches and terraces. 

The hanging-basket type has droop- 
ing stems that end in dainty flowers of 
several colors. This type is ideal for 
hanging pots and window boxes. 


STRONG sun damages the flowers and 
leaves. Because it takes some time to 
get the plants into flower, it’s usually 
advisable to start the tubers early. 

Tuberous begonias are concaye on 
top. This part should be planted up. 
If you want to play safe, don’t start the 
tubers until the pink tips begin to show. 
You need only to leave the tubers in a 
bag and they will begin to sprout. 

You may start tubers in boxes or pots 
using a mixture of soil, sand, and peat- 
moss, equal parts. Mix it together by 
hand. 

The tubers should be set in the boxes 
so that the tops are barely covered. The 
soil mixture should be moist to begin 
with, but not watered after the tubers 
are planted, until the new shoots are 
well started. 


WueEn the plants are several inches 
high, transplant them when the days are 
warm to the prepared bed in the garden, 
large pots, or window boxes. They like 
a well-drained soil to which a lot of 
peatmoss or leafmold has been mixed, 
and they’ll thrive on mild plant foods 
dug thoroly into the soil. In the final 
transplanting, set the plants with the 
bulbs barely under ground. 
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DEVOE WORKS ANOTHER MIRACLE 


Develops Remarkable Secret Process— 
Produces New Mirrolac— Lustrous Enamel 
that is Smooth as Glass —Tough as Leather! 


EVOE created anew house paint. 
Now comes a new enamel that 
outclasses any you’ve seen before. 
This amazing new Mirrolac flows 
on freely—levels out smoothly—and 
produces a mirror-like lustre. No 
brush-marks, no sagging. Covers in 
one coat, and does a beautiful job. 


See this great enamel at your De- 
voe Dealer’s. Watch him demon- TgsrmIRROLAC’S hard, shin- 
strate—by actual tests—how well it ing finish! You'll find itdurable 
stands up. Use Mirrolac yourself! 


NEW MIRROLAC 


—resists dents and abrasions. 


I'M SOLD ON DEVOE’S 2-COAT SYSTEM~IT’S 
GIVEN ME A BETTER JOB FOR HALF THE COST!" 


BETTER JOB at half the cost! That’s 
the Devoe 2-Coat story in anutshell. 
Home-owners all over the nation are writ- 
ing in—telling how beautiful their house 
paint jobs are—how well Devoe’s 2-Coat 
System stands up. Actually, these jobs 
are outlasting other paint jobs 2 to 1. 
That’s why they’re saving home-owners 
as much as half in their painting costs. 


Here’s why Devoe’s famous 2-Coat Sys- 


“Friends Say I’ve 
Got the Whitest 


House They've Seen 


_Yet Think of the 
Money| Saved!” 


tem gives a more beautiful, Jonger-wear- 
ing finish. Two entirely different paints 
are used. The undercoat seals wood pores 
or old paint surfaces—the other forms a 
brilliant, weather-resisting top-coat. 

Learn the facts about this modern, 
money-saving house paint. Mail the cou- 
pon below. Your Devoe Dealer can save 
you up to 50% in costs! Usually his name 
isin your Classified Telephone Book. 


EMPLOY A REPUTABLE PAINTER—SPECIFY THE DEVOE 2-COAT SYSTEM 


J.J. EGAN of Massapequa, L.L., 
writes, ‘I’m for Devoe 100%.”’ 


ios Sir! 


2 COATS OF DEVOE 
PAINT COST NO 
MORE THAN 14¢A 
SQ. FT. FOR PAINT 
FOR BOTH COATS 


FREE BOOK ON PAINTING YOUR HOME 
Devoe & Raynolds Co., Inc., 1 W. 47th Street, N.Y.C. 


. LOOK Send me your free, illustrated book on paint sae 
ss FOR Name 
\ THIS Address 

SIGN 


Rjunecuichmensenbatnensans 
















“It takes Close 
Figuring to 
live on a 

4 Food Budget 


of AQ a month” 


—says Mrs. Walter Speck, 
of New Brunswick, N. J. 



















‘*This was my son's birthday party,’’ writes Mrs. 
Speck. ‘“‘With a growing boy and a husband to 
feed, I certainly can't afford baking failures. You 
don't catch me trusting expensive cake ingre- 
dients to cheap, doubtful baking powder."’ 


“With Royal, I'm sure of success—and a finer 
flavor, too. And one cent's worth of Royal is 
enough for a good big cake."’ 
























OU have the right idea, Mrs. 

Speck! There is no economy in 
risking failures with cheap, doubtful 
baking powder. 


The good fresh butter, eggs, flavorings 
and other materials you put in a cake often 
cost 40 times as much as the baking powder. 
With Royal, you take no chances. There’s a 
pure fruit ingredient in Royal—Cream of 
Tartar—that insures perfect results every 
time. And gives finer favor, more even tex- 
ture to all your baking. 

Remember, too, Royal is not expensive. 
It actually costs only about 1¢ per baking. 
And, at this low cost, you get the only 
nationally distributed baking powder made 
with Cream of Tartar—a safe, wholesome 
fruit product. 

Don’t take chances on baking failures. 
Next time you buy baking powder, ask for 


Royal—and be’ sure! 






FREE COOK BOOK 
—Write to Royal Baking 
Powder, 691 Washington 
Street, New York City, 
Dept. 104. 


Copyright, 1938, by 
Standard Brands Incorporated 





Light Where You Need It [ Begins on page 16] 


SWIVEL FLOOR. With > 
its folding arm it reaches 
out to you with light, 
whether you're at the 
new console piano or 
the near-by wing chair. 
For a grand or upright 
you'll want a_ larger 
lamp (shown in picture 
9) which can be placed 
also at the left or the 
right of the keyboard. 





< INDIRECT ILLUMINATOR. Very 
modern and effective are these sim- 
ple upturned bowls, a pair of them 
lending an air of distinction to 
the dining alcove, gameroom, hall, 
or even the more formal, candle- 
lit dining-room. They add needed 
light without detracting from the 
beauty of the tapers on the table. 





% 
SEMI-INDIRECT WITH CANDLES. A good chair, a book, and 


a pipe call for the best in the lamp line. For reading, this one 
should be close behind the chair or at one side or the other. It's an 
ideal floor lamp for placing near davenports and large chairs. 
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NEW SELECT-A-SPEED CALROD 
COOKING UNIT OFFERS 5 SPEEDS FROM 
ULTRA-HIGH TO LOW-WARM 


Graanens. new Select-A-Speed Cal- 
rod cooking units in the 1938 Hot- 
point Electric Ranges bring two match- 
less improvements to electric cookery: 
1. A faster, more intense SPEED heat. 
2. Amazing economies at other speeds. 


A Speed for ALL Needs 


At Ultra-High Speed, this revolutionary 
new Select-A-Speed Calrod heats eight 
per cent faster than ever before. At 
Warm Speed, a slow flow of current, 
accurately controlled to provide uni- 
form heat, keeps foods hot for hours 
without scorching or drying them out. 





And in between these settings are three 
new cooking speeds that fry, boil and 
stew foods at lower cost than ever be- 
fore. Actual tests show amazing savings 
of 20% to 64% of electric current in 
many cooking operations. 


Snap the switch to any of the five posi- 
tions you desire, and you get the degree 
of heat required—without temperature 
variations. 
Get The Best Electric Range 

You can have today’s Hotpoint Electric 
Range, with new Select-A-Speed Calrod, 
on terms to fit your budget. Go to your 
electric store. Ask about Hotpoint’s 
Friendly Finance Plan. Edison General 
Electric Appliance Co., Inc., 5722 W. 
Taylor Street, Chicago, III. 


a 


THE SALISBURY MODEL— Moderately priced. 
Width, 39 inches. Features Seleci-A-Speed Calrod; 
Thrift Cooker; 16 inch, oversize oven; warming 
compartment; 2 storage drawers; cooking-surface 
lamp with matched condiment jars; combined Tele- 
chron-Timer-Clock and thirty minute Time Chime. 


INVESTIGATE 


LOW ELECTRIC RATES FOR COOKING IN YOUR LOCALITY 


. - : | 


“THE MARK OF A DEPENDABLE DEALER” 


SELECT-A-SPEED—5 Cooking 
Speeds from Ultra-High to Low- 
Warm. A correct speed for every 
cooking need. Cook with elec- 
tricity, fast or slow, at low cost. 


WHOLE-MEAL THRIFT COOKER — Six 
qpent capacity. Cooks complete 

inner at one time. Operates on 
minimum of electricity. Costs no 
more to operate than kitchen light. 


DIRECTIONAL HEAT OVEN — Single 
switch regulates top and bottom 
heat. Gives accurate control of 
oven. Simplifies roasting or broil- 
ing. Assures uniform results. 





SS 
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£ athroom. 


Searching around for a bathroom that's ‘‘different’’? 
Here's an inkling of how Case vitreous china beth- 
room fixtures can help you. The T/N ONE-PIECE water 
closet—it's actually in one piece, with seat and low 



















shelf on the same level—can be placed anywhere. 
Even under a staircase if you want to plan an extra 
bathroom or powder room. For a lavatory with un- 
usual utility, look at the Winston. Large, generous 
















































shelf for toilet articles, and if you wish, a depressed 
soap dish and chromium towel bars to match legs and 
fittings. Case fixtures priced for the modest budget. 


W. A. CASE & SON MFG. CO. 


BUFFALO, N. Y. 


We will be glad to send you illustrated 
material to help you with your bathroom 
planning. Just write to: 
W. A. CASE & SON MFG. CO. 
33 Main St., Buffalo, N. Y. 


Founded 1853 
Dept. B48 
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST 


Write for free illustrated booklets giving 
all the facts and figures on Vacations in 
Yellowstone and the Pacific Northwest. 


L. M. JONES, Passenger Traffic 
Room 710, Union Station, Chicago, it Boor 


The MILWAUKEE Roap 
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FOR OUR 


Feathere 


Friends 


By Edwin M. Love 


These houses are easy to 


make, and so smart-looking 





NUTHATCH HOUSE: 
A fairy-tale cottage for 
nuthatches or titmouse cou- 
ples. The half-timbering is 
cardboard; stucco is sand 
sprinkled in wet paint; the 
crazy shingles, cardboard 
strips overlapped. If you 
want to go to the trouble, 
build the chimney of stones; 
but wood is about as effec- 
tive, the mortar joints being 
indented with a mallet and 
blunt, narrow cold chisel 





BLUEBIRD HOUSE: 
(above) That intriguing 
Japanese-lantern effect— 
an attractive house that 
looks pretentious, yet is 
agreeably easy to build. 
Tiled with half-dowels, and 
painted two-tone, with 
dull-green panels and roof, 
and trimmed in brown, 
it sways gracefully in the 
breeze as it hangs from a 
limb of a pole; 5 to 
10 feet above the ground 





The author, with his delight- 
fully modern Wren House 





THE way to lick the host of worms and 


other wee creeping beasties that early wage 


war on your tender shoots and buds is to 
have ready a feathered battalion with appe- 


tites whetted for said enemies. 


ROBIN HOUSE: Robins 
must have a “‘ledge.”’ Rus- 
tic design is always ap- 
propriate. Build an inner 
box and fit slabs over the 
ends, bottom, and front. 
Screw this house to the 
crotch of a tree, or under 
the house or garage eaves; 
elevation 6 to 15 feet 





WREN HOUSE: (below) 
Here it is in drawing, a 
unique little dwelling for 
Jenny Wren—an_ up-to- 
date flat that will interest a 
friendly little homemaker. 
The low door bars nosey 
sparrows, yet ample width 
allows wrens to carry in 
small twigs for nest-build- 
ing. The rectangular lines 
make this house easy to 
build. Bolt it to a pole, or 
to some limb in a thicket, 6 
to 10 feet above ground 





And that’s easy. Just 
put up an assortment of 
birdhouses around your 
garden. Unless you live in 
the deep South, you still 
have time for building sev- 
eral before the last of the 
prospective residents wing 
their way northward. 

Plan for a variety of 
songsters; for, altho many 
birds resist the intrusion 
of their own kind in their 
happy hunting grounds, 
they seldom molest birds 
of other species; hence the 
possibility of a dense 
winged population. 


A nice thing about 
building birdhouses is that 
the cost for materials is al- 
most nil. While lumber 
from boxes may be sal- 
vaged, there’s every ad- 
vantage in buying new 
material. Remember that 
1-inch finish stock is 34 
inch thick, and the board 
width as much as % inch 
under, due to surfacing. 
Ask for resawn to get *¢- 
inch material. Plywood 
usually won’t stand the 
weather, so it’s best to use 
solid stock. Casein glue is 
waterproof when dry, and 
very strong; and can be 
purchased from any lum- 
ber or hardware dealer. 

At the end of the season 
clean out the birdhouses 
and close the entrances 
with screen wire to keep 
out undesirable tenants. A 
little sulphur dusted in the 
house will tend to keep 
vermin away. 


Sketches by the author 





Working plans and com- 
plete instructions for bird- 
houses are available at 25 


‘cents each. 
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Have you ever watched a plane 
get downto earth? At the controls 
is a pilot who skillfully guides it 
into a smooth and gradual descent. 
He glides to a “happy landing”’. 


Every husband and father is “at 
the controls” of his family’s finan- 
cial future. If your dependents 
should some day have to “get down 
to earth” — learn to live on less 
because they must go along without 
your active support— will they 
experience the shock of a sudden 
descent, or will your skill and fore- 
thought allow them to glide to a 
new income level? 


fora 
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Through a special John Hancock 
plan of life insurance, it is possible, 
even if your means are not large, to 
supply enough money for a few 
years to permit your family to make 
the change in living standards 
easily and by degrees, not painfully 
and all at once. Because this plan 
does a big job at comparatively 
small cost, it will interest you, 
whether your estate is large or 
small, whether you have much or 
little life insurance. 


(To cite just one example, a man 
who is thirty-five today can for about 
$6.50 a month provide a readjustment 


LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


oF BOSTON, Massacnusetts 


JOHN HANCOCK MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


GUY W. COX, President 


3:3 
bs 


Happy 


income of $100 a month for the first 
year, $75 the second year, $50 the 
third year and $35 the fourth). 


Ask your John Hancock repre- 
sentative about our readjustment 
plan. He is skilled in making life 
insurance do what you want it to. 
Or if you prefer, we will mail you a 
special booklet which explains the 
readjustment plan in detail. 
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DEPARTMENT B4 


John Hancock Mutual Life Insurance Co. 
Boston, Mass. 

Please mail me a copy of your booklet 

describing the readjustment plan. 


Address 
City 
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Lupines 


Are Lovely 


By Charles H. Chesley 


GEORGE RUSSELL'S LUPINES 


Twenty-five “pane of patient plant- 
pale have brought success to 80- 
ear-old George Russell of York, Eng- 
and. He has perfected a strain of lupine 
which has won gold medals at English 
flower shows. For years he refused to 
sell a plant. He wished only to con- 
tinue to perfect his chosen flower. Now 
the entire lot, 150,000, has been sold to 
an English nursery, and seed is avail- 
able in the United States. 

However, Mr. Russell’s sale was 
conditional. For a helper he had a Iad, 
“Sonny” Health, who as a child con- 
tracted paralysis. George Russel! had 
saved the boy’s life, carrying him on 
his back for days. “The boy,” he said, 
“must go with the lupines.” So in his 
declining years, the work with Rus- 
sell’s lupines will be carried on by his 
still-young and faithful helper. 


Les have become front-page news. 
They’ve always been loved for sentimental reasons. 
Occasional new varieties in the past have slipped quiet- 
ly into catalogs. A few scattered accounts have been 
heard of varieties in rare colors being bred in Europe. 
But it took the Russell lupines to blow the lid off. 
Last season they won three gold medals in British 
flower shows. The range of colors, as reported, is unbe- 
lievable: pink, orange-yellow, strawberry-red, royal- 
purple and gold, apricot and sky-blue, rose-pink and 
amethyst, to name a few. Experts who have seen the 
flowers say that the Russell strain of lupine will be as 
revolutionary as was the Spencer type of Sweet Pea. 
The original form of the perennial lupine (Lupinus 
polyphyllus) was a clear sky-blue, but for some years, 
white, rose, and pink forms have been available. | 
have grown a few of the newer named varieties, such 
as Sunshine, clear yellow, and Chocolate Soldier, a 
blend of violet and gold. The English variety known 
as Golden Spire has tall spikes, with individual flow- 
ers of rich purple tipped with the purest gold. Appar- 
ently, lupines come fairly true from seed. There may 
be some question about the above-named kinds repro- 
ducing themselves exactly, but seeds of all of them 
can be procured, and fine plants are certain to result. 


SWEET-SCENTED varieties have been developed 
recently. While all have a more or less pleasing odor, 
the Elliott hybrids have a decided perfume which 
adds much to their charm. 

Lupines are both annual and perennial. The an- 
nuals aren’t difficult to grow. If possible, seeds should 
be planted in early spring where the plants are to 
flower. Fall planting may also be done, because the 
seeds are hardy and are not harmed by freezing. If 
planted in the fall, where the ground freezes, this 
should be done as late as possible. | Turn to page 146 


<A typical Russell lupine plant, show- 
ing the perfection of the flower stalks 


George Russell photographed among his lupines in 
England. The flowers are of every conceivable color 
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BECHARD AVERILL SMITH 
[ Continued from page 19] 
MATTIE EDWARDS HEWITT 
A 
To flood your rooms with sunlight yet screen them from passers- 
by is as simple as this. Secure tiebacks very high on the dra- 
peries, then use sheer taffeta glass curtains for sunlit privacy 
There are a daintiness and freshness to ruffled organdy that make 
it perfect for milady's bedroom during spring and summer days. 
Over Venetian blinds it admits a lovely, subdued light 
FLINT & HORNER, PHOTOGRAPH BY GOOLD #TUDIOS 


If you've a feeling for rich fabrics and the grand dignity of Vic-» 
torian days, this window is full of ideas. The valance and dra- 
peries flow with stately rhythm, outlining the full glass curtains 





HEDRICH-BLESSING STUDIO 
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< |s that narrow window a poser? Then treat it with a full, 
straight, glass curtain and a single French-pleated dra- 
pery edged with cord trim. If two narrow windows are 
separated by a bit of wall, repeat this treatment 
at 
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Distinctive Beauty 


in WALL-TEX 


—and Practical Features, too 


If you love fine wall coverings, you'll 
thrill at the beauty in these distinctive new 
Wall-Tex patterns with richly textured 
surfaces and soft-toned colors. And after 
decorating with Wall-Tex fabric coverings, 
your enthusiasm for their beauty will con- 
tinue to grow. For the longer you live with 
Wall-Tex, the more you appreciate its prac- 
tical features and enduring beauty. Users of 
Wall-Tex, everywhere, say — 




















tel one 
rid of 
PLASTER CRACKS’”’ 


Soot and grease, all smudges and smears, 
wash easily away from the non-absorbent 
Wall-Tex surfaces. Wall-Tex is honestly wash- 
able. You can keep it immaculate and enjoy 
its fresh, original beauty for many years. Its 
tough canvas base gives needed strength to 
the plaster, prevents plaster cracks and saves 
the cost of frequent redecorating. 



























Choose Wall-Tex for all rooms— from over 
200 distinctive patterns. See their remark- 
able beauty. Feel the durable fabric. Mail 
coupon for portfolio of rooms and swatches, 


WALL-TEX 


DECORATIVE WALL CANVAS 






TVIN Mr ikneeliae). 


Columbus Coated Fabrics Corporation 
Dept. B48, Columbus, Ohio 
Send me Wall-Tex portfolio with 
colorful illustrations, including 
Wall-Tex swatches. 





Name 





Address. 








City and State. — 


Der free samples of BONTEX Washable Window wate oO 
i LINTEX Stainless Table Cloths, check here . . . 
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Gi AOXINIA, the magnificent potted 
nant can achieve unbelievable records— 

3 perfect blooms at once—if you en- 
courage it properly. Follow the directions 
to make it happy and it will respond with 
a dramatic display. 


a potted plant to bring a glory of bloom 
into the home. As such it’s particularly 
able to hold your attention while it gradu- 
ally unfolds, one blossom after another, 


splendid showmanship. 

There are two types of gloxinias. They 
are easily distinguished: one has solid 
colors; and the other is spotted or netted, 
but is too glamorous to be called 
“freckled.” Those of solid colors are ex- 
tremely clear, especially in scarlet, violet, 
and crimson. Named examples are: Em- 
peror William, violet edged with white; 
Princess Elizabeth, light blue with a white 
throat; and Brilliant, a dazzling, velvety, 
ruby-red. 

But the gloxinia has drawn so much at- 
tention that American hybridizers have 
been clever in noticing its possibilities. 
They’ve now developed strains that com- 
pare favorably with any the world over. 

The hybridizers are combining the best 
points of the solid varieties with the equal- 
ly effective beauty of the spotted gloxinias. 
The latter type, as yet, has in its favor a 





It was created, you know, for the role of 


until the whole reaches a final climax of 







New gloxinias have velvety trumpeted flowers in interesting new shapes and color 
combinations. Their blossoms are even larger, now, and the leaves are less brittle 


Gloxinia 


STAGES A COMEBACK 


By Elinor Block and Karl H. Karg 


wider range of color combinations, taking 
over the pastel shades in Nature’s paint- 
box, including violet, orchid, blue, rose, 
and pink. 

The improved gloxinias deservedly may 
be vain because their blooms are 5 to 6 
inches in diameter, they flower profusely, 
grow erect, and have large, deeply veined 
leaves which have been developed to pack 
for trav el so as to arrive at their destina- 
tion “wrinkle-proof.” 

You can start gloxinias from seed, but 
it’s a slow process. The average person 
will find it easier to use tubers. They mean 
success, and grow like a bulb. They come 
to you matured, preferably 2 inches in 
diameter. 

Since gloxinias naturally bloom in June, 
July, and August, the time to start them 
is several months ahead of time. It’s true 
that florists force them much earlier, 
bringing them into bloom at almost any 
time of the year, but they have well- 
equipped greenhouses. 

The gloxinia needs light and warmth, 
but at the same time finds direct sunshine 
harmful. Therefore, it’s well satisfied in 
your glass- inclosed veranda or bay win- 
dow where you’ve grown your winter gar- 
den, but out of the hot sun. 

There’ s nothing difficult or startling in 
raising gloxinias. If you’ve a quantity of 
them, place the tubersin [ Turn to page 151 
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steadily. 


plunging comb or sinking toothpaste. 


page booklet, 
Heating," 


Founded 1873. Kohler, Wisconsin. 
INSIST UPON KOHLER FITTINGS 


KOHLEROFKOHLER 


Ol AM BUILDING A HOME 
Ol AM REMODELING 








PLANNED PLUMBING AND HEATING 





Please send me your beautiful | 
16-page booklet, in 4 handsome 
colors, containing new plans and 
color schemes for bathrooms and 
\ kitchens. Address: Kohler Co., 
Dept. 2-L-4, Kohler, Wisconsin. 


"| USED TO put on the same act once a day, 
Morning after morning, I'd balance 
apparatus on ledges and faucets. One false 
move, and down I'd go—into soapy water for 
| guess 


| missed a train a week . . . wasting time.” 





"NOW WE have a Kohler Gramercy. It's the 
grandest lavatory for a pre-breakfast job a 
man ever had the pleasure to work at. A 4!/2- 
inch shelf is built right into it. I've got all the 
room | need for razor, soap, comb and every- 
thing else. The basin is deep; the water comes 
out of one faucet—hot, lukewarm, or cold. 
Kitty says I'm a lot pleasanter company now!" 


See your Master Plumber— sanitation 
engineer, ‘business man, counselor — 
about the Kohler Gramercy. Kohler 
to him means quality, care, long life. 
Let him explain about other Kohler 
fixtures and fittings for bathroom and 
kitchen, about Kohler's 3-year Time- 
Payment Plan. Write us for free 16- 
"Planned Plumbing and 
in full colors. Kohler Co. 
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To MY mind there’s nothing more 
fascinating, on a rainy afternoon, than 
playing magician with brush and enam- 
els. An amazing variety of odds and 
ends can be endowed with new beauty 
by a few simple brush strokes. 

Your brush and broom closet will 
look ever so orderly and attractive if 
all the handles of cleaning accessories, 
hanging neatly in a row, are of one 
color. And for your utility cupboard, 
why not a soldierly array of sizable 
cans for reserve soap powder, starch, 
steel wool, oiled stove-cloths, and 
sweeping compound, all painted to 
match the broom and mop handles? 

Then there’s that collection of kitch- 
en gadgets, handles chipped. 


Resurrection: Stored away in your attic, 
perhaps you’ve an odd lamp or an 
old-fashioned fern-holder finished in 
once resplendent polychrome, bronze, 
or paint. Don’t you see the possi- 
bilities for your front porch or sun- 
room? A few strokes of your brush 
—using Chinese red, green, or tan 
enamel—and back these discarded 
pieces come into practical service. 
And while we’re viewing the front 
porch, haven’t you some flower pots 
covered with faded crépe paper? Rip 
it off, hunt up an extra pot for each 
of them, just a size larger than the 
one in which your plant is growing, 
and turn the big ones into colorful 
jardinieres. Being porous, flower pots 
conuaee at least two coats of enamel. 
The idea is, of course, that growing 
plants should live in porous pots. 
Your enameled jar thus serves as a 
camouflage for the pot proper. 
Finally, doll carriages, doll beds, and 
a long list of other “invalids” are just 
waiting in line to attend your clinic. 


More Resurrection: Let’s assume that 
you’ve several small cans, each con- 
taining but a spoonful of paint. Scrape 
them all into one large can and mix 
and mix. They'll blend perfectly! Next 
place a double fold of cheese cloth 
over the top and strain the mixture 
in a clean can. If it’s still too thick, 
add turpentine to thin it properly. 
Mix again. You know, of course, that 
no matter how many colors you com- 
bine, if you add the right amount of 
black or white to the mixture you'll 
have a soft, neutral shade of gray, tan, 
or taupe as a result. And what could 
be more perfect for the refuse con- 
tainer, watering can, garden-tool han- 















dles, and perhaps that bushel basket 
for the laundry? No paint left now to 
harden in cans—and all over the house 
the harmony of fresh new colors. 


Gay Stay Our Kitchens: Let’s hope the 
gay reds and yellows now smiling from 
our little kitchens aren’t going out of 
style. Decorators do seem to be be- 
coming beige-and-brown-minded 
again, and I shudder to think of the 
old brown wainscoting coming back. 

So why not a compromise? Let’s use 
light beige on the walls; maroon, red, 
and brick-tile linoleum for the floor; 
and a lighter beige with red pin stripes 
for woodwork and furniture. Red can- 
ister sets, pot-holders with red binding, 
and curtains with red dots supply the 
gay notes. 


Sunshine Below Ground: Even _base- 
ments are going in for color—live, 
warm tones that seem to bring the 
riches of sunshine below ground. If 
you don’t incline toward a playroom, 
what about a modern, sunny laundry? 
Yellow calcimine walls and burnt-or- 
ange cement paint on the floor, shelves 
edged with orange above the tubs, 
orange cheese-cloth curtains at ‘the 
window—these will do wonders to even 
the darkest corner of the basement. A 
bright light with a reflector, and a mat 
or rubber pad to stand on while you 
work will add to your comfort, while 
an old table covered with yellow oil- 
cloth to hold your starch basins and 
dyeing paraphernalia completes the 
magic. Beige-color dishes will be lovely 
if you can find one with red poppies 
and wild grasses patterned all over 
them. Or use blue or orange in place 
of red. 


Your Garden Tools: Are they always in 
confusion? Then rig up a rack on which 
to hang rakes, hoes, and spading fork; 
a shelf or two for watering cans, 
trowels, and catalogs. Astonish your 
furnace room. A fine spring coat of 
black stove enamel will work annual 
magic on the cast-iron portions of 
your furnace, and aluminum paint will 
spruce up your water tank and pipes. 
Keep your basement proud of itself 
and at the same time preserve the life 
of equipment. 
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Cleaning’s play wich the feather- 
light Hoover Cleaning Tools. 
No stooping — no reaching. 
Light-weight brushes for 
heavy fabrics, for linoleum 
or hardwood floors, for up- 
holstery, cushions, clothing 
and inside the motor car. 


Fae. 
Enjoy modern color—use the 
light, bright color notes that 
are so smart today. You can 
keep them fresh and new with 
the highly efficient Hoover 
Cleaning Tools. They snap 
on instantly—clean gently or 
briskly, as each job demands. 


obsolete cleaners 


s in—You can 


cleaning _ 
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Plug tool 
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can now be replaced 
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aning Ensembles. 


@Isn’t it about time you checked up 
on that old cleaner of yours? 

Maybe it seems to be getting the 
dirt. But unless it contains the mod- 
ern features shown here you're 
spending twice as much time as you 
should and getting about half as 
much dirt. 

Is it made with magnesium? Has it 
instantly attached tools? Has it Posi- 
tive Agitation to remove embedded 
grit? Does it have a Dirt Finder? 


Every modern woman is entitled to 
the work-saving efficiency of the new 
Hoover Cleaning Ensemble which 
has these and other features. Every 
woman today can have a Hoover En- 
semble at Hoover’s new low price and 
on Hoover’s extended payment plan. 


MODEL 25 


Super-Light— Magnesium, \% lighter than 
aluminum, makes the Hoover Cleaner easy 
to use and carry. An exclusive Hoover feature. 


Ask the representative of your Hoover 
dealer about the three Hoover models. 





Hoover's Agitator, (patented, 
exclusive) dislodges cutting 
grit—guards against moths. 
Guaranteed to prolong rug life. 


Model 25 Cleaning Ensemble (é/lus- 
trated) — Cleaner alone, $65.00; 
Cleaning Tools, $14.50; $1.25 a week, 
payable monthly, small carrying 
charge. Also the One Fifty Cleaning 
Ensemble, finest cleaner made, and the 
sensationally low-priced Model “300.” 


HOOVER 


See.. atte .. Page 8 
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you! Dic-A-Doo, a cereal preparation, is 
a beauty tonic to soft white ands. It’s 
so hard to believe that such a gentle 
product can be so ruthless to dirt, that 
you are urged to test it yourself. 











Send the coupon for a free 
sample. Try Dic-A-Doo on 
the dirtiest spot you can 
find. You’re the judge. 


DICADOO| 
CLEANER 


SEND for FREE SAMPLE 


Cnn nnn 
Patent Cereals Co., Dept. C-13, Geneva, N. Y. 

I want to see for myself— please send me FREE 
sample of Dic-A-Doo. 











“In Canada: 371 Wallace Ave., Toronto. 
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B-G-81 How to Succeed with Evergreens. .4c 
B-G-82 How to Make a Lattice and a Fence. 4c 
B-G-40 What to Do in the Garden in Spring. 4c 
B-G- 5 How to Rid Your Lawn of Weeds. . 4c 
B-G-32 Grasses That Make Good Lawns. .4c 
B-G-36 ABC’s of Lawn Making........... 4c 
B-G-77 How to Grow Grass Beneath Trees. 4c 


B-G-91 Plants for Acid, Alkaline, Wet, pe 
St se awh). ova swe s ems s ab 
B-G-28 State Flowers in the Garden....... 
B-G-94 Strawberries—How to Grow Them. .4c 
B-G-69 How to Plan a Vegetable Garden. . = 
Bte-32 The Best Ornamental Vines........ 
B-G-73 Plans and Plants for Window Boxes. “ 
Garden Planning Chart. For perennials—gives 
the names, height, season of bloom, location 
in sun or shade, soil, planting distances, pests, 


eee 


CHILD CARE & TRAINING—Leaflets 


B-C- 9 The Care of Expectant Eg .4c 
B-C- 3 Food for the Child Under 1 Year...4c 
B-C- 4 Food for the Child From 1 to 2..... 4c 
B-C-12 Your Baby’s Eating Problems..... 4c 


: B-G-79 The Right Way to Grade Lawns...4c 
Sold by paint — hardware B-G-31 How to Plan a Perennial Border... . 4c CLUBS — Booklets 
—grocery and department B-G-38 An Expert Tells You About Roses in The Garden Club Handbook............. 50¢ 
, Coup Gardens, .f. os ccadetdncecas 4c Pasties for Che Crows .nckcs ccccvcc cages 20c 
stores everywhere. B-A- 6 Garden Handicraft.............. -2e 
B-G-46 Native Shrubs for Natural Effects. Leaflets 
SEE FOR YOURSELF B-G-19 50 Successful Shrubs to Plant in the 
POGUTRAUR SEROEEs ... s inchaeenants ¥'s B-O- 5 Good Books for Boys’ and Girls’ Clubs 
B-G-70 Ten Shrubs of Outstanding Merit. and Their Leaders................ 4c 


B-O- 9 Books for Homemakers’ Clubs..... 4c 
B-O-11 Writing the Successful Club Paper. .4c 
B-O-12 New Plans for Old Clubs.......... 4c 


BOOKS— Leaflets 


B-B-10 AS Growing Library for a Growing 


4c 
B-B- 7 Baus to Help With the Children’s 
1 W 4c 


NS WUE thn cas ocngseeaidenss 


Address all orders to: 
BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 


8704 Meredith Building 


Des Moines, lowa 
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Don’t let your home backslide with the winter-wearies! Bring it back 
alive with springtime freshness! Re-decorate. Rearrange the living-room. 
Try new color schemes. Do things! With these Better Homes & Gardens’ 
service booklets as your guide you can learn how to rescue a gone-dreary 
home, how to achieve modernity in old surroundings. Send in your order 
right now—before you do another thing! 
HOME FURNISHINGS— Booklets uses, propagation, cultural notes of flowers, ar- 
ranged on a revolving circular chart’ so that all 
Color in Your Home. Suggestions for creating this information is readily available at a mo- 
color harmony in home 7 saenggy a pawn Se MOTs RONDE. 5 ciccets cen del Cabernet ss ' 25c 
Floors, Walls, and Ceilings. Detailed sugges- 
i for harmonizing these three factors of a HOME BUILDING 
of CURSE Sas 0 6. o CE MRECK EA 09 OS 6 CRS" 25ce 
Well. Drened Windows. How to choose colors & FINANCE— Booklets 
and materials for curtains and draperies..25¢ Better Homes er Gardens’ Book of Bildcost Gar- 
Furniture Arrangement and Balance. Diagrams d is 
ened-Fome Plats. . ..« o.0«5 6500s ¢stess 25c 
to show you how to place your furniture cor- My Better Homes e Gardens’ Household In- 
Ce ES ere er: EEE 25c ventory. To aid you in your household budget 
calculations; to prove your joss promptly and 
Leaflets beyond question, in case of fire or wee * 3 
Easily worth hundreds of dollars to you...... 5e 
B-I-2 el ag Make and Decorate — New Ideas for Building Your Home. One hun- 
OBTGS. wc ccccccrccssssecssvecsere Cc dred_ selected homes with photographs and 
floor plans, covering every style, every taste, 
GARDEN — Booklets every purse! Includes valuable information on 4 
every phase of building from financing thru 
The Garden Club Exchange. A monthly news construction methods, Fond insu _ é 
service for America’s clubs. Free to garden club air conditioning, painting, etc........... % 
} presidents and counselors of Junior Garden The Better Homes e Gardens Handbook for 
. Clubs—25c a year to all others. | ae (2) Pres 25¢ 
oa The Home at ener "s Pronouncing Dictionary. New Ideas for Your Modern Kitchen...... 10c A 
e Gives the meaning, brief description, and pro- 
nunciation of the commonest plant names used FOODS— Booklets 
° in gardening, new and completely revised. .50c 
paint cleaner Bridge Luncheon Menus.......-..-++++. 15c 
| Leaflets My. New Better Homes & Gardens Cook ‘Book. 
Not like any other cleaner you've EVER B-G-83 How to Grow Rhododendrons, Azaleas, ime i 25¢ mailing and Bondijas 
USED! Nothi lo f ond Giak Dea Siete 4c PE er eres 75c 
ot ung eise can quite ao tor B-G-71 A apg for Growing Tuberous Be- Ball 
walls, woodwork, any painted or var- neg Gah ede oe gle ad ree 
B-G-58 tow to Grow Raspberries and _— “Cooke Round Table News” 
nished — what Dic-A-Doo. does! pe rrie Sphere bic i: fc Appetizers and Such.................. 3c 
t t ; 
Unbelievably simple to use. Put it on. ueatiel Casden.A far y pene Venerable tn and Airy Risen ses? sseemes = 
ls : rt? bd : | Pe <9 FE a ee ey = re sets oe 
Wipe it off. The Dirt’s Gone! Lifted by months... . aceeesdoccccers ree 3c 
’ : . B-G-67 How to Grow China-asters........ We're Having Eggs 3c 
out by this magic method of cleaning B-G-63 aac to Use Hotbeds and eid Prizewinning Fish Menus...............3¢ 
wearer ee ee a > 
—not scrubbed out and rubbed out by B-G-59 How to Grow Gascents ant Goose- os —— ) a F cemllgiaestasenci —_ 
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NORGE STORES MORE FOOD 
—MORE CONVENIENTLY 


and the Watermelon Test proves it! 
Norge exclusive flexible interior ar- 
rangements provide for the storage of 
bulky foods— watermelons, turkeys, 
large roasts, tall bottles—without need- 
less sacrifice of shelf space. Twelve dif- 
ferent storage arrangements are pos- 
sible in most Norge models. 
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MORE PURE ICE—FASTER, 


EASIER—because of the exclusive 
fully sealed ice compartment... sealed 
at the back as well as the front! New 
freezer shelves help freeze ice 25% 
faster! See the Visual Taste-Test that 
broves Norge can give you ice as pure as 
the water you drink. Norge ice cubes 
never taste of cantaloupe, cabbage, or 
cheese! 


A SHAFT TURNS 
A BLADE MOVES 
A ROLLER ROLLS 


and there’s ie ay 





10-YEAR WARRANTY ON THE 
ROLLATOR* COMPRESSOR 
you buy today will still be in effect 
when this little girl is married. Only 
Norge has the surplus-powered Rollator 
compressor that makes cold by re- 
volving slowly in a permanent bath of 
protecting oil... That's why the Rollator 
Compressor... exclusive to Norge... 
carries a 10-YEAR WARRANTY. 


* REG. U. S. PAT. OFF. 














The smallest Norge electric Rollator 
compressor keeps three Norge refrig- 
erators cold for only a few pennies’ 
worth of safe, silent electric current! 

Think what this means to you in 
your own home... 

Extra power to make cold in one 
Norge no matter how hot the weather 
..-Current-sparing economy...less 
wear...longer life...in the Norge you 
buy! Extra freezing capacity that means 
all the ice cubes you want plus the 
greatest food protection! Extra value 
because the Norge Rollator compres- 
sor—the surplus-powered, miracle- 


























MORE PoweER-MoORE Lxectric Cotp-morE Economy 


“3 ON 1° TEST Proves the Smallest Norge 
Rollator Cold-Making Unit Keeps Three Refrigerators Cold 
{ »«« Yet Runs Only One-Third the Time in a 70° Room 





mechanism of refrigeration—carries a 
10-Year Warranty. 


See the remarkable “3 on 1” Test at 
your Norge dealer’s before you buy 
any refrigerator! See how Norge leads 
again with advanced and exclusive con- 
venience features...leads in beauty and 
modern styling that will make your 
kitchen the envy of all your friends. 


There is a Norge dealer in your 
neighborhood. <x 
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NORGE DIVISION Borg-Warner Corporation, 

606-670 East Woodbridge Street, Detroit, Michigan. 

In Canada: Canadian Radio Corporation, 622 Fleet 
Street, West, Toronto, Ontario 


ROLLATOR REFRIGERATION (Domestic & Commercial) ¢ GAS & ELECTRIC RANGES e WASHERS & IRONERS » WHIRLATOR OIL BURNERS 


GAS BURNERS e FINE-AIR FURNACES @ COAL STOKERS e AIR CONDITIONING e CIRCULATOR ROOM HEATERS e HOT WATER HEATERS 









PREPARE YOUR 














HOME FOR AIR | jeune ‘Wood Cose- 
CONDITIONING! Sapa 
GIVE YOUR HOME “Andersen Wood Case- 
A DEFINITE | ments harmonize beau- 
PERSONALITY! | sifully with any style of 
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‘ibaa tel. hdlient with the utility of 
Andersen Wood Casements. They are easy 
to-‘pperess sed easy to clean. Specish inaide” 
the screen in place — without icialiachaag 
screen are removable from the inside. 
Extension hinges permit washing outside 
glass from inside. 


Ask your architect about Andersen Wood 








A beautifully illustrated 

FREE 16-page book on How to 
Achieve Window Beauty in Large ; 3 
or Small Homes. owt 
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0 I am interested in building a home. 
©) I am interested in modernizing my home. 


- | 

ANDERSEN CORPORATION ~* = ” ! 
Bayport, Minnesota 1 
Please send me your FREE book on Window Beauty, | 
post paid, at no obligation to me. ! 
| 
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Sale AT HOME 
put Are you? 





By Estelle H. Ries 


AccIDENTS at home don’t just 
happen. They’re caused. This puts a 
mighty serious indictment on our door- 
step, but the ugly truth is that the ma- 
jority of mishaps, from cuts and bruises 
to stark tragedies, happen because 
some household detail has been poorly 
planned, some dangerous economy 
practiced, or some piece of equipment 
left out of order. 

We talk a lot about the dangers of 
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. elusive cake of soap 
somewhere underfoot"’ 


the road, but very little about the perils 
of being at home. Yet within a year 
5,000,000 persons are temporarily dis- 
abled in home accidents, 150,000 per- 
manently put out of commission, and 
39,000 killed. A safety survey recently 
estimated that this year, in nearly 3o,- 
000 homes, a life would be snuffed out 
because of household carelessness. 

Are you interested in being the next 
victim? 

First there’s the matter of sure foot- 
ing. Nearly half of the more serious 
household accidents oc- 
cur because of falls. Yet 
there are few of them 
that couldn’t have been 
avoided. Too little light 
or none at all, especial- 
ly at the head and foot 
of stairs, above porch 
steps, or in cellarways, 
gives you a good oppor- 
tunity to break your 
neck. Or if it’s only a 
couple of legs, your doc- 
tor won’t object, for the 
average stair fall has 
been figured at $132. For probably no 
more than $5 you could have installed 
an outlet with a proper light. 

Your son may brand you “spoil 
sport,” but don’t let that keep you 
from anointing your walk, steps, and 
driveway generously with sand, 





. embarrassed swain who 
lands at his lady's feet’ 


gravel, or ashes with the first icy weath- 
er and repeating the job whenever: 
needed. The sidewalk in front of your 
house is a public thorofare, and you 
should keep it safe. 

Or you can join 
the parade and fall 
down in your bath 
tub. Over 120,000 
people do it every 
year, which is also a 
good thing for the 
doctors and under- 
takers. Obviously a 
soap dish attached 
to the wall or tub is 
a lot safer place for 
the elusive cake 
than somewhere un- 
derfoot. If you’re 
clever enough to slip 
in a tub or shower without soap, get a 
vacuum mat to stand on—and be sure 
it’s not one which also slips just when 
you’ve one leg in the air. A firm hand- 
rail is a good safety device to assist 
large, heavy people in rising. 

The embarrassed swain who slips on 
the hall rug and lands at his lady’s feet 
may make good copy for the short 
story, but it’s no joke when it’s your 
own spinal column that’s been injured 
for life. Small, nimble rugs on polished 
floors and curled edges or worn spots 
that catch heels and toes have no ex- 
cuse whatsoever. Mend the breaks, 
weight the edges, and introduce under 
every small rug a non-skid pad of cork 
to hold it stationary. 

Even when there are no rugs, falls 
happen every day because of over- 
heavy waxing and insufficient polish- 
ing of the floor. It doesn’t look or wear 
any better, it walks off on the nearest 
carpet, and it makes a 
hurriedly taken corner 
a real menace. 

If you’re one of those 
who believe children 
should be allowed to 
manage themselves and 
their possessions with- 
out interference, you'll 
change your mind the 
first time you slip on 
Junior’s skates at the 
top of the stairs and go 
rocketing down to the 
tune of a tidy hospital 
bill. Orderliness is a safety rule you 
can’t afford to ignore. Objects left in 
unexpected places and things parked 
at the head or foot of stairs to be taken 
care of later are just plain dangerous. 

The silly habit of climbing on un- 
steady chairs and _ [ Turn to page 99 


* . . silly habit 
of climbing on 
unsteady chairs” 

















































CRAI 








MY KITCHEN WAS 


ted 


by the GHOST 
of an old idea 








THE NEW LOW COST of electric cook- NEW QUICK HEAT of. her modern elec- 
ing shooed a ghost right out of my kitchen _ tric range opened my eyes! She flipped the 
...ended my old-fashioned idea that it was _ switch and up popped cooking heat... just 
too expensive for me. One peek at Edna’s like that! What’s more, Edna said automatic 
low electric bills did the trick, And the... controls mean that whole meals practically 

cook themselves, And this amazing range... 


NATIONAL 
ELECTRIC RANGE 


April 11th to 30th 


MODERNIZE GET THIS VALUABLE MEAL. 


ELECTRIFY PLANNING BOOK! 80 pages... 
full-color illustrations. . . hundreds 
of easy-to-make recipes. Knows all, 
tells all about modern electric 
meals. Write your name and ad- 
dress on margin of this page, 
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enclose 10c and mail to 
CUTS WORK ...SAVES TIME. WE’VE GONE MODERN, TOO! P) the THE MODERN 
It refuses to blacken pots, pans, walls or My electric cooking is fast . . . workless on [\ KITCHEN BUREAU 
curtains. Scrubbing and scouring romp’... clean. I spend much less time in the % aap tattontin fine 


right out of your life... when you own kitchen. And we're really saving money! 2 dl New York, N. Y 
an electric range. Needless to say, I Why don’t you see your electric company 
promptly told all to my husband. Sonow... or dealer? You'll get a big thrill at... 








CRAWFORD © ELECTROMASTER © ESTATE © FRIGIDAIRE © GENERAL ELECTRIC © HOTPOINT © KELVINATOR ©L. & H. © MONARCH © NORGE © QUALITY © STANDARD © WESTINGHOUSE 








































it rattled no chains and shook no bones—but there was an unwelcome 
ghost in Mary’s guest room! It hid in the sheets, the curtains, the linens. 
Guests saw it with horror but didn’t dare mention it—until Cousin Flo 
saw the ghost in the bed. 





NEXT MORNING 


BS The very next morning, Cousin Flo told Mary—“It’s tattle-tale gray 

-% that’s haunting your clothes. Your weak-kneed soap doesn’t wash things 

a perfectly clean. If you want to chase out that mean dingy shadow—to 
Ba banish tattle-tale gray—change to Fels-Naptha Soap.” 


FEW WEEKS LATER 


\ ' 
ont oe And that was the end of the ghost in the guest room. Thanks to 
- Fels-Naptha’s richer golden soap and lots of gentle naptha, Mary now 
4 gets all the dirt out of clothes. The sheets shine so white—and everything 


smells so fresh and sweet—friends say it’s a thrill to sleep at her house! 


~~ 
. Why don’t you play safe, too? See how easy it is to... 


AN 


Baniih ws, Gattle- Dale ; Gray” ( NEW! Try ) 
Drm 2 e . G, Fels-Naptha 
atth Bebs- A aftha S cafes Soap Chips, too! j 


COPR. 1936, FELS & CO. 
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SHE SAW A GHOST EN THE BED... 














He Has Collect-itis— 


[ Begins on page 30] 


awe in his voice as I asked, “Where did 
you find this germ-carrier?”’ 

“At a book stall on Hastings Street. 

Hastings Street in our town is not of 
the élite or the fastidious. I shuddered. 

Mercifully, however, the limited first 
edition debauch lasted but a short time. 
For that was an expensive, altho I’ll ad- 
mit a fascinating, hobby. Even I, skeptic 


” 





“There's nothing like a flower 
garden to keep a man happy” 


that I am, was glad to make place on the 
bookshelf for a volume of poems that 
Marie Antoinnette was supposed to have 
received from some lover. 

But when Uncle John considerately left 
us a little money in his will, Davy became 
so busy with plans for our new home that 
he forgot his pursuits as a collector. 

We had just moved our majolica, Shera- 
ton, and first editions into our dream 
home and were nicely settled, when one 
lovely September morning Davy strolled 
over to the neighbors for a little friendly 
chat. In an hour or so he came back carry- 
ing a bunch of wilted hollyhock plants, a 
stringy-looking peony root, and a moth- 
eaten tulip bulb. He was as happy as a 
kid with free tickets to a circus and his 
eyes were that beautiful dark blue. 

“Hon, look what I’ve got,” he shouted 
when within earshot. “Mr. Ketchum says 
there’s nothing like a flower garden to 
keep a man contented.” 

“Hmmm,” I looked the offerings over 
gingerly. “Did he say anything about 
what keeps a woman contented?” 


Bur Dave was too busy with his spade 
even to hear me. For already he was a 
changed man. He went into this new 
hobby with a zest and an open mind 
which made all his other ventures pale 
into mere fan interest. I never knew a 
man could get so cock-eyed over a lily 
or a pine tree! 

All that winter he pored over garden 
catalogs and had lengthy correspondence 
with flower growers. All winter the family 


shekels fattened the bank accounts of 


nurserymen and iris specialists. All win- 
ter I denied myself the little luxuries 
women delight i in—a new perfume, facials 
at Mimi’s, delicious almond tea-cakes for 
dessert, everything that keeps a woman 
interested in living. Just when I had 
saved enough for an oil shampoo or a 
box of dusting powder, Dave, with his 
ingenious smile and a coaxing kiss, would 
tell me of a new hemlock gem he’d seen 
at some exhibit or an iris so rare that 
flower growers talked about it in whispers. 
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And well I love Davy, so—— 
the oil shampoo went the evergreen way. 

I passed up the best show of the season 
when the Club had their theater party 
because he had just put in an order for a 
new bearded iris. To be sure Dave devoted 
almost an entire evening telling me what 
a swell gal I was. But my sunny disposi- 
tion was wearing frowns. Spring had now 
lifted into April and I didn’t even have a 
new hat. But try and get one! 


One bright May morning matters came 
decidedly to a botanical crisis. 

Unknown to my hobby-horse husband 
I had saved my bridge prize money, which 
was almost enough for a stunning green 
creation I had seen in a swanky hat shop. 

This May morning I was upstairs count- 
ing my change for the hat and trying to 
hold out enough for cube steaks for dinner 
when the doorbell buzzed. I peeked out 
the window. An expressrhan was unload- 
ing several crates and a big package 
wrapped in burlap. 

I greeted the expressman with my most 
alluring smile. 

“Sign here, Madam.” 

“Express collect for that dirt? Never!” 
I started to slam the door, but he had 
hauled the stuff halfway into the entry. 
What should I do? There was the prize 
money. No, I wouldn’t! I just wouldn’t. 

But I did. As the expressman was leav- 
ing, I weakly asked, pointing a trembling 
finger at the burlap bag, “Where did this 
mess come from?” 


He grinned, “Rhode Island, Madam.” 
WE LIVE in Michigan! Of all the states 


in the Union to have it sent from, Dave 
would have to pick one a thousand miles 
away. And that was just one of the many 
things I told him when he breezed home 
that night. The breeze stiffened to a 
nor’easter when I told him a tale about 
my hat and a new suit which I needed, 
tickets to the symphony, and a few more 
choice tidbits. But the nor’easter softened 
to a zephyr by the time we had dinner in 
town and a show later. 

Dave does meet situations with finesse! 

And during dinner he promised me I 
could display his iris at the spring flower 
show (wearing my new suit). 

However, that night before dropping 
off to sleep, he whispered, “Honey, I’m 
going to enjoy our garden this year. I’ve 
quit buying.” I sighed in content, promis- 
ing myself that hat next payday. "Then he 
murmured, “Remember that stone I 
found the other day?” I didn’t, but I 
“uh-huhd,” drowsily. “It’s too good for 
the rockery,” he continued excitedly. I 
could almost see his blue eyes darkening. 
“A fellow at Sam’s told me it was a valu- 
able mineral.” 


Br FORE I could answer, he said eager- 
ly, his arm tightening around me, “We’ll 
take a trip to the mountains next summer, 
Hon. You’ve always wanted to see the 
Canyon.” And I gathered from the next 
half hour’s monologue that there’s a col- 
lection of minerals stored away in the 
Rockies which Dave has been itching to 
take a pickax to for some time now. 

But I was too sleepy to talk back. This 
had been a big day. Starting with peat- 
moss from Rhode Island and ending with 
rocks in a Colorado mountain. “Any- 
way, there’s one thing,” I thought before 
I drifted off to the land of illusions and 
chapeaux, “life is never two days the 
same with a hobby-horse husband. And 
maybe he’ll find gold, or something.” 











YOU'LL UKE THE GREATER GLASS AREA OF 
ALUMINUM WINDOWS 












































Aluminum windows ready to 
be setin place. He has no la- 
bor to add for assembling of 
knocked-down parts, no 
weatherstripping, paint- 
ing, fitting or refitting. That 
makes a nice saving for 
builder and owner alike. 


LUMINUM WINDOWS let in more light. Frames THE BUILDER receives 
Aina sash are extremely narrow, so wall open- 

ings are almost entirely glass. For equal glass 
areas, you gain valuable interior wall space 
with Aluminum windows. 

The combination of light weight and ac- 
curately fitted parts makes these windows easy 
to open and close. They are permanently 
weathertight. Because Aluminum is highly re- 










sistant to corrosion, painting is never necessary. 
You have no warped or swollen sash, no rotted 
or rusted parts to demand attention. Costs are 
surprisingly low. 

You may have the free booklet listing manu- 
facturers of Aluminum windows. It also con- 
tains full descriptions and drawings of the 
various types. Write to ALUMINUM COMPANY 
OF AMERICA, 1912 Gulf Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


ALUMINUM WINDOWS 
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Willard Batteries Give Protection to Millions 

































“You just CAN’T stall with 
one of these transit-mix trucks 
when they’re loaded with tons of 
“hot” concrete. We drive them 
mighty hard, so quite naturally 
the boss protects himself with the 
best battery he can get—a Willard. 


“What a beating the battery in 
my truck takes. Doing much of 
its work at night, with lights going full blast, this Willard 
must start the motor that runs the big drum as well as 


the motor of the truck. 


“In spite of this load the Willard in my truck lasted so 
long I decided to put one in my own little jollopy! And, 
to my surprise, I found Willard prices aren’t any higher 


than many other brands. 


“Believe me, brother, if you want protection for yourself 
and your family, quick starting, dependability in any 
weather and lower battery cost—buy a Willard.” 









WILLARD STORAGE 
BATTERY COMPANY 


Cleveland « Dallas « Los Angeles 
Toronto, Canada 





Because they . . Last longer. . Crank faster .. Don’t let you down! 
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April seems to have been the month when 
most American wars were started, partly be- 
cause wives were too busy with their spring 
cleaning to notice what their husbands were 
up to. 

“pe “ee 


We have a window platform where we 
feed the neighborhood birds all winter, 
and then the little rascals eat up our 
grass seed in the spring and gaze at us 
reproachfully for more. 


+f # 


“She is so high-strung,” says Phyllis 
Gowan about the girl around the corner, 
“that when a man looks at her she suspects 
him of improper motives, and when he looks 
away she feels she has been jilted!” 


+ + + 


Few things give a home-ownersuch asense of 
financial acumen as to have a 4!/ percent 
mortgage on his house when the city in which 
he lives is paying 5 percent on its bonds. 


-. ese 


And is there anything like the first 
glimpse of the fuzzy little green leaves on 
the April trees to remind you that life is 
good and you have only 30 or 40 years 
left to live! 

ee a 


The Phi Beta Kappa college grad con- 
Sided to me over the hedge last evening that 
he would gladly trade his master’s degree 
for a little mundane knowledge about car- 
pentry, electricity, and plumbing. 


his oe 


Alas, it’s a serious mistake for wives to see 
no glamor whatever in their own husbands 
and then merely to resent it when other 
women do. 


oe 


To judge by what the neighbors are 
saying about their new automobiles, their 
only worry in breaking them in is not to 
drive them under 60 miles an hour the 
first 1,000 miles! 
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“What America really needs,” says the 
girl across the street, “is an invisible ray 
to warn a girl in the book-room with a 
young man when one of her parents ap- 
proaches.” 

ae. *» 


To some collegians and co-eds springtime 
also brings a touch of dismay, when they 
must contemplate leaving the grandeur of 
their fraternity and sorority houses and return- 
ing to the lesser splendors of the old homestead. 


ete 


One difficulty with those big droopy 
hats is that if you try to lift one up a little 
way, or cut a little hole in it, so you can 
see the screen in a movie, the wearer 
thinks you’re getting fresh! 


+ + + 


Some motorists would be dangerous on 
the highways even if their cars ran on tracks 
and there were a wall in the middle of the 
road to help protect them from collisions. 


AG # 


Our maid reports that some of the smart 
youths-around-town have taken to loitering in 
front of theaters where a Robert Taylor movie 
is on the screen, so as to encounter the girls 


when they are in a romantic mood as they | 


come out. 
ee 


The young matron in the b. w.’s bridge 
club who once threatened to divorce her 
husband if he ever got bald, decided that 
his high temples look very distinguished 
when he proposed to take a $30 series of 
hair-restoring treatments. 


+ + + 


That cute little boy around the corner 
was on his way to becoming a musical 
genius after his wealthy grandparents pre- 
sented him with an $800 piano—until his 


less affiuent grandparents gave him a bi- | 


cycle. 
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The most painful April Fool joke of all, of 
course, is the one the postman plays on you 
when he fills your mailbox full of bills on 
April 1, just when you thought you were a 
few dollars ahead! | Turn to next page 




















The most painful April Fool joke of all... 











Or your home. - 


oncrete 
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All Five 





Home of August Schram, Seaford Manor, Long Island. R. Heidelberger, 
Seaford Manor, Architect. Concrete walls and firesafe concrete floor. 





N°? need to sacrifice one advantage to 
retain another—if you build of con- 
crete. You can have your cake and eat it. 


Give your fine furnishings, heirlooms 
and equipment the protection of a con- 
crete home that remains snug and dry in 
winter, cool in summer; that stands se- 
cure against fire, storm, termites and de- 
cay. You'll have a lovely, livable home 
free from creaking, uneven floors, sagging 
walls, gaping baseboards and sticking 
windows. 

Concrete is adaptable to Colonial, 
English, Cape Cod, Ranch House or any 
architectural style. Wide choice of colors 
and surface texture—and its beauty en- 
dures. Yet concrete adds only a few dol- 
lars to your monthly payments, and more 
than pays them back in lower upkeep 


and higher resale value. In some cases 
concrete costs no more than ordinary 
construction. 


CONCRETE FLOORS should be a 
“must” in every home. Their cost is low. 
They’re sagproof, damp-proof, warm, 
quiet. They guard against basement fires. 
They take any covering—such as wood, 
carpet, terrazzo or linoleum —different in 
each room if you prefer. 


How to get a Concrete Home 


Ask a manufacturer of concrete masonry 
units or a concrete contractor for the 
names of architects, builders and realtors 
experienced in concrete construction. 
Write us for a free booklet showing 
attractive concrete homes and how to 
build them. 


PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION 


Dept. A4-9, 33 W. Grand Ave., Chicago, III. 


A national organization to improve and extend the uses of con- 
crete through scientific research and engineering field work. 
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EVER AFTER 

















HE WAS “FED UP*' WITH PUFFY 
MATTRESSES that cave in after a time 
— with springs that become jumbled 
and padding that wads up. She had 
enough of their dust-catching pits; their 
tick-tearing stitched-through cords; 
their sagging edges. On a mattress- 
shopping trip they found the answer to 
their problem: PERFECT SLEEPER, the 
revolutionary new-type mattress that 
hasn't a single tuft—a surface as 
smooth as a table-top — and is as uni- 
formly resilient as an inflated cushion. 






FROM A DUST-PROOF SANITARY 
CARTON courteous delivery men re- 
moved the beautifully designed damask- 
covered PERFECT SLEEPER, carried it 
upstairs, put it in place —clean and 
fresh — without muss or upset. 


SMOOTH SLEEP AT LAST! Most 
important of all, the PERFECT 
SLEEPER provides sleeping com- 
fort that is truly luxurious. With 
its perfectly smooth surface—even 
spring pressure, and no tied-down 
padding in spots, the PERFECT 
SLEEPER "molds" itself to the 
curves of your body — gently yet 
firmly; supports every ounce of 
your weight evenly. . .. You rest 
= completely — all over! 


WRITE for pictures and descrip- 
tions of SLEEPER Mattresses, 
‘| Springs and Studio Couches. 





bj \ 
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P ERFECT SLEEPER construction is exclusive — patented. Its 


tuftlessness is not just "skin deep." It has no secret tufts beneath the 
ticking. (Look out for imitations.) The PERFECT SLEEPER is tuftless 
through and through. Yet its padding will not "creep"; nor will its 
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springs lean or work through. $39.50 at good bedding stores. Also the 
SLEEPER tuftless RESTAL-KNIGHT, $29.75; SMOOTH-REST, $24.75. 
(Slightly higher on Pacific Coast.) Beautiful patterned ticking in a choice 


of attractive colors. Sleeper, Inc., 






American Furniture Mart, Chicago. 









* See the new "“COILUX" Bed Spring 
by SLEEPER, $19.75. Full flexible top 
- ideal mattress support. 
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The Man Next Door 


[| Continued from preceding page | 


What most trailer tourists would reall, 
like, of course, would be parking spac 
beside the swimming pool on someone’ 
$100,000 estate. 


— 


The grocery boy says the gossip is that 
the red-haired wife in the modernisti 
bungalow would like to divorce her hus- 
band, but she’s afraid he might enjoy hi: 
new peace and freedom too much. 


ae, ee 


’ 


“| estimate,"’ confides Les Gowan, ‘‘that | 
save about $200 a year by losing my temper 
each month when | go over the bills with my 
wife, which is pretty good pay for a few hours 
grouchiness.” 

+ 


+ + 


There was quite a family reunion over 
at the apartment hotel the other day, 


| when a friend of mine accidently en 


countered his ex-wife and her ex-husband 
in the dining-room, and her daughter by 


| her first marriage tried to figure out her 
| relationship to his little boy by his pres- 





ent marriage. 
+ 
If they ever heard about the flooded towns 
in the American river valleys, the savages 
along the Amazon would feel quite superior 
about building their houses on stilts. 


+ 





The savages along the Ama- 
zon feel quite superior... 


Another comical thing about this land 
of the free is that we pay taxes to provide 
pensions for office-holders on the public 
payroll (some of whom earn more money 


| than we do) who don’t pay any taxes at 


all! 
+ 9% 


Some husbands, alas, are blind to their 
wives’ charms until they are suddenly 


| shocked to see other men treating them as if 
| they were Greta Garbo’s better-looking sisters. 


+ + + 


Although I'm waked by an electric alarm 
clock and shave with an electric razor while 


| breakfasting off an electric warming tray 


under a sun lamp while listening to the radio, 
in my heart of hearts | feel I'm just an old- 
fashioned man. 


—HARLAN MILLER 
































OLD DESIGNS 
FOR A 


New Easter 


By Christel Huttenlocher 


(See egg designs in color, page 36) 


To ANCIENT races the egg was 
symbolic of new life and of the new 
year—an occasion celebrated in the 
spring which became the Easter fes- 
tival of Christian peoples. Many of 
the customs of the old celebration be- 
came associated with the new, and 
today in middle Europe you will find 
Easter eggs decorated with ‘the de- 
signs of the ancient Persians. 


THE Simp-est of theold 
designs use flower forms 
to symbolize new life on 
earth. Put the hard- 
cooked or blown egg on a 
folded cloth to keep it 
from rolling about. On each half out- 
line the design and border (see pic- 
ture) with a hard pencil, drawing the 
flower freehand and tracing the bor- 
der round a small scallop cut out of 
stiff paper. Here you'll need a steady 
hand. Leave the lily white. Use water 
colors for dark green leaves, black 
outlines and background, and for yel- 
low and fuchsia. Combine black, 
white, and yellow in border. When 
using pastel colors it is best to select 
white-shelled eggs. 


You Witt Finp this 
7 purely geometric design 
either more difficult or 
simpler to do, depending 
upon your ability to 
make accurate measurements on an 
oval surface and the steadiness of 
your hand in the fine brush work. Try 
your colors on paper first, remember- 
ing that large black areas will accent 
them beautifully. You may enjoy 
creating your designs by cutting 
folded paper with very sharp scissors, 
unfolding, placing it over the egg, 
and tracing stencil fashion. 





In Tus GEOMETRIC de- 
sign the flower forms are 
still evident altho the 
symbolism and the de- 
sign are more compli- 
cated. Straight paper 
edges, a compass and cut- 


out scallops will help with the pencil 
outlines. The Persians used dyes made 
from berries and roots in yellows, or- 
ange, and bricky reds; and the royal 
purple from a sea mollusk. Combine 
several colors for the design, with 
black for the larger areas. 
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So many times a day 






f. YOU COURT A COLD several times 

i 4 aday. A draft, for example, may 

reduce body resistance so that 

germs residing in the throat get 

the upper hand. Better gargle 
Listerine. 





SOMEONE COUGHS ON YOU—ac- 
tive germs accompanying colds 
may be carried by droplets 
through the air, and deposited 
in your throat to join other dan- 
gerous bacteria. Both may at- 
tack the tissue. Gargle Listerine. 





BEFORE AFTER 


HINK what it would mean to you 
and your family to escape heavy 
colds and their dangerous after-effects. 
And now the delightful Listerine treat- 
ment offers you that possibility. Lister- 
ine treats a cold for what it is—an 
acute local infection. 


Tests made during a 7-year study of 
the common cold reveal these remark- 
able results: Those who gargled Listerine 
Antiseptic twice a day had fewer colds 
and milder colds than non-garglers. 


fu Dango! 


MOUTH GERMS REDUCED 
96.7% IN TESTS 
15 MINUTES AFTER 
GARGLING LISTERINE 
The graphs at left show the 
average germ reduction 
effected by Listerine Anti- 
septic in repeated tests. Five minutes after gargling, tests showed 


germs were reduced 94.6% on the average; fifteen minutes after, 
96.7%; one hour after, nearly 80° on the average. 





















FEET GET WET—Once more. your 
resistance may be weakened, by A 
wet or cold feet. Germs may con- 
tinue their attack, invading the 
mucous membrane. To control 





them, gargle Listerine. 

















Moreover, the colds reached the danger 
zone of the lungs less frequently than 
those of non-users. 

The secret of Listerine’s success, we 
beiieve, must be that it reaches the in- 
visible virus (bacteria) that many au- 
thorities say starts a cold, and also kills 
the mouth-residing “secondary invaders” 
that complicate a cold. Use Listerine this 
winter and see for yourself what it does 
for you. 


LAMBERT PHARMACAL Co., St. Louis, Mo. 


LISTERINE fr COLDS 


See.. ffs . - Page 8 
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WATCH THOSE (ubbreni Vii 
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They’re still top-ranking PHOTOGRAPHIC Se In A 
enemies of childhood, but a 
few of them are falling before 

the onslaught of science oe 

By Gladys Denny Shultz 

Child Care and Training Director 5 

Better Homes & Gardens C 
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LL set for my inter- : 

view, I arrived at the office be 

of the director of the divi- Wi 

sion of preventable diseases in 

of the state department of to 

health, just as that gentle- ye 

man was holding a cryptic 4 


and rather gory long-dis- 
tance telephone discourse. 

“I’m sorry, Doctor,” he 
was saying, ‘‘but we can’t 
send you serum for purely 





























preventive purposes. We bil 
can supply it only for pa- sp 
tients who actually need it. Bedrest and light diet are very important—serums must be given early to be most effective ha 
The epidemic is just start- ea 
ing, and not many potential gu 
donors have developed yet. Mr 
“By the way, do you have enough donors to hold diseases. Until quite recently there has seemed “ 
a bleeding clinic in your town? Splendid! Then nothing to do except to protect children from ex- me 
you can get plenty of blood to immunize your own posure as long as possible. evi 
people and you'll be helping us as well. Let us know New serums have changed all this. Interestingly -- 
when your potential donors are ready and we’ll ar- enough, they’re made from human blood, drawn 
range for te clinic.” from persons recently recovered from the disease. Pr 
Clicking down the receiver, the director caught Hence the name “convalescent serums.”’ 
my puzzled look and laughed a bit wearily. “That S: 
ought to be a good start for your story. Let me in- THRU their use, scarlet fever and measles, two a 
terpret it for you; then give you a picture of our diseases which have had a high mortality rate and par 
latest methods for putting the so-called children’s _—_a_ bad record of after-effects, can be largely con- one 
diseases out of business.”’ trolled. There’s also a vaccine for whooping cough Sh 
An epidemic, he explained, was beginning—one which lessens its severity. The health officer went zin 
of those waves of contagion which attack the child on to say that undoubtedly chicken pox and mumps Ou 
population so regularly that the healthdepartment could be held in check, too, if they were serious all 
can chart them much as a meteorologist charts enough to warrant it. Poliomyelitis (infantile pa- anc 
the weather. ralysis) serum, taken from former sufferers, re- tha 
mains the best weapon developed so far against a 
THE season starts with infantile paralysis, which that infection which differs od the so-called M, 
appears in late summer and vanishes usually with children’s diseases in that many people seem nat- | 
cold weather. It claims comparatively few victims urally immune to it, whereas a large proportion of | 
but is more feared than any other disease. Scarlet those exposed to the others contract them. n 
fever enlivens the holiday season for many fami- The idea behind the serum treatment is that 
lies, and whooping cough, measles, chicken pox, there are certain protective substances in the blood \ 
and mumps keep seats empty in the lower grades of a person recently recovered from one of these frie 
until school closes in the spring. diseases. If this blood is injected in time into the dro 
Thirty years ago diphtheria and smallpox would veins or muscles of others it will either prevent the ag 
y) hag “HG, eaREPT ae arg * eS ve ly z 
have headed this list, but the development of per- illness entirely or at least do away with serious 6 fe 
manent immunizations has rendered them almost _after-effects. ne 
negligible in communities which respect and carry Perhaps this all seems very sober and scientific, and 
out preventive measures. Not so with the other but the way in which the se- _[ Turn to page 92 we 
floo 
























ADVERTISING PA GPS REMOVED 


We Parents 


How We Cope With Everyday Child-Training Problems 


An Open Forum for Mothers and Fathers 
Conducted by 


Gladys Denny Shultz 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS’ CHILD CARE AND TRAINING DIRECTOR 


Spotlighting Careers 


SOMETIME ago I started for my chil- 
dren a scrapbook entitled ““What Shall I 
Do?” In it I’ve pasted many magazine 
articles pertaining to careers. Sometimes 
I’ve obtained only typed or penned com- 
ments from personal experiences, but the 
book is rich in help and interest. In this 
way I hope to guide my children in decid- 
ing which lifework they wish to follow and 
to avoid deciding too late; and my 12- 
year-old daughter and her companions 
greatly enjoy the career scrapbook.—Mrs. 
R. W. Matthews, Seattle, Washington. 


Children Have Guest Night 


ln SPITE of a wildly searing grocery 
bill, we use this scheme to keep that divine 
spark of hospitality which our children 
have exhibited: One evening of the week 
each of our three children may invite a 
guest for dinner. The children do the plan- 
ning, most of the work, and all the enter- 
taining. We now have one guest evening 
a week instead of seven, and know how 
many to plan for it. We have a few quiet 
evenings to ourselves. Everyone’s happy. 


—Mrs. F. M. Wood, Lincoln, Nebraska. 
Pride of Possession 


SMALL daughter observed the “mine 
and thine” rule in regard to most things; 
only when it came to magazines it didn’t 
seem to make any impression upon her. 
She joyously attacked every new maga- 
zine that arrived. But we found a way. 
Our magazine rack has two sections. I put 
all my magazines in the rear and her books 
and old magazines in the front. Now that 
that part of the rack is hers, she’s con- 
tent to play with the books and articles 
in her section, leaving ours alone.—Mrs. 
Mabel L. Zeisser, Royal Oak, Michigan. 





In Defense of Cutting Up 


We've three*children and most of our 
friends have several. When the families 
dropped in for a visit, all those children 
with nothing in particular to do were real- 
ly a problem. So we bought a canvas 4 by 
6 feet, half a dozen boxes of colored cray- 
ons, small scissors, paste, colored paper, 
and drawing books. Now when they arrive 
we spread the canvas on the basement 
oor or up in the attic, pass around the 





Some mothers put their children in the corner when they cry or sulk. | put mine down in front 
of a mirror for five minutes. It always works! | also use a mirror to remind them to clean up 
before coming to the table. It's also placed so they can see themselves while eating, and has 
done a lot toward improving table manners without spoken corrections. —Mrs. B. E. English, 


Pasadena, California. 


material, and leave the youngsters to 
amuse themselves. When they’re thru, 
they fold up the canvas and put it away 
with the other things in their special box. 
—Mrs. Nellie Loper, Thomson, Georgia. 


What! No Crusts? 


Our s-year-old daughter loves peanut- 
butter sandwiches, but decidedly doesn’t 
love to eat the crusts. ““No,” she says, 
“we'll give them to the blackbirds.” 

This was nice for the blackbirds, but not 
very good training for the young lady. So 
one day I put extra butter and peanut 
butter on the crusts and rolled each one 
in a lettuce leaf. They stayed rolled sur- 
prisingly well but could have been held 
even more securely with toothpicks. The 
crusts now disappear like magic.—Mrs. K. 
C. Hague, Los Angeles, California. 


Time-Wasting Corrected 


Our daughter Jane is of average intelli- 
gence, quick, capable, and does her tasks 
well—but formerly only when we worked 
together. 

To leave Jane alone with some task 
was to court failure. It took her too long 
to clean a room; to get a meal was out of 
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the question. She seemed to have no 
sense of time. Responsibility bewildered 
her. 

But we determined to overcome this 
problem and we’ve succeeded. We simply 
piled responsibility after responsibility 
upon her shoulders. If Jane didn’t get 
dressed in time, she was left at home. No- 
body hurried her, no one seemed to notice. 
When she cooked a meal, no one rushed 
in at the last moment to give her a hand. 
She was left to do things by herself, and if 
she had time for her own pleasures and 
privileges it was because she managed her 
own work.—C. M. F., Meadow Grove, 
Nebraska. 


A Vocabulary-Builder 


Iswrr it a pleasure to hear a child talk 
who has at his command more than the 
average child’s limited vocabulary? We’ve 
hit upon this plan to enlarge our children’s 
vocabularies and keep our conversations 
above the commonplace. 

Father begins: “Children, let us take 
the word S-M-A-R-T. How many differ- 
ent meanings has this sentence, ‘She is a 
SMART girl’?” 

Jean answers quickly, “She is an in- 
telligent girl.” Don says, “‘She’s an in- 
dustrious girl.” | Turn to page 121 
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“Children’s Diseases” | 
t 

| Begins on page 88 | | 
rums are obtained has a touch of the f 
theatrical, even the bizarre. When an t 
epidemic is raging, you may see in your s 
daily paper an invitation to citizens to at- a 
tend a “bleeding clinic” at a certain on le t! 
and place. This is intended for those over a 
12 years of age who have just had scarlet g 
fever, measles, or infantile paralysis; have a 
had a doctor’s care thru it; been reported a 

to the board of health; endured quaran- 

tine; and in other ways carried out the e) 
rules of the game. They are now willing, h 
in the interests of mankind, to part with cl 
some of their blood. ct 
sc 

THe potential donor for measles or E 
scarlet fever must be out of quarantine bl 
but must have recovered from the disease in 
not more than four months previdusly. m 
For infantile paralysis, anyone is eligible so 

who has ever had the disease, for the pro- 

tective substances produced by poliomye- pa 
litis are believed to be more lasting than lik 
the others. The immunity given by all ex 
these serums, however, is of only two or pe 
three weeks duration and must be re- ly 
newed with each epidemic. F 
Let’s suppose that you accept this ( 
unusual invitation and come to the bleed- be 
ing clinic. If your name checks with the he 
list i in the department of health and you're de 
in good physical condition, a doctor will eff 
drain a cup of your blood into an 8-ounce th 
flask and pay you $5 for it. If you’re a liti 
very husky specimen, you can give two pal 
cups and get $10. I was told that some av 
soldiers at the army post, convalescents sus 
from scarlet fever, made a tidy bit of flui 
Christmas money in this way. A vigorous is f 
person can give blood once a month thi 
without ill effect. tha 
hav 

Bur it’s in the infantile paralysis bleed- an 
| ing clinic that human interest abounds. utn 
| “*The donors come from all over,” ex- o> 
plained the health officer, ‘perhaps even 2A 
| from other states. Often the small sum ing 
they receive can’t begin to pay their ex- not 
r penses. They’re simply drawn by a desire by: 
n to help others. You may see the lame. resi 
“ pe POF, Often several have to be helped up on the for 
infec y wi table, but all are happy because they feel to g 
usua pickly> © they may be preventing the crippling of has 
someone else.” dise 

Your blood, tightly stoppered and S 
chilled, is sent to a serum center along 0 
with other containers from your com- cath 
munity but it’s kept separate thru the that 
entire processing until it’s passed the Port 
Wasserman and cther tests, given to make that 
sure it contains no harmful bacteria. All brin 
the blood cells are then removed and only Eve 
a clear, yellowish liquid remains, about he’s 
40 percent of the original bulk. This terir 
is incubated, sterilized, a preservative juni 
added, filtered, and finally put into vials Says 
and kept under refrigeration until needed. _ 
Given as a preventive,the scarlet fever ~ 
serum can protect 97 percent of all those ? 
exposed to the disease. It’s taken without sm 
discomfort, for being made from human oad 
blood there’s none of the painful reaction 7 
some people receive from serums made sh a. 
with horses’ blood. d te. 
If the disease has developed, with the ai 
characteristic sore throat and rash, within "E 
24 hours after the serum has been in- *: 
again 
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jected the throat will be better and the 
rash disappearing. Best of all, it does away 
with the after-effects dreaded in scarlet 
fever, ear complications, and kidney 
trouble. 


Mucu the same results are obtained | 


from measles serum, with the difference 
that when the child is old enough and 
strong enough to stand it, he’s usually 
allowed to contract the disease, then given 
the serum so that he can have a light 
attack. Thus permanent immunity is 
gained, an important point, for measles is 
a disease that people are bound to get as 
adults if they escape it as children. 
Measles serum injected four days after 
exposure prevents the disease and is a 
help with babies or children with any 


chronic condition such as diabetes, tuber- | 


culosis, or malnutrition. When my own 
son, Peter, was two months old and 


Eleanor got the measles, the doctor took | 


blood directly from her and injected it 
into the baby, saving him from what 


might have been a disastrous illness at | 


so tender an age. 

If the exposed youngster is strong and 
past infancy, however, the doctor will 
likely wait until six or seven days after 
exposure, when the symptoms have ap- 


peared, to give the serum. This immediate- 


ly lightens the attack. 


For infantile paralysis, nothing has yet 
been found which all authorities are satis- 
fied either confers immunity or can be 
depended upon to do away with the ill 
effects of the disease. But health au- 
thorities do believe that if the poliomye- 


litis convalescent serum is given before | 


paralysis sets in, serum may in some cases 
avert the paraly: sis. 


The procedure in | 


suspected cases is to drain the spinal | 
fluid, examine it, and if infantile paralysis 


is found, to inject the serum. Fortunately 
this serum remains potent much longer 
than the others and the serum center will 
have it on hand even at the beginning of 


an outbreak. Early diagnosis is of the | 


utmost importance, for if paralysis once 
attacks a victim, little can be done. 

Pertussis, the vaccine made from w hoop- 
ing cough patients who have recovered, is 
not a certain preventive but is believed 
by many doctors to build up the patient’s 
resistance to the disease and thus make 
for a lighter attack. It’s an excellent plan 
to give it to an infant or young child who 
has been exposed, for fatalities in this 
disease come from their ranks. 


So WIDESPREAD has been the edu- 
cation for vaccination against smallpox 
that in some states no cases are ever re- 
ported. Parents must remember, however, 
that any relaxing in vigilance would soon 
bring back this scourge with all its horrors. 
Every baby should be vaccinated before 
he’s a year old, revaccinated before en- 
tering school, and once more between 
junior and senior high, the health officer 
says. He guarantees that there'll be no 
discomfort or scar after one vaccination 
has taken, providing succeeding ones are 
properly administered. 





Diphtheria immunization has been 
greatly improved. Toxoid, requiring only 
One treatment, is giv en widely in place of 
toxin-antitoxin which required three. The 
latter, incidentally, is made now from 


sheep's blood instead of horses’s, which 
does away with the allergic reaction men- | 
tioned before. 

Every baby should be immunized | 
[ Turn to next page | 


against diphtheria 
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Adopt the 


KLEENEX’ HABIT 


Smart drivers always keep it in the car! 


@ Drivers everywhere find Kleenex Tissues 
mighty handy in the car to wipe hands, 
wheel, windshield and greasy places—and 
to use as handkerchiefs Sieg colds. 

Thanks to the Serv-a-Tissue box there’s 
always a fresh Kleenex Tissue within reach, 
waiting for you. Pull it out and another 
pops up ready for use. No waste, no mess, 
no fumbling with clumsy boxes! So buy 
Kleenex in the Serv-a-Tissue box—now 2 
boxes for 25c. Keep a box in your car and 
one in every room in your home! 


KLEENE X* 


DISPOSABLE TISSUES 
(*Trade Mark Reg. U. S. Patent Office) 








BUY KLEENEX 


IN THE 


SERVA-TISSUE BOX 


it Saves as it Serves—one double tissue at a time 














J KLEENEX LIPSTICK TISSUES for handbag and dressing table. End 
Ylow lipstick stains on towels, gloves, hankies! 12 packs only 20c. 





See. . Gsiss .. Page 8 
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e Lithograph by Rosert Rices for Hawauan Prnearrrte Co., Lrp. 
' “Child , Di ” 
| ildren’s Diseases 
‘ 
| , before his first birthday and then be giy- 
| en the Schick test six months later to be 
sure the treatment has taken. S 
an 
QuarRANTINE is changed, too, from 
what it used to be. The rules differ in in: 
different localities, but in general 21 days bu 
from the onset of symptoms is used for fig 
scarlet fever and infantile paralysis, and ov 
only two weeks for diphtheria, smallpox, it 
and meningitis. ins 
Remember the dismal “pesthouse,” | 
calling forth a shudder by its very name, pa’ 
and usually located in some desolate and she 
deserted spot? It has taken on a more m«¢ 
gracious aspect, too, and is now called a 12 
contagious diseases or isolation hos- sar 
pital. Many of my friends, devoted par- eve 
ents all, have sent their children thither sur 
when they caught quarantinable germs. yo 
The youngsters had excellent care and a oth 
grand time with other convalescents while fav 
getting well. of . 
But back to the serums. To be effec- per 
tive they must be given early. That’s why 
it’s important, when any epidemic is B. 
raging, to get in touch with the doctor at wil 
the first snifle, cough, stomach upset, or as ' 
throat soreness. He may be able to turn . 
a possibly serious siege into a light session, $00 
and keep other members of the family of r 
from having the disease at all. inte 
nee 
Licut diet and bedrest, as long as there’s the 
any fever, remain the best treatment when Thi 
one of the children’s diseases has been bus 
contracted. If there’s a rash or itchy cris 
breaking out the doctor has several pos 
schemes for making the young patient “ 
more comfortable. Ask him about them. don 
He will want you to keep the child warm tos’ 
and quiet and have him engaged only in will 
non-strenuous activities for a while after insu 
the fever is gone and the youngster is out fror 
of bed. Should the fever hang on or come mn 
up again call the doctor at once, for this § gun 
may be the sign of ear inflammation or § mar 
one of the other after-effects which must § grovy 
always be watched in children’s diseases. grea 
If it’s chicken pox or mumps and your § tion 
child is a husky, the doctor may not § grovy 
even bother to come to the house, but accc 
you'll want to be in touch with him just § earl: 
the same. They’re tricky, these diseases. § mar 
tect 
dari 
beck 
“A Pool Is So Full To 
adc 
Sa 
of a Number of Things!” | *'° 
Sf Pass 
SF \ a with 
Pee | ‘ So if 
ae ae insur 
( Ie reme 
En Joy the refreshing flavor Hawaii gives a oe 
~~ 
Dole Pineapple Juice . . . so ideally pro- aa > 2 Ot Pla @ 
bet WY 17 nl 
tected by the exclusive Dole Fast-Seal SS SONI 
Vacuum-Packing Process. Th 
° ° ° , deni GarDEN, pools, we’re talking a. 
Hawaiian Pineapple Co., Ltd., also packers of “Dole Pineapple INEAPpLE yUrce: iy about; and in next month s Better Th 
Gems,” Sliced, Crushed, Tidbits, and the new “Royal Spears.” FF SRO HAWAIL? Homes & Gardens will be a feature ( 
Honolulu, Hawaii, U.S.A. Sales Offices: San Francisco, Cal. as on pools and what goes in them. 
You'll find it absorbing whether 
your garden has a pool or not. 
Betrer Homes & Garpens, April, 1938 





Early-Bird Bargains 


No. 19 of a Series of Family Life-Insur- 
ance Stories by Ray Giles, Author, 
“Your Money and Your Life Insurance” 





€ 
Says B. L., father of one son of 20 and 
another just turned 25: 
om “Of course I knew that rates for life 
in insurance go up for every year you wait, 
ays but it was only last month that some 
for figures startled me into talking the matter 
and over with my boys and deciding that 
OX, it was worth some sacrifice to get them 
insured immediately.” 
se,” B. L. fished from his billfold a scrap of 
me, paper carrying important figures. These 
and show that at age 20, any given amount of 
ore money—whether $50 or $500—will buy 
da 12 percent more life insurance than the 
10s- same money will purchase at 25. At 25 
yar- every dollar will buy 13 percent more in- 
her surance than you can get by the time 
ms. you're 30. Between 30 and 35 there’s an- 
id a other rousing difference of 15 percent in 
hile favor of the younger man. And the man 
of 35 makes his hard-earned dollars go 17 
Fec- percent further than his brother of 40. 
why 
ca B. L’S other comments on early birds 
r at will interest every person in the twenties 
, Or as well as every parent. 
turn “By taking insurance five or ten years 
ion, sooner, Frank and Mason will be assured 
nily of much bigger cash values for conversion 
into life income at 55, 60, or 65. If they 
need money for unforeseen emergencies 
=re’s they’ll be able to borrow larger amounts. 
shen This greater borrowing capacity may be a 
een business life-saver at some unexpected 
tchy crisis, for their insurance will be the best 
eral possible collateral for a bank loan. 
rent “If, after their children are grown, they 
lem. don’t need so much insurance and want 
arm to stop paying premiums, their cash values 
y in will buy much larger amounts of paid-up 
after insurance.than they could have gotten 
; out from i insurance taken later. 
ome “I’m convinced that life insurance be- 
this § gun early develops earlier skill in money {/ 
n or @ management. It helps a young man to 
nust grow up financially to participate in these ) 0, ~ O U N D LY 
ases. J greatest co-operative financial institu- 5 
your § tions of our times, just as it helps him to 


not § grow financially to have a savings bank 

but § account or carry a check book. And as an 
just § early start is more likely to give the young i I y | 1 : ' | h | A D y 

ases. § married man adequate coverage and pro- °° e e 

tection for his family, he’s freer to use 

Wj § daring and initiative when opportunity 


beckons to him in his career.” “Mother and Daddy are near and the telephone is always close 

To THESE excellent thoughts, I would by. It doesn’t go to sleep. All through the night it stands 

add another. Many a man of 30 or 40 onne : , - 
ef”? || who can’t today secure life insurance be- guard over you and millions of other little girls and boys. 
Ss; cause of physical impairment, would have «Prins a 

passed the same medical examination 

with flying colors when he was in his 20’s. R 

So if sn de to be sane aici tle Each night about 11,000,000 telephone calls are made over 

insurance when you may need it badly, the Bell System. Many are caused by sudden, urgent needs. 


remember—you can’t apply too early. As 
Great in its every-day values, the telephone 








becomes priceless in emergencies. The con- 
stant aim of the Bell System is to give 


Miracle 


you, at all times, the best and the most tele- 
The pink rose grows‘so full and proud 


phone service at the lowest possible cost. 








ng I’m wondering if maybe 

fer That lovely, tiny, dew kissed bud SQ 

* Could be the rose’s baby. — BELL TELEPHONE SYSTEM p 
m. ' by 
er —Eleanor Scates Smith g , 




















PERHAPS YOU CAN HAVE BOTH 
3 /F YOU KNOW HOW TO BUY 














































Typical Florence Values! OIL Range, 
five burners, large porcelained oven, Finger- 
tip Heat Control ...GAS Range with Bal- 
anced Cooking Top—burners at each end. 
Large porcelained oven, automatic heat con- 
trol, smokeless broiler, accessories . . . Both 
ranges white porcelain, full insulation. 


FREE BOOKLET 


Reliable Florence deal- 
ers everywhere can help 
you buy wisely. Ask your 
dealer for a free copy of 
“Let’s Look at Stoves,” 
or mail'us the coupon. 
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S your need for a new range upset- 
ting your plans for a spring outfit? 
Is there a chance to have both? 
You probably are a keen judge of 
apparel values—but it’s harder to pick 
the right stove. You'll want beauty, of 


must also be Aidden values. 

To help you buy wisely we asked 
leading Home Economists what they 
look for in stoves. Their advice, togeth- 
er with our study based on 66 years’ 
experience, are given in a new illustrat- 
ed booklet: “Let's Look at Stoves.” 
This booklet also shows 21 Florence 
Oil Ranges and Gas Ranges in styles and 
sizes for every need and pocketbook. It 
describes the famous Florence Wickless 
Burner which has done so much to im- 
prove oil stoves. It shows the modern ring- 
type gas burner used in Florence Ranges 
for manufactured, natural and bottled 
gas. All Florence burners give “Focused 
Heat,” the feature that brings extra value 
to Florence owners. 


—----------------4 


FLORENCE STOVE CO., Dept. B-4 
Gardner, Mass. 


Please send free booklet to 








l am interested in OOilRanges Gas Ranges 0 
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course; but for real satisfaction there | 
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Great-Grandma’s 


| Cake Brings Home. 


the Bacon 





See Cooks’ Round Table of Endorsed Recipes 
on pages 41 and 42 


lr’s REALLY as old as that—the lus- 
cious chocolate cake that made off with 
first place in our recent Chocolate Cake 
and Egg-Dish Contest! And to Great- 
Granddaughter, Mrs. Irving Valentine, 
Sr., of Erie, Pennsylvania, goes top prize 
of $5 and the honor of authoring our Dish 
of the Month for April (page 41). 

“It’s a cake with centuries of history,” 
writes Mrs. Valentine. “First there was 
Great-Grandma Sherwood serving it after 
her singing concerts, and Grandma Sher- 
wood feeding it to Grandpa’s guests. (He 
was town mayor.) Then, of course, Moth- 
er made it for Dad in their courting days, 
and all of us seven children have baked it 
to show off when there was company. 
And now I suppose our youngsters and 
their offspring will joyfully carry on the 
tradition!” 


As FOR the runners-up in the contest, 
there were plenty—both cakes and egg 
dishes—that made us lick our judicial 
lips as we tested and tasted. A few of the 
best you'll find on pages 41 and 42. Des- 
sert Cake—there’s something different. 
The little walnut-crowned cup cakes are 
rightly called Crazy Cakes, they’re that 
simple to make. The Oatmeal Chocolate 
Cake is an everyday favorite. It’s a good 
keeper if given a chance. And that big can 
of tomatoes lends a fine tang to the Fluffy 
Omelet. The good cooks who sent them 
are among the winners on our April Honor 
Roll which follows. 


Honor Roll 


Herman F. Ackerman, Candelaria, Nev. 
Elah Chapman, Spencer, W. Va. 

Mrs. F. A. Collins, East Orange, N. J. 
Laura Frymute, Somerset, Ohio 

Mrs. H. S. Gailey, Collyer, Kans. 

Sidney Margaret Gardiner, Topeka, Kans. 
Mrs. Thos. J. Gardner, Chicago, Ill. 

Mrs. DeWitt C. Gottry, Pine City, Minn. 
Mrs. A. Lane, Nanaimo, B. C., Can. 
Theresa M. Lessmeister, Peru, III. 

Evelyn C. Lien, Volin, S. Dak. 

Samela Kay Parkhurst, Seattle, Wash. 

Mrs. Harry Petersen, Ames, lowa 

Mrs. E. A. Pickarts, Humboldt, Kans. 

Mrs. L. J. Piller, Great Bend, Kans. 

Olive May Sickenberger, Okanogan, Wash. 
Mrs. E. H. Smith, Dallas, Tex. 

Mrs. Walter O. Wallin, Iron Mountain, Mich. 
Mrs. E. A. Wise, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

Mrs. Ruth H. Wise, West Terre Haute, Ind. 


Presenting — 


“The Chocolate Cake Clan” 


One of our best families, culinarily 
speaking, has gathered to make up the 


| Cooks’ Round Table News for April. 


Present are Red Devil Special, Nugget 
Cake, Old-fashioned Marble, and mem- 
bers favoring variously sour cream, sour 
milk, sweet milk, and water. For “The 
Chocolate Cake Clan,” send a 3-cent 
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stamp to Better Homes & Gardens, 8404 
Meredith Building, Des Moines, Iowa. 


It's the Kid in Us 


—that goes for apples and gingerbread 
when October starts putting pep in the air. 
And since we believe in humoring that 
part of us that stays young—and hungry, 
our April Cooks’ Round Table Contest, 
with its winners breaking into print next 
October, is a double-header on Ginger- 
breads and Apple Desserts. The ever 
popular apple pie is in order here along 
with dumplings, applesauce cakes, and 
puddings; in fact we're out to get all the 
tig apple desserts. To the best will go the 
Dish-of-the-Month award of $5. Senders 
of each of the 20 next tempting will win $1 
and a place on the Honor Roll of the 
month. 

Remember, $5 is awarded for the recipe 
that’s outstanding in dependability, in- 
terest, and downright goodness, and 20 $1 
prizes for Honor Roll Winners. 

As before, the winners of these 21 
prizes, if they specify in their recipes one or 
more of the products advertised in this or in 
the past six issues of Better Homes & Gar- 
dens, will receive a package of each adver- 
tised product they mention, the Better 
Homes & Gardens Certificate of Endorse- 
ment for framing, and six copies of the 
endorsed recipe. 

1. Write your recipe clearly on one side of 
the paper. Send but one recipe at a time and 


mark it “October Apple Dessert Recipe” or | 


” 


“October Gingerbread Recipe. 

2. Give measurements in /eve/ cups, table- 
spoons, and teaspoons, never in heaping or 
scant measurements. 

3. Be sure to specify in your recipe the brand 
names of the nationally known food products 
you use as ingredients—products available 
everywhere. We must know them so we can 
test your recipe with the same brands you use. 

4. All recipes submitted become the property 
of Better Homes & Gardens. 

5. Contest closes midnight, April 30. 

6. Address recipes to 7204 Tasting-Test 
Kitchen, Better Homes & Gardens, Des Moines. 





} ST 
EAA 


UMA TUTTE LETT LL 








‘@ FOR GARDENING: This sturdy, 
gay awning-stripe outfit—the same 
material used in your outdoor chair or 
glider—keeps you trig. Knee-length 
apron with two 7-inch pockets, crown- 
less hat, cotton work gloves, and a 
kneeling pad are all bias-tape bound. 
[ $1.95; The P. R. Mitchell Co., Sta- 
tion B, Cincinnati, O.}—A. J. O. 
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oull \< \\VABLE FURNITURE 


a\\ . x ; ’ 


YOULL always enjoy the 
comfort of Heywood-Wakefield Old Colony Furni- 
ture, and you ll treasure its beauty down through the 
years. Each and every Old Colony piece is honestly 
built . . . carefully joined ... tastefully styled . .. 
and finished in a warm, mellow, hand-blended tone 
of Priscilla maple. Old Colony prices are surpris- 
ingly reasonable, too. 


4 ® This 24 page booklet contains many decorative suggestions. Simply 
P send 10 cents (coin preferred), to De partment B- 4, He >yw ~ood- 


Wakefield Company, Gardner, Mass. 


HEYWOO0D-WAhEFIELD 


FINE 


GARDNER, MASSACHUSETTS 
FURNITURE SINCE 1820 
. ie .. 
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A MARVELOUS VACATION IN 


COOL COLORADO 


@ What more perfect vacation spot 


than cool, colorful Colorado— 
nestled in the refreshing, invigor- 
ating Rockies? 


@ And what more perfect way to get 
there than in the air-conditioned 
luxury of one of Burlington’s won- 
der trains—the DENVER ZEPHYRS? 


@ These diesel-powered, stainless 
steel streamlined flyers offer every 
conceivable accommodation —at no 
excess fare. Their speedy 16-hour 
schedule gives you two extra days 
in glorious Colorado. Denver with 
its renowned mountain parks— 
enchanting Colorado Springs— 
majestic Pikes Peak— Boulder and 
the alpine beauty of Estes Park. 


@ Burlington’s special summer fares 
are amazingly low. You'll be sur- 
prised how little a vacation in cool 
Colorado will cost. Whether you 
travel independently or join a con- 
genial ALL-EXPENSE ESCORTED TOUR 
PARTY, “Go Burlington” for the 
greatest travel value. In addition to 
the Denver Zephyrs, these luxurious 
air-conditioned Burlington flyers: 
THE ARISTOCRAT— Chicago— Denver 
OVERLAND EXPRESS — Chicago— Denver 
COLORADO LIMITED—St. Loais— Denver 
To California by way of Colorado. 
Enjoy more than a thousand miles 
between Chicagoand Denveraboard 
the Denver Zephyr with almost a full 
day in the beautiful Capital City of 
Colorado without loss of time en 
route. Speedy, convenient routing 
from Denver, through Salt Lake City, 
to the coast. One of the country’s 
most scenic routes. 





een MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY ---—-—- 


Burlington Travel Bureau 
Room 1509, 547 W.Jackson Blvd., Chicago, Ill. 


Send me your free illustrated booklets, rates 
and information about Colorado Vacations. 


Re ee aoa kcacati 


©) Check here for special information about 
All-expense Escorted Tours. 
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CONFESSIONS 


OF GOOD COOKS 





® If you’re ever in too much of a hurry to 
roll bread or cracker crumbs for a veal 
loaf or for hamburg patties, add rolled oats 
instead. You’ll love the fine new flavor!— 
Mrs. Mary C. Newman, Columbus, Ohio. 


( ® Nobody likes 
“old maids” in his 
popcorn, so get rid 
of them this way! 

3 Cover the bottom 

ay of your wire popper 

with corn, then 
drench with water 
and shake out just 
before placing over 
the heat. Every 
grain will pop, and 
in a hurry, too.— 

Lida Maze, ‘Los An- 

geles, California. 





® | despise this business of running crack- 
er crumbs around on a plate when rolling 
croquettes and things in them. Instead, I 
now turn the cracker meal into a round- 
bottom bowl. It takes less crumbs and 
works much faster.—Mrs. E. M. Ball, 
Bloomingdale, New Jersey. 


® Bacon is such a messy thing to cut up 
when you’re wanting it in bits for an ome- 
let or waffle batter. I use the kitchen scis- 
sors, which do the job speedily, easily, and 
tidily—Mrs. M. J. Beister, Cleveland 
Heights, Ohio. 


® Just in case you want extra-delicious 
flavor in your fried chicken, southern 
style, dip each piece in buttermilk to which 
has been added a pinch of soda. Then 
dredge with seasoned flour and fry as 
usual.—Mrs. Julian Watters, Atlanta, 
Georgia. 


® Instead of lining bread pans with wax 
paper for molding refrigerator cookies, I 
merely use one-pound butter cartons. 
They’re already paraffin-lined, can be 
easily unwrapped, and won’t stick to the 
dough.—Mrs. H. Timmerman, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. 


® When juicing lemons for punch for the 
crowd this is an economy tip worthy of 
note. It’s a hot lemonade from start to fin- 
ish. Ever try slight- 
ly warming the 

” a4 , TY « ° 
“SQ ZN lemons either in 
) the oven or in the 


double boiler be- 
ey f : 


—. fore squeezing 


them? You'll get 
ree about twice as 

Sherman  Dickin- 

wratavay son, Columbia, 


nd a Missouri. 


peer 





< 
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® When I make hamburg patties I roll 
the seasoned mixture into the right thick- 
ness on oiled paper, then cut it into uni- 
form patties with a biscuit cutter.—Mrs. 
Eugene Chrisman, Scottsbluff, Nebraska. 


"10 to 15 minutes. 


® If you ve a moderately hot oven (375°) 
when you’re ready to cook bacon, place 
the bacon strips on a cake rack over a 
cake pan or pie plate. Bake in the oven 
The bacon will be de- 
liciously crisp, unsoaked by grease.— 
Margaret §. Mosteller, Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia. 


® You’ve certainly made toast and 
crisped bacon, but have you ever tried 
combining the two? Use either an electric 
toasting-and-broiling device or your oven- 
broiler. Toast the bread on one side, turn, 
put on thin slices of bacon, then keep turn- 
ing the bacon until both toast and bacon 
are delicately browned.—Mrs. Lucy VW. 
Mitchell, Mount Claire, New Jersey. 


® Baking ‘“‘com- 
pany cakes’ is 
easy. While the 
white frosting on 
your pet creation is 
still warm, take a 
sharp paring knife 
and shave slivers 
from a piece of un- 
sweetened choco- 
late, letting them 
fall casually over 
the white top.— 
Olive Leeper, Al- 
bert Lea, Minn. 





® Our folks think fried green peppers as a 
garnish for steaks or omelets make a 
pleasant change from fried onions. Just 
drop the peppers into boiling water for 
§ minutes, drain, take out the seeds, and 
cut the peppers ‘in lengthwise slices half 
an inch wide. Cook in fat or salad oil until 
tender and a little browned.—Neva Lacey, 
Vandalia, Missouri. 


® Nothing’s worse than a dull food chop- 
per! A good way I’ve found to sharpen it 
is to run a piece of sand soap or cake- 
cleanser thru it. It sharpens and brightens 
the blades and at the same time removes 
any grease that may be hiding on them. 
—Mrs. R. C. Yeager, Braddock, Pennsyl- 
ay and Justine G. Eberhardt, Dubuque, 
owa. 


® If you’re the proud possessor of two 
oven-glass pie plates—and your recipe 
calls for a “baked pie shell” —you can get 
a nice, flat, brown one this way: Roll out 
the crust and press lightly into the first 
pie plate. Flute the dough, then set the 
second glass plate into the pastry-lined 
one and bake. The weight of the top 
plate keeps the crust from humping and 
shrinking.—Esther M. Maugh, Marine 
City, Michigan. 


® My very shortest short cut is a maple 
frosting. I simply add maple sirup to con- 
fectioners’ sugar until it’s of spreading 
consistency, stir in a pinch of salt, and 
cover the cake with it. It’s just as "good 
for a cake filling, too—Mrs. William H. 
Wye, Jr., Belmont, Massachusetts. 
















| Safe at Home— 


‘But ARE You? 


| [ Begins on page 80} 





Millions of women look on 
Campbell's Tomato Juice 
as a Standby. Here’s why. 


: 


“A FIRST CLASS FIRST COURSE 
There’s a verve and zip 
about each bright glass of 


that perks up appetite for 
good things to come’’. 


“YOUNG IDEA WHAT TO DRINK 

It’s fun to drink. It’s 
sealed fresh and wholesome. 
It’s rich in vitamins. It’s; 
Campbell’s Tomato Juice 
and it’s dandy!’’ 


“TO PLEASE MY GUESTS 

I want them to en- 
joy tomato juiceatits 
best. So I make sure 
it’s Campbell’s’’. 





Remember there is a big differ- & 


ence in tomato juice. Campbell's > 
has the true fresh tomato flavor. Taste the difference! 


Comlblll. 


TOMATO JUICE 








over-reaching from such an insecure base 


| as an open drawer, a wobbly table, or a 


narrow shelf hardly deserves sympathy. 


The tumbles that usually result net the | 


medical profession around $300 per spill. 


THERE are a great many easy ways to 
set fire to your clothes, hair, home-furnish- 
ings, or your whole house. Try drying 
your towels or laundry close to a hot 
stove, if possible with a nice draft whip- 
ping them. Reach over a burner or adjust 


| the logs in the fireplace while wearing long 


flowing sleeves. Get your head down inti- 


mately over stove while lighting it. Let | 
the curtains blow gaily over the range | 
burners. Don’t bother to see that the | 
| candles are firmly planted in their holders 


or that the holders themselves have sub- 
stantial bases. Put them in windows where 


drafts can blow the flame up the curtains, | 


and leave them burning when you depart 
from the house. Don’t bother about metal 


| cans for hot ashes, coals, and oily rags: 


wooden barrels and baskets will make a 
fine blaze. Omit the hearth screen and let 


the embers pop out on rugs, chairs, and | 
| people’s laps. 


Or YOU can start a good fire and 


| spread it by sloshing water on burning 


fat, tho some timid souls recommend 


smothering the flames with a metal cover | 
| or handfuls of salt. If you don’t mind be- 
| ing scorched, clean your stove with a wet | 


cloth while it’s still hot. The same sort of 


fun can be had by starting the furnace, | 


hearth fire, or coal stove with gasoline, 
hunting for leaks with a match rather 


| than a flashlight, alternating candles and 
cotton balls on the Christmas tree, or | 


scrubbing silks with inflammable liquids. 
Cigarets can always be laid over the 
edge of shallow ash-trays and allowed to 


drop off onto the runner or the rug. As a | 


pleasant diversion, practice smoking in 
bed when you’re drowsy—with the num- 
ber of the fire department somewhere 
handy. Or get in the naughty habit of 
striking matches toward you, with the 
folder open just to show you don’t believe 
in signs. Since children and mice have a 
liking for matches, you might leave them 
around handy, tho you’ll find some who 
prefer to put extra kitchen matches away 


| in closed fruit jars or metal boxes. 


And then there are the matters of fur- 


naces and electric lighting. If you’d like | 


to be in the market for a new house, don’t 
bother to have your flues and furnace 
cleaned and your wiring checked each 


year. Stick to your old, untreated roof | 
| shingles and put in new electrical fixtures | 
without official inspection. You'll prob- | 
ably not be able to collect on the insur- | 
| ance, but, after all, what you wanted was 
| a new house. 


I think you get the point. 


In CASE of fire—keep your head. A 
hand fire-extinguisher—one that will do 
the least damage possible to furnishings— 
should be a part of the equipment of every 
home. Know how and when to use it. 

Cuts are invariably a matter of care- 


| lessness—yours or somebody else’s. Wield 
| a knife away from you. Keep all sharp 


implements in slots in a rack, not jum- 





Millions prefer that the 
tomato juice they drink 
he Campbell's. This is why. 
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“A GREAT MORNING PICK UP 

My glass of Campbell’s 
Tomato Juice perks me up, } 
refreshes and revives me. It 
starts my day off right’’. 


When I want something 
long and cooland refreshing 


glass of Campbell’s 
TOMATO JUICE” 


“1 LIKE TOMATOES 

I always did. Next 
best to biting into a 
fresh-picked beauty 
is Campbell’s 








TOMATO JUICE” tos 


Nature made it a grand drink. eAro| 
renee i. Se cee es America. 
TOMATO JUICE 

See.. Hilte .. Page 8 





With the Traditional Comfort a ee 
of the Old English Inn... But ARE You? 


bled in a drawer. Hang up your scissors or 
sheath them. Broken glass, bent pins, and 
old razor blades don’t belong in the waste 
basket. Put them in a box for discaid. 
Keep pins and such non-digestible things 


out of your mouth. If yon’ve small chil- 


dren, see to it that the things they cah 

reach, or dislodge, are reasonably sure not 

‘coeds vA to hurt them. Treat guns as tho they were 
ACES. loaded—but make sure that they aren’t. 


Label poison bottles loudly. Put p‘ns in 
the cork or tie bells on them if you’re the 
kind that gropes in the medicine chest in 
the dark. 


@ 
yr More people die every day by mixing 
electricity and moisture thah it’s pleasant 
to contemplate. The bathroom, the kitch- 


TRACE BARK APPLIED FOR ~ 10. 200.988 en, and the laundry are the danger points. 
One person with a pain decided an elec- 
tric vibrator and a hot bath would help. 
Applying the vibrator while in the tub 
killed both the pain and the patient. 
Another woman reached out from the 
bathtub to turn the electric heater off. 
She’s dead, too. Never touch an electrical 
appliance or a métal light pull while 
standing in water, on the damp floor, or 
while your hands or feet are wet or even 
damp. To protect yourself and others, 
keep these potential death-dealers out of 
reach from the tub. 

Rule out brass sockets for bathroom, 
kitchen, and laundry and install porcelain 


ones instead. Add a length or loop of 
string to the end of metal pull chains in 
these places so that the chain will never 


be touched by damp hands. And remem- 
ber, even if your hand is moist only from 
perspiration, it can form a conductor for 
a fatal charge of electricity. Good electric 

pads are equipped with rubber cases in- 
PLUS FREIGHT tn for use, not decoration. 


ANOTHER rule important to your 
health—never touch two electrical fixtures 
at the same time. Don’t pull on a light 
with one hand while holding an electric 
; , ‘ : ; iron with the other. Don’t attempt to 
@ This sublimely comfortable chair, with its low manipulate the toaster and the percolator 
together. 

Defective electric cords ‘can blow fuses 
exquisitely proportioned. Of genuine (Honduras) and ruin electric equipment even if they 


h Th hol oe Reet ; happen not to electrocute you at the 
manogany. e whole experience of Karpen’s same time. Make certain before you buy 


seat, convenient arms and buttoned pillow back, is 


a piece of electrical equipment or a sepa- 
; : ; rate cord that the cord is listed as standard 
has made it possible to produce this chair at the by the Underwriters’ Laboratories. If a 


; ; ; cord becomes frayed, throw it away; don’t 
amazingly low pfice of $49.50 (plus freight). try to patch it. Replace a burnt-out fuse 


See the Fairmont Club at your Karpen dealer’s. with a new one. Never court tragedy by 
inserting pennies in the fuse socket. If 


; cords must run under rugs or thru door- 
S ° kK A RK P E N & 5.2 -6:S. ways, buy insulated rubber cords or pro- 
CHICAGO NEW YORK HUNTINGTON PARK, CALIF. tect them with insulated guards sold for 
the purpose. Never hang cords over nails 
Merchandise Mart One Park Avenue P. 0. Box 111 or fasten them to mouldings with uninsu- 
lated staples. 

Now make a tour of your home, looking 
for small danger spots. Jagged edges, ex- 
See posed nails, weak table and chair legs, 
S$. KARPEN & BROS. Chicago, Illinois : and sharp or splintered surfaces are 

Gentlemen: Please send me a copy of your brochure, things to repair before accidents happen, 
“Charm That Endures,”’ picturing 58 fine Karpen chairs not afterward. 
and sofas for the tastefully furnished home. r= 2 
And finally, since we’re all human and 

Name _ therefore have mishaps no matter how 
careful we try to be, have ready for 
prompt action a good first-aid kit, a clear 
City S pamela head, and a working knowledge of how 
to use both of them. 


58 years has gone into its design and quality and 








KARPEN 
Guaranteed 
FURNITURE 


Street 





ere 
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Washington in Bloom! 


[ Begins on page 28 | 


it’s by no means confined to fishermen, for 
neither bait nor patience is necessary. All 
you need is a large 4-barbed hook, like a 
miniature grappling iron, which you throw 
into the water and occasionally jerk. I’ve 





Mr. and Mrs. Wells and their daughter, 
Mrs. Edward Garnett (left), along the Tidal 
Basin in Washington at Cherry Blossomtime 


pulled up shad by the tail or the back or 
the side; in fact, any old way except by 
the mouth, for in springtime these Wash- 
ington fish have no interest in bait. 

In early spring, Rock Creek Park is 
brilliant with the rich, green leaves of 
Mountain-laurel (Ka/mia Jatifolia); then 
come the brilliant colors of the Redbud 
(Cercis canadensis), closely followed by the 
virgin white of the Flowering Dogwood. 


OnE of the most beautiful spring gar- 
dens is the one which surrounds the Pan- 
American Building, where the first blos- 
soms are those of the Star Magnolia (Mag- 
nolia stellata), followed closely by its big- 
ger cousin, the reddish-pink magnolia, 
Magnolia soulangeana. Then come the 
flowering cherries and especially the flow- 
ering peach trees (Amygdalus persica), 
with their masses of carmine-red blossoms. 
Two weeks later, about the end of May, 
you can see the purple panicles of the 
Royal Paulownia (Paulownia tomentosa), 
which occupies the southwest corner of the 
Annex Building; but for masses of gorgeous 
color, don’t forget the pink bloom of the 
creeping phlox (Phlox subulata) that bor- 
ders the area in front of the main building. 


lr YOU haven’t been in Washington for 
some years you'll be surprised to find 
that the old Botanical Garden has dis- 
appeared; but in its place is one of the 
finest rock gardens in the world. Here 
also in early spring is a magnificent dis- 
play of hyacinths, followed by a beauti- 





Frank learns 
you don’t 
have to pay 


feng grin 


for 


When Frank got a raise, I said, fast: 
**Let’s buy one of those Alexander Smith Floor- 
Plan Rugs I’ve seen advertised. No matter what 
size your room is, you can get one that fits 
exactly.” “Sounds fancy,” said Frank. But he 
put on his hat and went with me. 


er es OY 


2% 
» 
’ ‘ 


So we got out our room measurements 
and found, in the range of 23 room sizes, 
a beautiful green and rust Floor-Plan Rug 
that just fitted my room, with about 12 inches 
of floor all around. And Frank’s proud as a 





There was such a choice of Floor-Plan 
Rugs in figured patterns, textured and plain 
effects, allin TRU-TON E colors, that I could see 
Frank was scared. ‘‘We can’t afford these,” he 
muttered. The salesman replied: “But they’re 
not expensive, many are priced under $50.” 


£ wt ie 





peacock! He keeps telling friends: “It's a 
genuine Alexander Smith Floor-Plan Rug.” 
*‘And, what’s more,” I chime in, “it’s guar- 
anteed by Good Housekeeping! Only Floor- 
Plan Rugs for me, after this!” 


FLOOR-PLAN RUGS 


(Trade Mark) 


are made only by 


ALEXANDER SMITH 





To be sure you get a Floor-Plan Rug cut out this 
label and take it with you when you goshopping. 





es SE 


Alexander Smith Division, W. & J. Sloane Wholesale " 
295 Fifth Ave., New York 
Please send me without charge your illustrated book, " 
“A Guide to Rag Buying,” and names of stores in 

my city that sel] Floor-Plan Rugs. ] 
Name... | 
Address .......... , 
City State ; 


BHG4A 


(Paste this coupon on post card and mail) 


ce es ee ee ee ee ee ee oe od 
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WANT to tell you how good it made me feel,” writes a Nashville reader, 
“‘when one of my neighbors called a cheery ‘Many thanks’ to me across the back 
fence this morning. 

“Tt all started last summer when he asked me why it was my tulips had such 
big, colorful blooms while his were small and straggly. Then I told him mine 
were a special variety I’d read about in Better Homes & Gardens. And when I sug- 
gested he, too, would enjoy the magazine he gave me his subscription. 

“This spring he has as hearty a bed of tulips coming on as I ever hope to see. 
For his tulips alone he declares his subscription was worth far more than the dol- 
lar he paid. And he credits the big improvement in his lawn, too, to Better Homes 
& Gardens. Not to mention that his wife cherishes a recipe she found in the 
magazine for a chocolate nut cake everyone raves about. And they got an idea for 
remodeling their kitchen that he says has made it lighter and twice as handy. 

“I’m mighty glad I told him about Better Homes & Gardens. It seemed a simple 


thing for me to do at the time. And he considered it a great favor.” 


% Among your friends and neighbors, too, there are many who would enjoy 
Better Homes &§ Gardens and would appreciate your telling them about the rich 
store of homemaking ideas each issue contains. And to show our appreciation 
we'll allow you a special cash commission for the friends’ subscriptions you send 
us. Just write to Better Homes & Gardens, 6104 Meredith Building, Des Moines, 
lowa, for further details of this easy way to earn extra money in spare time. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 


Betrer Homes & Garpens, April, 1/938 











Washington in Bloom! 


ful show of tulips—tall, straight, and well- 
arranged. 

The very latest sight in Washington is 
known as the Triangle Development, and 
includes the wonderful Archives Building. 


| Here can be seen 60 magnolia trees, all of 


which are about 30 years old and have 
been transplanted from Asheville, North 
Carolina. In addition, about 800 English 
Yews have been planted to give a soften- 
ing effect to the setting of these buildings. 


A WONDERFUL sight in Potomac 
Park is the pansy garden, where 40 thou- 
sand plants produce about a million pansies 
of all colors from early May to mid-June. 
The garden has been built around a 58- 
foot pool and is entirely surrounded with 
shrubs that bloom simultaneously with 
the pansies, so that there’s a charming 
blending of white spirea and pink weigela 
with the pansies’ variegated colors. So 
popular has the garden become, special! 
floodlights have been installed so that 
people passing thru Washington by night 


| won’t miss this lovely sight. 


If roses interest you, then drive to the 
rose garden in West Potomac Park, where 
you can see about six thousand rose 
plants divided into about 120 varieties. 
From May 21 until the latter part of June 
is the best time to see the roses. Be sure 
to see the tiny Rouletti rose that’s only 
8 inches high, the black rose of Sanger- 
hausen, and the most famous creations of 
Spain, Germany, France, and Ireland. 
Among the climbers, pillars, rugosas, 
teas, and polyanthas are also the old- 
fashioned Moss Roses of grandmother’s 


| garden and the historic York and Lan- 
caster roses reminiscent of the War of the 


Roses. 


Tuat George Washington was a gar- 
dener will quickly be apparent when you 
drive to Mount Vernon to see his flower 


| garden and kitchen garden, symetrically 


placed on each side of the bowling green. 
In 1798 the gardener’s weekly report 
notes that he was “planting box edging”’ 
in the flower garden, and it’s this same 
“box edging” that dominates the garden 
today. 

It’s the fault of history books, which 
have devoted too much space to the 


LOUIS TAGES-—-CAMERA GUILD 


In the pansy garden of Potomac Park, shrubs 
bloom simultaneously with the many-colored 
pansies, making a charming blend of shades 
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glory of war rather than to the blessings 
of peace, that George Washington has the 
reputation of being a great general in- 
stead of a great gardener. 

The fact is that George Washington 
hated war; he was a typical gentleman- 
farmer and was never happier than when 
he was riding about Mount Vernon in- 
specting his tobacco fields or pottering 
about in his garden, where he loved to 
experiment with seeds sent to him from 
many parts of the world. Many of the 
trees he planted are still standing; and 
when you yourself have visited Mount 
Vernon at the time the redbud or Judas- 
trees and dogwoods are in blossom, and 
have stood on the piazza and seen the 
beautiful sweep of the Potomac River and 
then looked around at the rolling, wooded 
hills and parklike meadows, you'll agree 
with Washington when he said—‘No 
estate in America is more pleasantly situ- 
ated than this.” 


In ORDER to enjoy Washington thoro- 
ly, it’s necessary to forget all politics and 
rejoice in the fact that the United States 
unquestionably possesses the most beauti- 
ful Capital City in the world. 


Editor’s Note: Perhaps your pilgrimage 
to Washington-in-bloom can be made, 
also, to include some well worth-while side 
journeys to near-by places. For instance, 
both Maryland and Virginia invite you to 
visit their beauty spots. Garden Week in 
Virginia is April 25-30. (Literature is 
available. Write Garden Club of Virginia, 
Jefferson Hotel, Richmond, Virginia. For 
dates and information on the Maryland 
Garden Tour, write Federated Garden 
Clubs of Maryland, Belvedere Hotel, 
Baltimore, Maryland.) 

Whether your paramount interest is 
garden construction, bloom, architecture, 
or historical lore—or all—in . Maryland 
and Virginia you’ll find delightful interest 
accordingly. Open to the public for these 
pilgrimages are beautiful homes and gar- 
dens of all types, old and new, large and 
small; and you'll see many types of 
Colonial architecture, some dating from 
pre-Revolutionary days. The homes and 
gardens of those so intimately connected 
with our nation’s history, as well as that 
of Virginia and Maryland—the Lees of 
Virginia, Washington, Jefferson, Wood- 
row Wilson, William Randolph, James 
Monroe, John Marshall, William Henry 
Harrison, and four of the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence (Samuel 
Chase, William Paca, Thomas Stone, and 
Charles Carroll) as well as the Georgian 
houses of Annapolis and the Williamsburg 
Restoration, should provide full days. 








Spring Memoranda 


A tulip unfolds like a miser 
Reluctantly yielding his gold. 

A pear tree will wait for its neighbors 
For fear of appearing too bold. 


The lilac, a faint, frightened lady, 
Will hesitate, modestly prim; 

But iris will cheerfully blossom 

At even the slightest wind whim. 


On any alluring warm morning, 
At any soft nuance of sky, 

The iris will open its blue eyes 
To startle the staid passers-by. 


—Mary Claire McCauley 








RUUD 

GAS 
WATER 
HEATERS... 


Just made for each other, aren't they? The 
distinguished en is a member of that 
great Ruud family of water heaters. So, can you 
imagine a more suitable mate for him than a 
silvery tank made of the metal the hottest hot 
water can’t rust — Monel. 


Clear! Clean! Hot! 


That’s the kind of water you want to have 
flowing from your “H” faucet. And that’s 
the kind you'll get from your Monel-tanked 
Ruud. You'll never catch #his tank delivering 
muddy-looking, rust-discolored water. 

The explanation is simple. Monel is rust 
proof. Not just for 6 months or 6 years. It is 
inherently rust proof. Eternally rust proof. 
Hot water from a Monel tank is so clean and 
inviting that you can use it in cooking. Or 
even drink it straight. 

Incidentally, hot water is just child's play 
to Monel. In dozens of great industries, this 
metal is called in to handle some of the most 
corrosive acids known to chemistry. 


Save! Save! Save! 


1. For years, Ruud Gas Water Heaters have 
been famous for low-cost operation. They're 
designed to keep gas bills down. Now Monel 
brings two additional economies. 


2. At the bottom of ordinary “‘rustable” 
tanks, two or three inches of rust flakes often 
accumulate. Costs extra to heat water through 


a+ 





= MONEL 












py OT 
>, AND 
@ | . 





\ MONEL 
TANKS 
JOINED 


for Life” 


ee 


*20-YEAR GUARANTEE 
The Monel tank in the Ruud Gas Water Heater is 


guaranteed in writing against failure from rust for 
20 years. lis ‘life expectancy” is far longer than that. 





that unwanted “insulation”. But when you 
own a Monel-tanked Ruud, you don’t spend 
one cent warming up layers of rust. 

3. Ordinary tanks don’t wear out. They rust 
out. Leak follows leak. Then the unlucky 
owner finds that replacing such a tank is 
almost as expensive as buying a new heater. 
Of course, it’s an entirely different story when 
the tank is Monel. This tank is not plated or 
coated — it’s solid, rust proof metal. You have 
a written guarantee for 20 years of rust-free 
service. And according to all indications you 
should expect far longer life than that! 


Worth Looking Into 


Ruud Gas Water Heaters with Monel tanks 
come in five sizes from 20 gallons up to 75 
gallons. They burn gas—the modern econom- 
ical fuel. Remember that if you do not live 
on a gas line, you may run your Ruud Water 
Heater on bottled gas. Your local gas com- 
pany or your plumber will be glad to give 
you full information about Ruud Gas Water 
Heaters with Monel tanks. The International 
Nickel Company, Inc., 73 Wall Street, New 
York, N. Y. 


Monel inherits from Nicke! its finest qualities — 
strength, beauty and ability to withstand rust 
and corrosion.When you specify metals, remem- 
ber that the addition of Nickel brings toughness, 
strength, beauty and extra years of service to 
steels, irons and non-ferrous alloys. 


See.. 








ni lal lo me 
ABOUT YOUR FAMOUS STEAK 
HOUSES. ILL MATCH MY WIFE 
AND OUR TAPPAN CLEAN QUICK 
BROILER AGAINST THEM ALL! 



















































HE FINEST broiled steak you have ever 

eaten is yours when prepared in Tappan’s 
Smokeless Broiler. Swiftly seared, both top 
and bottom, its delicious flavor and natural 
juices are sealed in the meat. There’s no 
smoke, mo scraping or scouring. Soap and 
water clean the grill in 60 seconds! Ask your 
dealer to show you Tappan’s famous Divided 
Top, Flexo-Speed Oven and “Vitamin-Saver”’ 
Burners. Models for use with liquefied gas. 
For illustrated folder, write Dept. B, Tappan 

Stove Company, Mansfield, Ohio. 


TAPPAN 


Divided ~ Top Gas Range 


FOR CAREFREE KITCHEN CONVENIENCE 




























3-IN-ONE KEEPS 
THE OLD MACHINE 
FULL OF PEP.~ 
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Treat your sewing fat 
rightbyoilingitregularly with 
3-In-One. Lubricates, Cleans 
and Prevents Rust. Use it on 
carpet sweepers, locks, and 
hinges, too! At hardware, TING 

drug, grocery and 10¢ stores. nSieaites ME On 


3-IN-ONE OIL 
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Grand Rapids, M 
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Cakes and Character 


[| Begins on page go | 


In a way, my apparent indifference to 
my daughter’s blind spot was a tribute to 
her fine qualities. She’s so thoro and so in- 
telligent that her mother and I more or less 
had taken for granted her ability to cope 
with any given situation. Should she 
yearn for some special dish, we were con- 
fident she’d look it up in a cook book, 
repair to the kitchen, and make it. And 
what’s more, it would be a superior item. 


THE fabrication of an article, undertak- 
en for the benefit of a school festival, re- 
vealed her feet of clay. I'd been working 
in the garden; the child’s mother was 
busy upstairs—in all likelihood with the 
remodeling of school uniforms, an activi- 
ty which for the past few years has ap- 
peared to consume most of her waking 
hours. In any event, neither one of us had 
paid special heed to what the 15-year-old 
daughter was up to. She’d spent an un- 
conscionably long time, perched on a 
kitchen stool reading a magazine serial, 
and, apparently, keeping one eye on some- 
thing or other transpiring in the oven. The 
range ultimately yielded up its secret. 
Passing thru, I glimpsed three doughy 
balloons. My error. They were layers of a 
proposed cake. 

By magnificent self-control, I managed 
to say nothing at the moment. The bal- 
loons were piled on top of one another, 
stuck together with what looked like un- 
worked putty and smeared with similar 
mastic. Holding back tears of disappoint- 
ment, the young lady tried the object on 
her three brothers. Each took one brave 
bite and balked. When boys refuse to eat 
cake, the answer is obvious. It isn’t cake. 


A CONFERENCE later in the day, aft- 
er my daughter had reappeared from her 
room and her eyes had lost much of their 
redness, disclosed her complete ignorance 
of the necessity for sifting dry ingredients 
first. The recipe hadn’t mentioned it. She 
had creamed shortening and sugar, but on 
top of it she’d simply dumped all the re- 
maining elements—flour, salt, eggs, milk, 
vanilla, and baking powder—into the 
bowl and had then tried to blend the com- 
post. Naturally, the going had been hard. 
She understood, now, how those strange 
swellings in the layers might have re- 
sulted from explosions of lumps of baking 
powder in the batter. 

Among our numerous cook books is one 
designed for genuine beginners. In it, 
principal operations are shown by means 
of clear photographs and these are aug- 
mented by text, which presupposes no 
prior experience whatever. This I pre- 
sented to my daughter, calling her atten- 
tion to a simple, one-egg butter cake and 
to an excellent, but easily made, icing— 
just in case she should feel inclined to try 
again sometime. Privately, I was afraid 
it would be a hot day in December before 
she tackled another confection. 


| DID her an injustice. Within 24 hours, 
with quiet determination, she was at it 
again. And this time success crowned her 
efforts. She’s produced many another 
since then; in fact, she’s rather an expert. 
But no subsequent feat, no matter how in- 
tricate, has been so packed with satisfac- 
tion as the first cake of hers to earn enthu- 
siastic praise from the rest of the family. 
























Now, because it seems to me that it 
might be helpful to some other novice, 
I’m going to tell kow this soul-stirring 
monument can be erected. 

First, assemble the ingredients: 


2 cups cake flour 1 cup sugar 


Y{ teaspoon salt 1 egg 
2 teaspoons baking 34 cup milk 


powder _ 1 teaspoon 
4 tablespoons shortening vanilla 


Then sift the flour, measure it, add salt 
and baking powder, and sift three times. 
Cream shortening by working it against 
the side of a bowl, using a wooden spoon. 
To it add sugar gradually and cream to- 
gether until mixture is light and fluffy. 
Add egg, beaten or unbeaten, and beat 
thoroly. Add flour, alternating with milk. 
Start with flour and end with flour to pre- 
vent curdling. Use small amounts and 
beat smooth with each addition. Add va- 
nilla. Bake in two greased 8-inch layer 
pans about 25 minutes at 375 degrees. 
Cool on a cake rack. There’s your cake. 

Here’s your icing: 


2 unbeaten egg whites 114 teaspoons light 


11% cups sugar corn sirup 
5 tablespoons water 1 teaspoon lemon 
juice 


In top of a double boiler combine egg 
whites, sugar, water, and corn sirup. Beat 
with a rotary egg beater until thoroly 
mixed. Then place over rapidly boiling 
water, beating constantly with the rotary 
beater until the icing stands in peaks when 
the beater is lifted. This will take from 7 
to.10 minutes. Remove from boiling wa- 
ter, add lemon juice, and beat until thick 
enough to spread. Cake should be cold and 
free of crumbs, and icing cool before it’s 
spread. This icing may be varied by add- 
ing shredded coconut, chopped nuts, can- 
died fruits, or it may be tinted. And it has 
the substance for pastry-tube flourishes. 


My CASE is closed. The defense rests, 
assured of a verdict favorable to the sweet 
tooth as a character factor of value. My 
daughter’s refusal to allow herself to be 
thrown for a loss by a mere cake worked 
out, it seems to me, to her advantage. If at 
15 you don’t let a cooking failure trip you 
permanently, you give promise of develop- 
ing into a woman who'll take the inevita- 
ble buffetings of later life with courage and 
will to win out. And, after all, that’s what 
all the commotion is about, isn’t it? 


ccc 


SAN 
oy A ~ 
ag i 
{l ~ 


a A Bed Trick 
{\ 


~—SwnrarooaesN 


A BED that’s not a bed... all the 
comfort of a bed without the ap- 
pearance ... a bed for those who 
don’t want a bed in lived-in fooms 
. .. how to have a bed ready with- 
out having to have a bed ready! 
. . « Sounds like a lot of is-what- 
isn’t, doesn’t it? But all the mys- 
tery is explained in next month’s 
Better Homes & Gardens—‘Here’s 
an Idea.” Ten suggestions you'll 
find interesting and helpful. 








And another 


handy favorite— Det Monte Fruits for Salad. 


De. MONTE 


Fruits for Salad 
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FRUIT COCKTAIL 


Au the more credit to you, clever lady! 
You know a good thing when you see it! 

Imagine — five luscious Det Monre Fruits in 
a single can! Peaches, pears, pineapple tidbits. 
Tiny seedless grapes. And brilliant cherries for 
added color. That’s Det Monte Fruit Cocktail! 

A glorious combination! Perfect as a first 
course ...grand with meats...a tempting dessert. 

And watch it turn economical trifles into gas- 
tronomical triumphs! Bread pudding or custard, 
for instance. A Det Monte Fruit Cocktail 
sauce is just what these old friends need! 

Oh, it has uses galore! But remember, you 
want Det Monte! There’s nothing quite like 
it. It pays to ask for this brand—by name — 
whenever you buy. 


Here’s a great time-saver, too! 


This delicious fruit combination 
brings you Det Monte Peaches, 
Pears, Apricots...cut in larger QUALITY 
pieces, especially for salads... 
plus Pineapple Tidbits and scar- 
let Cherries. And like Der 
Monte Fruit Cocktail, it’s ready 
for instant service. Enjoy them 
both often! 
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THE following was addressed to Bet- 
ter Homes &8 Gardens: “It was with a 
great deal of pleasure that I have read 
Gladys Denny Shultz’ story on the 
Quintuplets. It is the best magazine 
story I have seen on the Toronto 
Symposium, and the entire theme is ex- 
cellently handled.” It was signed 
ALLAN ROY DAFOE. Your editors 


liked that immensely. 


The Clifford Pressors of Haddon Heights, 
New Jersey, are responsible for this delight- 
ful reproduction of the Manger pictured on 
the December cover of BH&G. It was made 
by Mr. Pressor of prune-box wood from the 
grocery and figures from the 10-cent store 


Mrs. O. B. C., of Battle Creek, 
Michigan, postscripts about an incident 
concerning last September’s cover, 
“Our daughter and her var bE were 
expecting a visit from the stork and 
were happily making plans. . . select- 
ing names seemed difficult . . . when 
my September copy of Better Homes & 
Gardens came, I saw the color photo- 
graph of that adorable child and turned 
to read concerning it. Thereupon both 
my mother (now the great-grand- 
mother!) and myself suggested the 
name Patricia, and when the darling 
baby came she was called Patricia 
Louise McB .... Thanks for such 
a fine magazine, splendid thru and 
thru.” 


+ + + 


With an expression of thanks for the 
pictures of outdoor fireplaces which 
= in Better Homes & Gardens 
last June, Mr. & Mrs. Henry Reeve, of 
Menard, Texas, inclose snapshots, of 
theirs, first of its kind in that com- 
munity, built as a result of the impres- 


sion made by the BH&SG 
outdoor fireplace feature. 
Explains Mr. Reeve: 
‘Texas, as you know, is 
the home of the barbe- 
cue, and many have built 
barbecue pits. Ours is a 
stove as well. The top is 
from an old ranch stove; 
has four removable 
plates. Midway in fire- 
box is the barbecue grill. Only cost was 
for firebrick to line the stove, three 
bags of cement, one of lime, and a dol- 
lar at a blacksmith shop for the grill. 
“It was my first one—really good 
fun. Not a soul lent a hand in the work. 
The only drawback is that after seeing 
what we accomplished, Mrs. Reeve is 
flooded with ideas for even more ac- 
tivity on my part.” (Right, above) 


> | + 
Mrs. Katherine Riehl, Pittsburgh, 


Pa., spent last summer in Province- 
town, Massachusetts. She was pleas- 
antly surprised, she relates, to see look- 
ing out at her from last August’s Better 
Homes & Gardens’ feature on New 
England, pictures of two houses she 
lived in while there. . . . ““The one on 
the left with the low roof is known as 
the Sibley Cottage and is over 100 
years old. Mrs. Sibley, now well over 
70, was born there and has lived there 
ever since. The house was moved to its 
present location many years ago. One 
of the parlor doors has upper panels 
shaped like a cross, an old superstition 
that a door so marked kept the witches 
away.... House on the right, with the 
arbor, was my home for five weeks. 
The summer was so fascinating I shall 
never forget it. As you started down- 
town in the morning, an artist might 
be setting up his easel on the corner; 
when you returned there would be a 
delightful picture of the sea or the 
quaint entrance to one of the old houses. 
Many picturesque shops, different 
types of people, and the never-ending 
fascination of the sea makes Province- 
town a delightful place indeed.” 


+ + + 


To Mrs. James J. Tynan of Milton, 
Massachusetts, speaking of how pan- 
tries have given way to built-in cabi- 
nets and cupboards, the swinging-out 
cupboard doors are inconvenient when 
trying to work on the cabinet tops. She 
points out that to [| Turn to page 152 
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The Reeves’ fireplace. 
“We used native field- 
stone; chimney is about 7 
feet high, draws splendid- 
ly. We built a rock wall 
out from the arbor, plus a 
built-in woodbox. With 
the rock floor it makes al- 
most an outdoor room. 
Our house is on a hilltop 
overlooking entire town" 








ADVERTISING 


Thr cc Wings IN HARMONY 


An unusual house designed by Stratton O. 
Hammon of Louisville for the kind of Kentucky 
Colonel who doesn’t live on a horse farm 


. is an ancient and honorable belief, an out- 
growth of romantic fiction, that Kentucky Colonels live 
on horse farms and spend their days sipping mint 
juleps. Actually, most of them live in cities and towns, 
in rather modest quarters, and work every day, even 
as you and I. For this latter sort—Colonel and Mrs. 
W. S. Taylor—this Bildcost Gardened Home was built. 

The house is adapted especially to a lot that falls off 
behind. Situated in the suburbs of Louisville, on the 
side of a hill, it has a lovely view, all to the rear. All the 
principal rooms are located in the rear to take advan- 
tage of this view. Many families today are doing the 
same with no other view than that afforded by their 
own garden. Because of the slope, basement rooms in 
the rear have full-view windows, and you can get out of 
the double garage without fighting an icy ramp. 


ONE of the best things about the house is the com- 
bination study and guest room on the first floor. 
Paneled in chestnut, very cozy with its corner fireplace, 
built-in bed, bookcase, and double closets, it’s a grand 
study to settle down and think big thoughts in— 
thoughts that make you the boss’s fair-haired boy with 
a pay check twice as big as at present. And when Uncle 
Ned, who’s got a leaky heart and a pile of dough, comes 
to visit, your study becomes, | Turn to next page 





PAGES REMOVED 





109 





CAUFIELD & SHOOK 








BEDROOM 
14-Ox14-0" 






a STORAGE 







BEDROOM § * 
14-0x10-6" 









SECOND FLOOR 




















Lu , 
PORCH 
LIVING ROOM | 16-Ox8-6 
DINING-ROOM —" A 
15-4 «13-0. 21-6 * 15-0 
= " STUDY or 
a KITCHEN, “MISTAIRHALL HALL BEDROOM 











10-0«9-4 iI-6*\3-O 
; ae ‘e | CL 
aun 4 = BATH 


FIRST FLOOR 


reg 


STORAGE 


GARAGE 
16- 0x21-0" 
STORAGE 











BASEMENT 


HOW MUCH WILL IT COST YOU! SEE PAGE 110 
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DECIDES TO IMPRESS NEIGHBOR 
WITR HER NEATNESS ——GETS HER 
TRUSTY BISSELL 





BRINGS NEIGHBOR IN TO SHOW NEW 
DRAPERIES AND FINDS RAUSBAND 
FIXING TIGHT DOOR 







































































PROUD AS BISSELL REACHES EASILY 
UNDER LOW FURNITURE WHILE STAY— 
ON BUMPERS PREVENT SCRATCHING 


PLEASED AS HI—-LO BRUSH CONTROL 
ADJUSTS ITSELF TO CLEAN RUGS OF 
ANY NAP LENGTA# HIGH OR LOW 





6. 
AUTOMATIC BRUSH CONTROL 


Only Bissell’s exclusive Hi-Lo control 
adjusts the brush automatically and 
fully to any nap length—to sweep all 
rugs with equal ease and thorough- 
ness. You needn’t hold the handle in 
unnatural positions or push any 
levers. See the smart new Bissells at 
your dealer’s. 


Models from $3.95 to $7.50 





TELLS HOW SHE USES BISSELL FOR 
QUICK CLEAN-UPS— SAVING VACUUM 
FOR ONCE-A-WEEK CLEANING 





BISSELL 


The really better sweeper 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 























INSIST ON THIS MARK OF QUALITY 
on Hk the Paina you buy / 














FOR SURE, SAFE 
PAINTING RESULTS 
BUY ONLY FROM 

AUTHORIZED DEALERS 

DISPLAYING THIS 

EMBLEM! 





Three Wings in Harmony 


presto, a guest room, and you bed him 
down there instead of on a davenport 
that’s six inches too short for him. Con- 
veniently, the connecting bathroom can 
be locked off to make it private to the 
guest room, or the room can be locked 
off to release the bathroom for use as a 
downstairs lavatory. 

The architectural motif, a two-story 
center portion flanked by one-story wings, 
is well known, but seldom used with the 
middle-roof gable facing toward the front. 
The whole feeling is classical, with a dash 
of Regency for style and a trace of Mod- 
ernism for youthfulness. 


INSIDE, two steps up and double doors 
give the bright dining-room the sense of 
being further removed than it really is. 
For quick lunches or breakfasts, the small 
nook at one end of the kitchen is very 
convenient. Table space in this nook is 
handy when you’re serving a large group 
in the dining-room. On the second floor, 
each of the two bedrooms has cross venti- 
lation, a connecting bathroom, a large 
closet, and good furniture space. There’s 
storage space over each wing. 

In this comparatively small house, you 
see, you have room for yourself and a 
family and a maid and trunks and your 
neighbor’s kid’s bicycle and even Uncle 
Ned. It’s so well planned it’ll handle life 
just as masterfully as a big house. 


Now, how much will it cost you? 


We've prepared a list of all materials needed to 
build this house. Using this list, your architect, build- 
ing-material dealer, or builder can figure the exact 
cost to you. We can’t accurately state that cost here 
because building costs are high in some communities, 
low in others. Send a three-cent stamp, for postage, 
for this list. Use coupon below. You are in no way 
obligated. 

This list of materials is only one part of Better 
Homes & Gardens’ Bildcost Service. If the cost is right 
and you decide to build this house, we'll send you the 
necessary plans, specifications, and contract forms for 
the nominal price of $5 for one set, $1 for additional 
sets. For all practicable purposes, three sets are neces- 
sary—one for your architect, contractor, and yourself 


Better Homes & Gardens’ 
B ] LISOST Bildcost Service is a regular 

feature of the magazine. 
BEG. U. & PAT. OFF. No matter where you live 
—East, West, North, or South—there’s a Bildcost 
Gardened Home for you and your family. Send 25 
cents for the Better Homes & Gardens’ Book of Bildcost 
Gardened-Home Plans. It contains descriptions of 45 
other homes designed by outstanding architects. 


Better Homes & Gardens 
5404 Meredith Building 


Des Moines, lowa (Please Check) 


[_] Please send me the List of Materials which 
will enable me to learn the exact cost to 
me to build Bildcost Home No. 804 (de- 
scribed on page 109) in my own commu- 
nity. | inclose a 3-cent stamp. 


(_] Please send me Better Homes & Gardens’ 
Book of Bildcost Gardened-Home Plans 
and the List of Materials for Bildcost 
Home No. 804. | inclose 28 cents. 
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Travelog 


To far Tibet 

It's vain to rush 

In quest of beauty, 

If you can’t see 

The charm of mush, 
Maize-colored in your skillet. 


—Oscar Ostlund 


No Quarter 


Since my garden's vegetation 

Now reclines in hibernation, 

| recount each overt action 

Which this season caused distraction. 
How my phlox received no quarter 
From the cutworm's deadly slaughter, 
How my terrier’s mad pursuit 
Sheared one row of stock to root, 
How my son's full mashie swing 
Made our lawn a war-torn thing, 
How the clematis | cherished 

From a careless lawn-mower perished. 


These and many another vulture 
Salt and pepper horticulture! 


—F. Whiting Hatch 


Rain in a Garden 


Overhead an azure sky suddenly becomes 
overcast 

With rolling clouds. 

Softly a gray mist descends, and a starling 
flickers past, 

Winging its way to shelter beneath the 
coping. 

Delicious scent of rain fills eager nostrils, 

And swiftly there comes a pounding of 
heavy drops, 

Mellowing black rich loam along the sinuous 
path. ‘ 

The verdue, plied with bright-faced, rain- 
washed flowers, 

Drinks thirstily— 

Then softly comes a drip, dripping. . . 


—Frances L. Nichols 


Seedlings 


n Impatiently the children stand 
2 While slow as snails his root-brown hand 
\- Crumbles the fragrant earth and spreads 
\- The even rows for tulip beds, 

For little freesia bulbs a nest, 

For daffodils a hillock’s crest. 





" “But when will they begin to show?” 
s “Oh, sometime round the melting snow.” 
st His answer brings a host of groans. 


They watch him finger out small stones. 
‘But that is months and months away!” 
“Oh, not so very long!" he'll say. 

A playmate calls and they forget, 

In running, the extreme regret 

That flowers and gardeners are so slow 
And gardens take till spring to grow. 


SHEETS 
PILLOW CASES 





—Virginia Brasier 








woodwork, furniture. 


7 FLOOR? 
_ VARNISH 


Rich, gleaming floors that require NO polishing — ever! 
Floors that are NOT slippery; floors that last for years, 
without care or attention, except ordinary cleaning! Such 
are floors finished with Satin Finish “61" Quick Drying Floor 
Varnish. Resistant to wear and water on floors, linoleum, 
Sold also in Clear Gloss and Dull 
Finish at paint stores. Pratt & Lambert-inc., Buffalo, N. Y. 


‘PRATT & LAMBERT” A GOOD HOUSE PAINT 













BUILDING OR REMODELING ? 


LOPHOTOS 
FREE / 


See lovely wood-shingled 
homes by leading architects 


Let the pictures tell the story! No other 
roof or sidewall material can equal Creo- 
Dipt stained shingles in natural, lasting 
loveliness. Creo-Dipt sends you 20 photos 
free...tells how America’s leading architects 
get a better new or remodeled house at 
lower first cost 
and smaller up- 
keep expense. 


MAIL \ 
COUPON! 









Creo-Dipt Co., Inc. 
Dept. 24 
N.Tonawanda,N.Y. 


Please send my free photographs of homes. 








Name cesar 


Address 
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FOR Faster DISH DRYING 
THE NEW THREE-FIBRE* DISH TOWEL 


These amazing towels made of a new 
fabric — cotton, linen and spun rayon, 
dry faster and leave less lint. You have 
to try them to realize how much easier 
\. they make the job of doing dishes. Bright, 
colorful patterns. Ask your department 
store for — 





*DRY-ME-DRY DISH TOWELS 


(U. 8. Pat. Pending) 


Wellington Sears Co.,65 Worth St., New York, N.Y. 
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EW Mountain Mist book 

shows 50 quilt designs, many 
in full color. Quilt expert tells 
about designs, decoration value, 
quilting methods, ‘“‘how to make’ 
ideas. Learn about new-type fill- 
ing —‘“‘Mountain Mist” Cotton 
—makes quilting easier and quick- 
er—dquilt looks puffier after wash- 
ing. Get Mountain Mist Cotton 
at all dry goods and department 
stores. Send 10c (coin preferred) 


for Mountain Mist Quilt Book. 
MOUNTAIN 
a SMe MIST Zu Cn 





OFF WITH TARNISH 


use WRIGHT'S 


SILVER CREAM 
Free booklet: 
/ “Care of Beautiful Silver” 
i J. A. WRIGHT & CO. INC. 
4 EMERALD ST. KEENE,N.H. 


apse 
WRIGHTS 


am 

















THE Diary 


OF A PLAIN DIRT 
GARDENER 


ra x | This bright morning found me 
2% ! a+ the Monticello Hotel in Nor- 
folk, Virginia, 650 miles from home, to at- 
tend the garden school under way in the 
hotel. This school is being sponsored by 
the Norfolk Federation of Garden Clubs 
in co-operation with the two Norfolk 
newspapers, the Virginian Pilot and Ledg- 
er-Dispatch. By 9:30 nearly 700 garden 
fans, mainly women, had come hurrying 
in, anxious to be on time. 

You see, Dorothy Biddle of New York, 


| editor of Garden Digest and author of a 
| popular book on flower arrangement, was 


to speak on flower shows and again later 
in the day on flower arrangement. Strange 
as it seems to a mere dirt gardener, wom- 
en are intensely interested in such. 
“‘The worst in a woman comes out when 
she is competing at a flower show,” said 
the speaker. After her talk, William Lanier 
Hunt spoke on “Year-Round Bloom.” He 
lives in North Carolina, is an authority on 
flowers of this section of the country, and 


| a well-known writer and lecturer. He had 


some beautiful pictures and many prac- 
tical charts to illustrate his talk. 

Mr. Hunt made the point, which is one 
of the most important lessons in garden- 
ing, that by careful planning and a knowl- 
edge of the bloom habits of plants, a gar- 
den, big or small, can be so planted that 
there will be a succession of bloom from 
early spring to late fall. 


- 
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“Sumac is putting out new shoots” 


Here’s another lesson in gardening. The 
best place to get advice and information 
on gardening 1s from the good gardeners 
right in your own community. Last sum- 
mer I had a letter from a BH&G reader in 
a city some distance from me, asking me 
to suggest a list of roses that would do well 
for him. I replied by sending him a list of 
the members of the American Rose So- 
ciety in his home town and told him to go 
see those fellows, that they could tell him 
what roses did well there. 

After Hunt’s talk, I slipped away and 
took a taxi up to the old St. Paul’s Church, 
founded in 1739, and a famous beauty 
spot. I wandered around thru the old 
churchyard, with its vine-covered church 
walls, fine shrubbery, great magnolia 
trees, and old-fashioned rectangular graves 
covered with ivy. Back to the hotel, to 


| bid a reluctant farewell to all these most 
| hospitable Virginia folks, and then I was 
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"The worst in a woman comes 
' . ” 
out at a flower show,’ she said 


By Harry R. O’Brien 


CARICATURES BY TOM CARLISLE 


off on the Pocahontas train of the Norfolk 
and Western, bound for home. 


4) 3 Cold, rainy, and no incentive 
2% 2 + work outdoors. But down- 
town, I bought a new clothesline—so ex- 
pensive that Maggie scolded at the price. 
But it’s just like the old one that has lasted 
for years. I bought No. 9 window sash 
cord of the best grade I could get at a big 
hardware store where building supplies 
are sold. The ordinary clothesline that 
sells for 25 cents a hank isn’t worth carry- 
ing home. 


4 * 5 The boys and I ran down to vis- 
2% 9 i+ neighbor Albaugh this after- 
noon and see what he has in bloom. His 
Lenten Roses (botanically Helleborus ori- 
entalis) were out. He grows these like 
weeds. I wish I knew how he does it. Ap- 
parently they thrive in a moist, shady spot 
and in a soil rich in leafmold and manure. 


Fat 4 Cleaned garage. Then had big 


bonfire to burn trash which in- 
cluded tops of iris and also some old peony 
tops that didn’t get off last fall. Good for 
disease and insect eradication to burn 
these tops. Spaded up seed frame—unro- 
mantic work but necessary and needful. 


4) Sitting in my study this after- 
at. / noon, reading. In came Donald 
, re , ‘ ’ 
with the news that the first narcissus of 
the year is in bloom. It is growing against 
the shrubbery on the east side of the house. 
But Mother K, who was here for dinner, 
brought over a large bouquet of them for 
our dinner table. She had cut them ahead 
of time and put them in water, indoors. 
Thus they opened up sodner. 


Fat /2 Today I surveyed the spring 


situation, lined up work and 

took stock of things. Ordinarily, the elec- 
tric hotbed would be under way but I 
won’t get it going this year. We are plan- 
ning a trip to the Pacific Coast in the sum- 
mer and I don’t want to leave too much 
in way of plants, vegetable or ornamental, 
for someone else to look after—to wit, a 
good neighbor with whom I’ve arranged 
to take care of the place while we are gone. 
For the same reason, I won’t sow the 
usual batch of perennial seeds, tho or- 
dinarily I like to get [ Turn to next page 






**Now I’m home, in overalls. 
And how good it feels!” 
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BITE SIZE CEREAL 
















HONEY. ..VOURE SURE 
SMART TO SERVE 
THIS NEW WHOLE 

WHEAT CEREAL... 
EVERYBODY LOVES 
SHREDDED RALSTON 


...AND ITS READY TO 
FAT WITHOUT MUSS 
OR CRUMBLING... 
JUST WHAT WE'VE 
ALWAYS WANTED! 
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.-FOR A GLORIOUS 
1938 VACATION! 


v There’s glamour out in America’s great 
Northwest and far West that spells a real 
vacation in any language! Yellowstone 
National Park . . ..Gardiner Gateway, 

the historic entrance, and the new 

Red Lodge HIGH - road that skirts 

the “top of the world” for miles 
-..dude ranches in Montana 

and Wyoming ... Rainier Na- 

tional Park, the modern, bus- 
tling cities of the North Pacific 
Coast... California... Alaska. 
On a trip to or from the West, 
travel one way via the colorful 
Northern Pacific country on 
the famous North Coast Limi- 
ted. Send the coupon below... 
we will send you full information 
about the trip that intrigues you 


and just what it will cost. 







NORTHERN 
PACIFIC 
RAILWAY 


" MR. E. E. NELSON, 
132 Northern Pacific Railway, St. Paul, Minn. 


Send me information, please,on: (Check data desired) 


C0 PacificN.W. [ Rainier Park () Yellowstone Park 
(0 Rocky Mountain Dude Ranches 0D California 
( Alaska [J Escorted Tours [) Independent Trip 
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The Diary 
of a Plain Dirt Gardener 


these seeds in the ground about this time, 
so they will be ready to transplant into 
a propagation bed by along in June, 
where I grow them into usable clumps 
by fall. There are some annual seeds I'll 
have to sow. This should have been done 
before now, but somehow the soil in the 
frame hasn’t seemed right yet. 

Last month I managed to get quite a 
good bit of ground spaded. But it has 
rained so much I couldn’t work it and 
transplant the perennials into it that I am 
planning to do. This doesn’t worry me, 
for I really like to spade early, let the 
weeds get germinated, then cultivate once 
or twice before planting either annuals or 
perennials. Weeds can be cultivated out 
better before planting than after. I have 
one bed all ready for sowing annual seeds, 
when the weather gets right. 

Looking around, I’ve been filing away 
in my mind the various jobs ahead— 





“Daddy, what can | do to help you?” 


weeds to be ousted, peonies to be thoroly 
hoed over with the two-pronged weeding 
hoe, a spot or twoon the lawn that needsa 
bit of compost. Maybe in two places where 
the dog has worn a path around the house 
this winter, digging out the old and fitting 
in some new pieces of sod will be better. 

I see some dead wood in the climbing 
roses on the side fence that had better be 
pruned out. I want to manicure the shrub- 
bery. There are some little piles of stone, 
dug up in the spading, that need hauling 
away. That Staghorn Sumac is putting up 
new shoots from underground roots again, 
and I'll have to chastise it by uprooting 
its unwanted progeny. I realize now that 
this sumac doesn’t belong in a shrub 
border. 

Thus I vision busy days ahead. These 
bits of work will make a lot of difference in 
looks by the time June comes. Then it’s a 
lot of fun to get my corncob pipe going 
these spring days, put on overalls and old 
shoes, and just putter around at these lit- 
tle jobs when evening and playtime come. 

om my mind off work indoors. Makes 
a fellow enjoy supper. Makes him sleep 
well of nights. Makes the old brain work a 
little faster next morning. Calls a halt on 
expanding waistline. Puts “wim and wig- 
or’ into muscles. If I could get everybody 
to do it, there’d be no need to worry about 
the nation’s future. 


fat /4 In Erie, Pennsylvania, today 


by train and went on to visit 
the near-by Presque Isle State Park. Here 
on a long, low, sandy peninsula that the 
waves of Lake Erie have piled up in suc- 
cessive ridges thru hundreds of years, I 
found one of the most interesting places 
imaginable. It is a state park, a bathing 
beach, a wildlife sanctuary, and a wild- 
flower lover’s heaven. 
As we approached the park, I saw that 
both sides of the driveway leading to it 
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THE BEST FOOD MIXER MADE 


Compare Mixmaster with all 
other food mixers and you will 
know why women everywhere 
prefer it. Be sure the food 
mixer you buy is Mixmaster— 


there's only ONE Mixmaster! 


EFFICIENT! POWERFUL! 






























Consult your doctor regularly. 
Ask about Hygeia Nipples and 
Bottles. Nipple, breast-shaped, 
easily inverted and thoroughly 
cleaned. Patented tab keeps nip- 
ple germ-free. New inside 

valve prevents collapse. 
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Gently turns in 
the breeze—drying wash 
evenly and spotlessly clean. 
Folds like an umbrella to store 





STAND IN away. 135 ft. finest line. Turns 
ONE PLACE in only 15 ft. of space. Does 
way with unsightly clothes 
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had been landscaped with evergreens and 
lilacs—the work of the Presque Isle Gar- 
den Club. After a mile or so, the peninsula 
bends east and runs along parallel with 
the shore to protect Erie harbor. Some 
years ago a concrete highway was built 
out on the peninsula. It makes a great 
loop. It takes 11 miles of driving from 
the park entrance until you return there. 

I saw wild ducks on the bay. Some- 
where within the woods is a herd of 30 
wild deer. There are wild turkeys, blue 
herons, white swans. At one place in a 
little lake the wild ducks are fed and they 
grow so tame there is a sign on the high- 
way reading: “Drive Slow—Ducks.” 

The older part of the peninsula has 
large hardwood trees and some White 
Pines, a few Hemlocks, and some Red- 
cedars. Toward the newer portion, there 
are smaller trees, open spaces, shrubby 
growth. 

Doctor E. O. Jennings, whom I met at 
Pittsburgh this past January, has studied 
the biology of the peninsula for 30 years 
and doubtless knows more about it than 
anyone else. Out toward the point I saw 
his little laboratory where he works. 

There are lakes. Channels have been 
cut thru so one can go for several miles in 
small boats. There are bridle paths, pic- 
nic grounds, shelter houses, bathing 
beaches. People come here by the tens of 
thousands in summer. 

There are places such as this all over the 
country that have been set aside and pre- 
served for use of the public in recent years 
—federal, state, and local parks. I haven’t 
paid enough attention to them, but I mean 
to do so in the future. This preservation 
from encroachments of business, industry, 
or amusement has often meant a fight on 
the part of local garden clubs and folks in- 
terested in Nature and out-of-doors. The 
public owes a great debt to those who have 
made these places possible for its use. 


Fat /7i've been away a good bit 


lately but no space here to re- 
late it all. But I’ve had to wear my Sun- 
day clothes, be on my dignity and what- 
not. But now I’m home. I’ve been wearing 
overalls. Dignity is forgotten. The Plain 
Dirt Gardener is himself once more. And 
gosh, how good it feels! 

Things are greening up. A good many 
of the spring flowers are showing bloom— 
narcissus, Moss Phlox, the white Ever- 
green Candytuft, and the yellow perennial 
Sweet Alyssum coming. There’s bloom on 
some of the shrubs, too, yellow forsythia 
and red Japanese Quince. The beauty of 
spring can be doubled by judicious plant- 
ing of a few flowering shrubs about the 
place. I like to visit some of the near-by 
nurseries two or three times each spring to 
note bloom and check up on new things I 
ought to have. 


Fat /g Sunday, so the boys and I 


rounded up our cameras and 
hied back to the ravine to look for wild- 
flowers and take pictures. We found 
Hepatica, the little Wood Anemones, 
Dutchmans-breeches, and so on. I had my 
Graflex camera, made for speed, so I took 
pix of David sliding down the shale bank 
on the far side. Luckily, he had on over- 
alls for the hike. That mattered not to 
him, tho. 


Fat 19! thought of Paul Revere to- 


day and was so ashamed of my 
own sluggish habits that I finally got out 
and busy at the great spring chore of sow- 
ing annual seeds in a frame—just about a 
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*MASONITE DUBBLSEAL SHEATHING is MASONITE STRUCTURAL INSULA- 
TION, 25/32” thick and covered on all sides and edges with a specially 
prepared asphalt coating. 


1. It Insulates. The 25/32” MASONITE STRUCTURAL INSULATION, 
coated with a special waterproof asphalt, forms a super-effective barrier 
against the passage of heat or cold. 

2. It Stops Moisture and Wind Infiltration. The asphalt coating 
prevents absorption of moisture and dampness into the insulation—and, 
of course, into the house. It also stops wind infiltration through the walls. 
3. It Adds Strength. The structural rigidity of MASONITE INSULA- 
TION has been tested and proved in case after case by the Robert W. 
Hunt Laboratories. The 25/32” thickness further reinforces the entire 
frame of the house. 

4. It Covers Large Areas. 48 square feet of area may be covered 
with one piece of MASONITE DUBBLSEAL SHEATHING. This means 


fewer joints ... more economical, more efficient construction. 


Of course, you want the four-way advantages—and four-way savings — 
of MASONITE DUBBLSEAL SHEATHING in your home. Mail the 


coupon for FREE sample and complete information — today! 


THE WONDER 
THOUSAND USES 


A MISSISSIPPI PRODUCT + SOLD BY LUMBER DEALERS EVERYWHERE 
MAIL THIS COUPON FOR FREE SAMPLE AND FURTHER DETAILS 
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AKES OLD FLOORS NEW! 


Double X does it beyond the shadow of a doubt...and does it without the fuss and 
fumes of varnish removers, alcohol, benzine, gasoline, bleaches and what-not. No 
matter how dull and dingy your floors may be, no matter how scarred and marred, 
you can count on this white magic to bring back their youth and beauty. Here 
is all you need: a can of Double X (75c at paint or hardware stores); a pail of 
boiling water; a mop or brush; some steel wool. Send 10c for trial carton to 
Schalk Chemical Company, 350 East Second Street, Los Angeles. 
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In Soft Pastels or Gay Pat- 
terns, Vernon Pottery Adds 
Gay Color Touches 
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The HEATILATOR 


FIREPLACE 


The Heatilator Fireplace circulates 
heat to every corner of the room, and 
even to adjoining rooms. It takes the 
chill from the entire house on cool 
spring or fall days—cuts heating 
costs. An ideal way to solve the heat- 
ing problem in basement rooms. 
Makes camps usable weeks longer. 
Thousands in use. 


Will Not Smoke 


The Heatilator provides a correctly de- 
signed metal form for the masonry; puts no 
limit on mantel design. The firebox, damper, 
smoke-dome and down-draft shelf are all 
built-in parts. It simplifies construction, 
saves labor and materials. 


WRITE for details; state if building a 
new or remodeling a fireplace. 


"Modern California,” above, comes in six 
lovely pastel shades — azure, orchid, pista- 
chio, sand, straw and mist. Gracefully simple 
in design with satin-like texture. Starter 
séts from $5.60. “Casa California,” below, is 
a charmingly adapted peasant design in a 
variety of colors on a cream background. 
See them and other patterns at the better 
stores. Guaranteed by Good Housekeeping 
as advertised therein. Free booklé. Vernon 
Kilns, 2304 East 52nd Street, Los Angeles. 




















HEATILATOR CoO. 
424 E. Brighton Ave. 
Syracuse, N. Y. 











Betrer Homes & Garpens, April, 1/938 











The Diary 
of a Plain Dirt Gardener 


month later than it might have been done. 
I sowed my petunias, snapdragons, mari- 
golds, asters, larkspur, phlox, cosmos, 
scabiosa, and calendula. 

These I like to sow in a frame, then 
transplant when they have grown to 
thrifty little plants. After I finished sow- 
ing, I firmed the soil with a piece of flat 
board, covered the bed with burlap, wa- 
tered lightly on top of the burlap, and put 
on the sash cover. 

Meanwhile, David has already begun 
outdoor sowing of annuals by planting a 
row of nasturtiums. I told him that may- 
be it was a bit early but he wouldn’t wait. 


fat 23! see plainly by now that 


there are holes in the rose 
beds that need filling. No matter what 
kind of winter, I always lose a few. So this 
afternoon I visited two local nurseries and 
bought what I needed to fill in, including a 
few new varieties I don’t have, such as 
Dickson’s Centennial, Gloaming, and the 
older single, Dainty Bess. Some were 
potted up, a few well heeled in, all No. 1 
grade and thrifty. 

I couldn’t resist buying some new per- 
ennials, too, including a few hybrid del- 
phiniums and a half-dozen plants of the 
Double Russian Violets that I’ve been 
wanting. I also bought some Phlox Colum- 
bia, the new pink that everybody has 
been talking about. I bought a few shrubs, 
too, for some spots in the shrub borders. 


fat 26 A long and hectic story could 


be written of the past few 
days but just the climax will suffice. After 
much calculation, several trips to see this 
and that model, with much oration by 
Maggie, we finally made up our minds to 
buy a new car. Sure, same old variety of 
standard tudor sedan. 


Fat. 29 It was time today to mow the 


lawn. Brother, the grass was 
high and tough. Worked awhile with big 
mower. Got out Donald’s small one. Mow 
one round. Rest a bit. Mow another 
round. Wipe sweat from beetled brow 
with red bandana. Rest and smoke pipe 
every few rounds. Managed to get half 
cut by quitting time. 

The school orchestra, in which Donald 
now toots a clarinet, gave a concert to- 
night. It was his first, aside from inciden- 
tal playing for school functions. Of course 
we went, and Donald, all in the glory of 
his new long trousers, kept urging us to 
hurry. I was amazed at the fine playing of 
the orchestra. I wonder if this was because 
Donald was playing in it. 


fiat 30 Mother’s birthday, so I had a 


local florist wire her roses by 
Florists’ Telegraph Delivery. Outdoors, a 
miracle happened. As I was working away 
to finish the lawn, out came Donald, 
“Daddy, let me help you. I'll take the lit- 
tle mower and you take the big one.” So 
away we went on that basis. 

Out came David. “Daddy, what can I 
do to help you?” he asked in eager tones. 
All this was a puzzler. Never had I seen 
such eagerness before. At last it dawned 
on me. The boys will have birthdays next 
week too, and the matter of presents is 
considerably in their minds. They won’t 
want roses, either. 
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WHAT DO YOU KNOW 


ABOUT Dogs? 


Quiz compiled by RUTH STUART ALLEN 
Better Homes & Gardens’ Pet Editor 


Test your knowledge about dogs. Read 
the problems carefully; check-mark your 
answers; then turn to page 129 and see how 
yours agree with those put forth by au- 
thorities. Give yourself a rating by scoring 
10 for each correct answer. A score of 
70 is perfect; 40 or over indicates you’re 
proficient in dog-ology. 


1. When a spaniel is acutely constipated, it 
indicates he should have... 

[| a slow two-mile walk every day 

[] a massage by an expert masseur 

[| more violent exercise and mineral oil on alter- 
nate nights 

(| meals more frequently, and heavier food 


2. If an Irish Setter is thin, listless, and has a 
dull coat, the trouble may be caused by... 

[_] Lying too close to an open fire 

[| sleeping outdoors on cold nights 

[| tape worms or hook worms 

[| too much raw meat 


3. If you want to train your dog for all-round 
hunting, in the beginning it is best to... 

[| take him to the field with an older dog 

| take him to the field alone and fire off a gun 
above his head 

[_] encourage his instincts by urging him to bark 
at birds in your garden 

| stop him from chasing cats 


4. The dew claw on a dog is for the purpose of .. . 
|_| removing the dew from food left outdoors 

|_| scratching flea bites behind its ears 

|_| spearing chunks of meat or bread 

|_| combing burs or knots from the animal's hair 


5. You can prevent tartar from forming on a 
dog’s teeth by... 

|] massaging his teeth and gums twice a week 
with soft cloth and salt-and-soda water 
giving him plenty of bones to chew 
encouraging him to bark more frequently 

|_| letting him listen to mouthwash radio programs 


r~ 


6. If you leave your dog locked in the car and 
always return to find he’s chewed the up- 
holstery, you should... 

[| have a heart-to-heart talk with the dog 

(| get a new dog or sell the car 

|| have your car insured against chewing or re- 
upholstered in fabric distasteful to dogs 

| muzzle the dog forthe length of time you're gone 


7. If your dog has no sign of fleas, yet scratches 

until he draws blood, and is shedding hair 

freely, the trouble most likely is . . 

improper diet 

| | too much exercise 

|_| the dog doesn’t like the way his hair is brushed 

| your failure to stroke his back frequently 
enough 

[ Answers on page 129 
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SAVE ON HOME BUILDING 


SEND FOR FREE MATERIALS LIST 
OF THIS HOME AND 28 PAGE BOOK 
DESCRIBING -CAREY BUILDING PRODUCTS 




























Ny BUILDING COSTS 


This attractive BILDCOST Home is described 
in detail on page 109 of this magazine. Return 
the coupon below for the Carey Edition of the 















“sn apmsome tage : BILDCOST List of Materials required to build 
oloe 5" s tong: this house with the exact quantity of each item; 
wearing roof and also the name of the Carey Dealer in your com- 
Pion lea yr munity who will, without obligation, estimate 




























its cost and give you the figures on both the down 


CAREY ROCKTEX payment and the monthly payments. 
= sees Gctpslated: In building this or any of the other BILDCOST 
‘Pads; Bats. Reduces Homes, or in remodeling an old home, you can 
room temperatures save money by specifying Carey Products because 


they wear longer, cost less to maintain and give 
better performance. They assure you of every 
benefit of modern research . . . the highest 
efficiency in Home Insulation; fireproof, wear- 
proof Siding and Shingles; Shingles that both 
insulate and protect. Carey Products return big 
dividends in the Extra Service they render. 


CAREYSTONE SIDING 
AND SHINGLES 


Made of asbestos and cement. : s , 
; durable as stone. No yourself the substantial economies in first cost 


painting; no upkeep. and maintenance that Carey builds into these 
modern materials. Mail the coupon today. 


Whatever building plan you use, discover for 


CAREY ROLL 
ROOFINGS 


A complete line to THE PHILIP CAREY COMPANY 
Dependable Products Since 1873 
roofing irement, 
lon Lockland Cincinnati Ohio 
Branches in Principal Cities 








CAREY ROOF The Philip Carey Company, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Please send me the Carey Edition of the Bildcost List of 
Materials No. 804, together with your 28 page book. 
















































achieved with the WESTERN PINES* 


A wall of random-width knotty Western Pine . . . honey-stained, 
white-glazed and waxed to a friendly glow... gives this com- 
panionable living-room much of its charm. For here is a note of cor- 
diality to accent the other three walls done in the orthodox manner. 
FREE! An expertly chosen collection of photographs to aid and 
inspire you in building or remodeling. Write today for the NEw, 
1938 edition of “Western Pine Camera Views.” Western Pine 
Association, Dept. 49-G, Yeon Building, Portland, Oregon. 


*Idaho White Pine *Ponderosa Pine 


THESE i ue WESTERN _PINES « 













*Sugar Pine 













































See the Chan of Old 
WILLIAMSBURG in Your Own City 


In a selected, fine store near you are The 
Williamsburg Galleries, where you can see and 
select many charming Colonial pieces of fine 
furniture. These pieces can be yours without 
extravagance. For Tomlinson craftsmanship 
The has recreated the loveliness and gracious charm 

of the 18th Century with rich elegance of line, 

| / TLLIAMSBURG finish and style. Designed for modern useful- 
ness and comfort and made of choice Cuban 

and Central American mahogany, these 


ALLERIES heirloom pieces will endure for generations, 


SEND 15c for illustrated brochure,“The Golden Age of Gracious- fi 
ness”, with location of The Williamsburg Galleries nearest you. — 
Furniture by The Williamsburg Galleries, 10-D Park Ave., New York City. 
TOMLINSON 


EXHiBITING IN PRINCIPAL CITIES 
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Potpourri 


Dear Editor: I'd like to see these two 
suggestions developed in some future issue 
of Better Homes & Gardens. 

How about some directions for making 
potpourri or fragrance jars? An interesting 

obby and comes right in line with gar- 
dening and homemaking. The history of 
the art, adaptations to the small garden, 
what the most appropriate flowers are to 
use, recipes, formulas, all would be ap- 
preciated. 

Another suggestion! Herb-gardening. 
Again the history of the art, suitable plans 
for a small garden, the use of various 
herbs for the health of an individual, 
kitchen-tested recipes, all are suggested.— 
Mrs. F. W. Traylor, Stanwood, Wash. 


Participated to a Sufficiency 


Dear Editor: Have had about enough 
“We Buy a Puppy.” What has that got to 
do with homes and gardens? The last two 
issues were very poor.—Mrs. H. L. Haase, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 


@ It would be interesting to have comment 
from other readers. What about mF tame dog- 
lovers? Want more, or less, about dogs? 


For a Big Red Apple 


Gentlemen: I very much appreciate your 
cover for last February. I refer particu- 
larly to the fact that while the gentleman 
in the picture is helping his wife make up 
the seed order, he is munching a nice red 
apple. 7 i is fi 
Pres., Ohio Apple Institute, Painesville, O. 





Cheshire Population 


Dear Back Talk: By their teeth you 
shall know them is right! Bravo, Mrs. S. 
W. P.![ BH&G, Jan. ’38, p. 51 |] It’s about 
time the righteous women’s clubs or 
somebody descended in a body on those 
advertisers who spread grinning mouths 
all over their pages. I don’t like them 
glum, but one would think professional 
models’ offspring would be born with per- 
manent grins affixed. Are we to have a 





W. Boxman, Los pr wees Calif. 
Cowsheds and Cider 


Dear Editor: Heaven help us if we have 
to live in barns such as that pictured in 
your January issue, page 38. 





Architect Wills apparently is a foremost 
(sic) architect, but apparently also this 
was done on “one of those days.” 

I have a very good theory about the 
origin. Please check me. Cowsheds in New 
England are plentiful. So is cider. Double 
them and what do you get? I mean, dou- 
ble the cider and sometimes it makes one 
shed seem as two—with rose bushes grow- 
ing all around. 

Ah! An idea. Recipe for a Wills Cape 
Cod house: Throw two sheds together; 
fold in a milk-trough. Garnish with roses. 
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Toss in a cranberry bush for the “added 
touch.”’ Cape Cod, here we come!—H. B. 
Wellborn, Brookline, Mass. 


Now won't some New England reader tell 
is fellow where to get off? 


On Grooming 


Dear Editor: Why doesn’t Better Homes 
& Gardens have a department on good 
grooming? After our homes and gardens 
and menus have all reached near perfec- 
tion, that isn’t all of it. Of course, accord- 
ing to psychologists and sociologists, how 
we look and feel depends much on our en- 
vironment. Granted. But for a lot of us it 
takes a little more than a square meal and 
a good snooze to bring beauty and charm. 
Frankly, we’re a wee bit disappointed to 
find you completely omitting such a de- 
partment. Everyone recognizes your au- 
thority, dependableness, and timeliness, 
and certainly any hints and suggestions 
you could relay to us in such subjects as 
style (not fashion!), good health, and good 
grooming would be practiced with equally 
as much faith as to where to plant the 
peonies. Do I hear an objection stating 
that this is a man’s magazine, too? All 
right—he can stand a few suggestions 
along with the rest of us. 





Maybe the Child-Training Director 
could help me win my point. How about 
it, Mrs. Shultz? Just as one woman to 
another, you know.—Mrs. T. N. G., 
Ithaca, New York. 


Community Lungs 


Editors: A salute to Mr. Righter! 
| BH&G, Jan. ’38, p. 51] And what a 
grand thing it would be if Better Homes & 
Gardens took the lead in encouraging 
clubs and other community groups all 
over the United States to donate and col- 
lect money to present their own hospitals 
with respirators (Iron Lungs) for the use 
of the communities. 

A respirator in every community would 
save a great many lives now lost as a re- 
sult of the infantile-paralysis plague. 

I learn there’s now being introduced in 
this country, from Sweden, a relatively 
low-cost “rubber aluminum-lung” which 
performs the same functions of the expen- 
sive iron lung now in use for keeping alive 
patients whose breathing apparatus is 
paralyzed by infantile paralysis. This new 
device utilizes a plate of aluminum which 
is made to fit the patient’s body closely 
by means of rubber fittings. It covers only 
the thorax and abdomen. Differences in 
air pressure within raise and lower the 
patient’s breathing muscles. 

Community groups not able to buy the 
more elaborate apparatus could supply 
these. Why not start the ball rolling?— 
Mrs. Harry Wood, Philadelphia. 


@ A splendid suggestion. 


They Want Hobbies 


Gentlemen: For the last ten or twelve 
years I’ve borrowed Better Homes & Gar- 
dens and read them hungrily. Now I’m 
a subscriber and proud possessor of your 


| 





Model 20 
INNER-SPRING 
Smartly Tailored Smooth- 
Edge with Imported Panel 
Damask Covering. 10-Year 


Guerenteed Karr * 
Spring Unit. . 529% 


All mattresses of modern type are spring 
mattresses — but only in nationally fa- 
mous Spring-Air can you get the coun- 
ter-balanced flexibility of the exclusive, 
carefully controlled Karr spring con- 
struction. Itembodies so many advanced 
features — so many desirable charac- 
teristics — that it is protected by more 
patents than any other construction. 
Not only does it yield the utmost of re- 
laxing comfort, but it is so perfectly 
constructed that none of the comfort is 
lost throughout years and years of use. 
A long-term guarantee is your assur- 
ance of enjoying the mattress of high- 
est renown, — with never a sag, never 
a hump, never a falling apart of the 
vital spring construction. That’s why it 
is so important to insist upon getting 
the mattress that bears the Spring-Air 
label. Your dealer is now featuring the 


new 1938 models, from $24.50 up. 









Model 60 
OUTER-SPRING 
Made in two parts— easiest 
of all mattresses to handie— 
and most comfortable. 15- 
Yeor Guaranteed * 
Also made with Extre Features at $49.50 


9 ee 


MICHIGAN 


RIN AIR 41 





* Other Guaranteed Spring-Air Models are Priced at $24.50, $34.50 and $49.50 —a complete line to buy from. 


VSwunglie 
the mattress with the 
Guaranteed KARR 
Spring Construction 


Counter-Balanced 
for Lasting Comfort 


SEE THE NEW 
MODELS NOW 













































































INNER-SPRING 


Exclusive Smooth-Edge with De Luxe Imported 
Damask Covering. 15-Yeer Gueran- « 
teed Kar Spring Unit . . wwe $3950 
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that keeps your home | 


cozy and lasts a “house-time” 


Is insulation expensive? Is it a worth 


while investment? What kind should I select? | 


All the questions about insulation you've 
been puzzling over are answered in this new 
booklet. It also tells the interesting picture- 
story of safe, fireproof Eagle Insulation— 
how economically you can have this new- 
type insulation installed pneumatically with- 
out building alterations! 


No ordinary insulation is Eagle Insula- 
tion! It is fluffy mineral wool —clean — 
fireproof —actually water repellent —with 
remarkable thermal efficiency. When a thick 
lining of Eagle Insulation is blown into the 
walls and roof of your house, it helps keep 
summer heat outside and in winter holds 
furnace warmth indoors. Fuel savings soon 
pay for the insulation! 








Mail coupon today. | 


Find out why Eagle In- 
sulation is so safe, so 
efficient, so economical. 
New picture booklet 


tells the whole inter- | 


esting story. Or look in the phone book for 
the licensed Eagle Contractor in your city. 


The Eagle-Picher Lead Company 
Dept. BH4, Temple Bar Building 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Please send me the new booklet, 
“Comfort at Home,” which tells 
all about Eagle Insulation. 
Name— 
Address— 
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Back Talk! 


perfect cook book. Wish I could let you 
taste some of my old-fashioned sugar 
cookies which just came from my oven. 

If you want a suggestion for your excel- 
lent magazine: We mothers and daddies 
appreciate busy-work suggestions for boys 
and girls. Our 9-year old has joined a 
hobby club. Here’s one favorite of hers: A 
ten-cent ball of variegated wool, woven 
among the meshes of a five-cent dish- 
cloth. When finished, sew sides together, 
forming a most attractive bag. Will be 
anxiously awaiting those pages.—Mrs. 
Wm. Rahning, Madeira, Ohio. 


Dear Sirs: There are several articles 
I’d like to see eliminated. The first of 
these is “The Man Next Door.” Why 
waste two whole pages of that sort of 
nonsense and go to the bother of changing 
type three times to get it printed! I’d 
far rather see a topic like “Hobbies” 
treated at considerable length in every 
issue. Too much emphasis nowadays 
can’t be placed on honest work and play. 


If every young girl, boy, man and wom- 
an had a hobby there would be fewer 
crimes. Hobbies are stabilizers. They 
mean play every day and represent an 
ideal. Isn’t a subject like that, which is 
conductive to better living and better 
homemaking, worth consideration? 

With “The Man Next Door” I'd like to 
see “We Buy a Puppy” pass into oblivion. 

Usually it’s the man next door who 
owns a puppy which makes his neighbor 
say, “Dog-gone it, if those dogs don’t 
keep out of my yard I’ve a notion to 
poison them all.” Why waste pages and 
printer’s ink on how to raise better pup- 
pies when that very same space could 
contain much helpful material written for 
the betterment of the adolescent child?— 
Mrs. J. A. D., Vermillion, South Dakota. 


Liked the Baby 


Editors: | resented many of the criti- 
cisms of your January issue. That darling 
baby face on the November cover was to 
me a great inspiration. I loved it so much 
I decided to put it in a blue and black 
frame and hang it in our bathroom. 

For the most part I feel Better Homes 
& Gardens is the most constructive family 
magazine I know of. I have only one 
criticism. I think Better Homes & Gardens 
is too clean to cater to tobacco interests. 

We do not want our American women, 
mothers especially, threatening the lives 
of their infants by cigaret smoking.—Mrs. 
I. M. §., Camden, New Jersey. 


Suggestion Page 


Editorial Dept.: Why not have a “Home- 
Saving Suggestion” page in your maga- 
zine each month; that is, suggested by 
subscribers? At present you have a page 
to cover new gadgets on the market, but I 
see possibilities in a prize page or the like. 
—Roy F. Swenson, Worcester, Mass. 





Please address letters of comment and 
criticism to “Back Talk,” Better Homes 
Gardens, Des Moines, Iowa. Unless 
requested to use only initials, readers’ 
names will be printed in full. Please 
confine letters to 150 words or less. 














{ O-CEDAR CLEANS, 
POLISHES, PRESERVES-- 
KEEPS FURNITURE 

LIKE NEW 











IT TAKES 
7/7 THis MUCH 
ORDINARY POLISH 


MILLIONS OF WOMEN [6 cou: 
WILL USE | THIS MUCH 
NO OTHER POLISH O-CEDAR 


You more than clean and polish with O-Cedar 
—you preserve your furniture. For O-Cedar 
“feeds” the finish, prevents “spider-web check,” 
drying out, cracking. Just follow directions— 
you'll find O-Cedar quicker, easier, more 
economical (it’s undiluted). The world over, 
more women use O-Cedar Polish than any 
other kind—for furniture, woodwork, floors, 


O-Cedar Mops are famous. They pick 
up, and HOLD dust—won’t scatter 


it. One for every need, all easy to wash. VA 


POLISH..MOPS..WAX ~~" i iby 





PATCH HOLES 
I WALLS 


EASILY AND PERMANENTLY 


Rutland Patch- 
ing Plaster 
makes a perfect 
patch as lasting 
as the wall itself 
—and anyone 
can use it. 
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We Parents 


[ Begins on page 91 | 

Marguerite adds, “‘She’s a well-dressed 

girl.” 

Little Cecil pipes up, 
aleck!” 

And so on until someone misses, where- 
upon it’s the turn of the maker of the first 
sentence to suggest a new word. Perhaps 
it will be “sharp,” “fine,” “splendid,” 
“nice.” There are so many ‘misused words 
or words that have various meanings. 
This game not only improves the vocabu- 
lary but keeps the children alert for new 
words to introduce at the next family 
session.—Mrs. May H. McEachern, Jack- 
sonville, Florida. 


“She’s a smart- 


They’re Young Consumers 


Eacu year I add to my daughters’ al- 
lowances enough money to enable them to 
buy thruout the year some item of their 
wardrobe. They not only buy it but are 
responsible for its care and upkeep. For 
example, Roberta at 8 began buying her 
handkerchiefs and ironing them. Eleven- 
year-old Betty is buying her stockings and 
washing and darning them. By adding an 
item each year eventually the girls will 
buy their entire wardrobe. It requires 
guidance, but it’s a most valuable way to 
teach wise spending, careful selection, and 
care of clothing.—Mrs. E. L. Dixon, Eagle 
River, Wisconsin. 


Trees Get Thirsty, Too 
Orren a child’s fears can be corrected 


in a simple way. Our little 5-year-old was 
desperately afraid of rain. Finally, one 
clear day I took him to the window and 
asked him, “How do you think the trees, 
grass, and flowers get drinks of water? You 
know they get thirsty, just as you do. You 
can have a glass of water, but they have to 
ask God for water. Then He sends the 
rain down to them and they drink and 
drink.” 

I never had any more trouble. His fear 
was gone.—Roderta Horn, Horn Springs, 
Tennessee. ‘ 


Button! Button! 
My NEIGHBOR'S little girl likes to 


come over to my house to visit. Since 
we've no toys, she’s often quite a bother. 
One day I asked her if she would sort the 
buttons in my sewing-machine drawers. I 
showed her how to put the very small but- 
tons in one kind of box, the medium-size 
in another, and the large coat and sweater 
buttons in a big tin one. Since then I al- 
ways have some easy task for her to do— 
arranging the small “gadgets,” putting 
clean papers on shelves, or watering plants. 
It’s fun for her and a big help tome.—Mrs. 
Eugene Chrisman, Scottsbluff, Nebraska. 





LETTERS about problems you’ve met 
and solved—concerning any age group 
between 6 months and 18 years—will be 
welcomed; $3 will be paid for each one ac- 
cepted for publication. Limit letters to 200 
words or less. No material can be acknowl- 
edged or returned. Address 7404 Meredith 
Building, Des Moines, Iowa. 













When | was married, Mother advised me 
to buy two kinds of sheets . . . one a 
good strong muslin ea regular use, and a 
percale for best. . . 




























1 didn't learn better till last fall. Betty 
was showing me her new sheets. ‘Utility 
Percale"'—she said. ‘‘Luxury and economy 
both!"" . . . Well, it didn't seem possible 
—percale sheets almost at muslin cost. 
Percale! Always the word for luxury — 
but once too costly for every-night use. 
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George said — ‘New sheets, eh? I'll bet 
ou've been ———s the family bank. 
pot they're ay swell. . . . So 


and smooth! 

So | told him the truth. Just a few 
cents more buys Cannon's Utility Percale, 
the sheet that's really a true percale in 
everything but price. . . . 











When | showed my find to Mother — she 
was thrilled. Said she wished she'd had 
this all-in-one sheet years ago .. . 
promised to use nothing else. 

I'm telling my girl friends — when buy- 
ing sheets, they can save their pennies 


and have their luxury. Remember the 
name .. . Cannon Utility Percale. 








You'tt find the same service benefits in 
Cannon sheets that you know so well in 
Cannon towels. And you'll find exactly 
the quality you wish, at the price you 
want to pay. There are three leading sheets 
in the Cannon line, each the pick of the 
field for value, the most for the money. 

For example, if you require real comfort 
and long service at low cost, look up famous 
Cannon MUSLIN—for years the outstand- 
ing Best Buy at popular prices. This sheet 
is pure white in tone, even in weave, extra 
strong—excelling others at all points. A 
true Cannon combination of comfort and 
economy. Cannon Muslin sheets are now 
sealed fresh and clean in Cellophane—and 
sell regularly at about $1.10* each. 





Next up the quality ladder comes Cannon 
UTILITY PERCALE—the first sheet in his- 
tory offering percale luxury almost at mus- 
lin cost. Softer, smoother, stronger—-yet 
lighter in weight and much easier to 
launder. Now about $1.50* each. 

Finally and at the tip-top among all the 
world’s fine sheets is Cannon CAMBRILAWN 
—the finest cotton sheet made, costing 
only about $9* the pair in twin-bed size. 

When you shop for sheets, shop for 
Cannon sheets. That's a safe, simple rule 
that always works to your advantage! . 
You'll find the Cannon name and label on 
three First Choice sheets—Cannon MUSLIN, 
Cannon UTILITY PERCALE and Cannon 
CAMBRILAWN. 

* Prices slightly higher west of the Mississippi 


"C healé 


THE FIRST NAME IN TOWELS IS THE LAST WORD IN SHEETS 
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HOME SHOW’ 


Far FROM the eager, surging crowds — in 
the quiet of your home — you may now 
enjoy the many thrills of a gorgeous “Home 
Show” as you scan the colorful pages of 
Home Owners’ Catalogs. 

This comprehensive volume is packed with 
yractical ideas and valuable information on 
building materials, equipment and furnish- 
ings made by leading manufacturers. If you 
are planning to build a new home — or mod- 
ernize an old one — Home Owners’ Catalogs 
will help you in the selection of the products 
most suitable to your needs, It is available 
without cost or obligation, subject to the 
restrictions in the coupon below. 

Many thousands of home owners, their 
architects and builders, have enthusiastically 
endorsed this established Dodge contribu- 
tion to better home building. 


Ask for FREE Book— 


HOMY OWNERS 
] ajatlogs 


you meet the following 


ennenm== RESTRICTION S==------ 


Home Owners’ Catalogs will be sent only to owners who 
plan to build — or modernize — homes for their own 
occupancy within 12 months, east of the Rocky Moun- 
tains, costing $4000 or more for construction, exclusive 
of land. Every application must be accompanied by a 
personal letter giving (1) description of proposed home, 
(2) when you will build, (3) location, Tes capected cost, 
and (5) name and address of architect, if selected. 
EVERY APPLICATION WILL BE VERIFIED BY 
A DODGE REPRESENTATIVE, 

BH&G-438 


F. W. DODGE CORPORATION, 

119 West 40th Street, New York, N. Y. 
I hereby apply for a copy of Home Owners’ Catalogs 
— which is to be sent prepaid, without cost or obliga- 


tion — in accordance with above restrictions. My letter 
is attached. 
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April Wool-Gathering 


[ Begins on page 46 | 


section. Time and agitation are disposed 
of by washing one garment at a time 
so that it can be handled quickly and 
gently. Agitation is only a word for the 
process of squeezing suds thru the woolen 
fibers! You can do it several ways. Unless 
very tightly woven, woolens may be 
washed with an electric or hand wringer. 
Wet the garment in the suds, lift it care- 
fully, supporting the weight with the 
hands, put it thru the wringer, and repeat 
the process three or four or more times 
until the garment is clean. If the wringer 
rolls haven’t an automatically adjustable 
pressure, the rolls should be loosened. 


A SECOND way is to squeeze the suds 
gently thru the garment by hand, or with 
a vacuum plunger, until the soil is flushed 
out. Do not lift out of the water and do 
not rub or twist—just agitate gently in the 
water. 

The third way is to wash the garment in 
the same double-thick suds in your wash- 
ing machine. But never run the machine 
more than three minutes and don’t guess 
at the time—use a watch, or, better still, 
a minute minder. And don’t answer the 
doorbell while the machine is running. 

For a very soiled garment, whatever 
the method used, a second suds may be 
necessary. 

Three rinses, or a second suds and two 
rinses, are needed. No soap should be left 
in the garments. Be sure the rinses as 
well as the suds are lukewarm. Squeeze 
the water out, supporting the garment 
as much as possible to avoid stretching, 
or put thru the wringer or centrifugal 
dryer ef your machine. 


Awnpb now you're ready to let that 
breezy spring day finish the job for you. 
All the woven garments and the socks 
and stockings can be hung on the line. 
Any of the garments that you think may 
stretch from the weight of the water in 
them should be wrapped in towels for a 
few minutes to remove more of the water 
from them. Hang the socks and stockings 
over the line by the toe because the water 
running down into the foot has a tendency 
to stretch it. 

As the woven garments go on the line, 
pull seams and closings straight, and if 
properly suspended, the breeze will do 
most of the pressing for you. Trousers and 
skirts should be hung from the tops. Pull 
tops straight, turn over the line an inch 
or two, and fasten securely with clothes- 
pins every few inches. Coats, dresses, 
blouses, dressing gowns will keep in shape 
better if put on hangers (be sure they’re 
rustproof). Fasten the garment at the 
neck, or secure each shoulder with a 
clothespin. Bend the wire hook of the 
hanger until it will just slip over the line. 


KNITTED garments should be measured 
before washing, pulled back into shape 
after washing, and dried flat. It is usually 
necessary to pin the garment to a towel or 
sheet to keep it in shape while drying. A 
friend of mine traces the outlines of her 
children’s sweaters with indelible ink on 
large bath towels. She spreads a washed 
sweater to fit the outline, pins it with long, 
rustless pins all around, then stretches the 
towel between two parallel lines, pinning 
it securely with enough clothespins to keep 





Feed your tiny tot Heinz 

Strained Foods and see 

how eagerly he eats! 

He'll like their natural color! He'll 
appreciate the tasty flavor Heinz cooks 
in—never out. Choicest fruits and vege- 
tables are prepared scientifically to pre- 
serve vitamins and minerals. There are 
12 delicious Heinz Strained Foods from 
which to choose. You pay no premium 
for their extra quality. 


ore GUARD YOUR BABY’S HEALTH — 
tious ~LOOK FOR THESE SAFETY SEALS 


& HEINZ 


STRAINED FOODS 





New, different and delicious are HEART'S 
DELIGHT Nectars! They're whole, ripe fruit 
liquefied—tich in natural fresh flavor and im- 
portant food values. Primarily a beverage, 
Nectars are also a treat on cereals, with or 
without cream or sugar or both. Endless cook- 
ing uses, too—see recipes on backs of labels. 
Ideal for children—and for you grown-ups, too! 


> FREE NECTAR RECIPES — punched to fit 
your Better Homes and Gardens Cook Book. 
Just drop a post card to Richmond-Chase 
Co., Dept. B-3, San Jose, California. 


Hearts Delight 
Wise t NECTARS 


PACKED BY RICHMOND-CHASE CO., SAN JOSE, CALIF. 
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the towel fairly taut so the sweater will 
dry flat atop the towel with air circulating 
freely thru and around it. Larger gar- 
ments could be pinned to old sheets and 
dried in the same way. For garments that 
are washed often, drying frames are con- 
venient and can be purchased in a variety 
of sizes and shapes, some of them being 
adjustable in an ingenious way. 

You can speed up the drying of caps, 
gloves, and mittens by removing excess 
water by wrapping in a towel, pulling 
into shape, and lightly stuffing with 
crumpled tissue paper. 


THE garments that will be kept on 
hangers in moth-proof closets or con- 
tainers, may be pressed before they are 
put away and be ready for use when the 
first chill wind of autumn whistles around 
the corner. Perhaps some of the garments 
are still needed for chilly spring days; then 
a thoro spraying with a moth-proof liquid 
will make it possible for them to hang 
safely in any convenient place. A vacuum- 
cleaner spray attachment furnishes a 
quick and thoro means of accomplishing 
this, or a hand spray may be used. The 
pressing should be done with a moderate- 
ly hot iron, on the wrong side thru a 
slightly damp cloth. 

With a final airing to complete drying, 
the last of your woolens are ready to be 
put away for safe keeping. Perhaps there’s 
enough left of that gorgeous April day for 
a shopping trip to pick up the first of those 
summer cottons that will fill the closets 
that are suddenly very empty. 





Kitchen Energy-Savers 
| Begins on page 38 | 


This is ‘‘erased”’ with a cloth dipped in 
black brushing lacquer or enamel. 

The kitchen floor and lower half of the 
wall are covered with inlaid linoleum. A 
dirt-catcher was eliminated by using a 
baseboard that isn’t a baseboard; it’s 
simply a 6-inch strip of black linoleum, 
the same thickness as the wall covering, 
running around the walls where the base- 
board used to be. Altho this joins the 
floor at right angles, it could have been 
arranged to produce a rounded corner. 

Upper edges of the linoleum ‘wall cover- 
ing are finished by a _black-enameled 
moulding about 1 inch wide. Besides act- 
ing as a trim, the moulding protects the 
upper wall from streaks or smears when 
waxing or caring for the linoleum. 

Finally, the electric clock wasn’t in- 
stalled over the window, as in so many 
kitchens. The clock is hung at eye-level 
above the range where most timed-opera- 
tions are carried on, and where it can be 
seen without looking squarely into a glare 
of light. 


THESE are some of the custom-built 
improvements that have proved satis- 
factory in one particular kitchen. Doubt- 
less you can think of many more; per- 
haps you can work out a wastepaper chute 
that operates like the tin-can swallower; 
or a garbage chute that connects directly 
with an outside receptacle and has an 
odor-proof valve; or a way of connecting 
up the towel-drying fan so that it can be 
used also as a kitchen exhaust fan for re- 
moving cooking odors. Designing and in- 
stalling such energy-savers is a good out- 
let for the talents of a handy man, if you 
have such about the home. 








CLINTON CARPET C<¢ 7 
Merchandise Mart, Chicago, Ill. ! 
Please send me FREE sample of r 
Craccte Treap OZITE Rug Cushion— ! 
and free booklet, “How to Take Care i 
of Your Rugs and Carpets.” B438 | 





THE garden fireplace lets you 
be a woodsman like Dan’ 
Boone or Kit Carson without 
getting your white shoes dirty. 
Pretty handy, we think; all the 
fun of a picnic without even 
getting smoke in your face. 


Mr. and Mrs. Ritchie Brooks, 
of West Englewood, New Jer- 
sey, think it’s handy too. They 
lugged rocks from a little of 
everywhere to build this fire- 
place. The coral came from 
Bermuda, the ivy from Canter- 
bury Cathedral. Construction 
was simple. First built was the 
concrete base. Then the stones 
were laid on an arched wood 
form. Rough joints accent the 
rustic effect. The grate, made 
by a local blacksmith, is re- 
movable. After supper it’s tak- 
en out and logs put on the 
charcoal fire, and then friends 
sit around and reminisce—and 


SAMUEL GOTTSCHO 


what rare and wonderful stories GARDEN FIREPLACE NO. 11 


such a setting brings forth. 
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Detailed building plans for fireplaces are available for 
25 cents each. Also available, for 4 cents, is an illus- 
trated leaflet (No. B-J-2) describing 9 garden fireplaces. 
Address 5904 Meredith Building, Des Moines, lowa. 
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Meals in your garden are easy and pleasant with 
inexpensive home-built fireplaces like the two here 


mec Wirn the spirit of fine bird dogs after quail, the H. L. Weath- 
erbys and their auto trailer went ranging for miles out from their 
home in Montgomery, Alabama, to gather rocks for this fire- 
place. So the grille would be conveniently high for cooking, the 
ash compartment was raised from the ground and the area un- 
der it filled with tamped cinders to support the concrete floor. 


BrenInp the firebox the Weatherbys built this brick-lined oven 
for heating rolls and keeping other foods warm while steaks are 
broiling. An oven rack doubles the capacity. The oven door and 
rack and the firebox grate came from a Montgomery foundry, 
and the plate for the oven bottom came from the junk yard. 
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ADVERTISING PAGES 


“TM HAPPY AQOUT THE 
WHOLE THING” 
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= “The whole thing” being the bonnets of pure 
Aluminum so many dairies are putting on their 
bottles to KEEP moo-cow’s milk clean. They 
are moisture-proof and tamper-proof. Taste- 
Milk capped with Aluminum Hoods 


qi ste it ona proof and odor-proof. And they cover the pour- 
eeps ali ifs original gooan ¢ 


. ing lip, keep it as free from dirt and germs 
as the inside of the bottle itself. 
Mothers, doctors and health commissioners 
line. everywhere endorse Aluminum Milk Hoods. 
They safeguard family health. Consider your- 
self fortunate if you live in one of the thousand 
or more communities where dairies deliver 
milk sealed this most sanitary way. Ask your 
en ee ee dairy. ALUMINUM COMPANY OF AMERICA, 1902 
Gulf Building, Pittsburgh, Penna, 
“= “ay 
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[ The meals themselves appear on page 37 | 


Egg Scramble in Ha:n Nests 


[ A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE | 


, 


34 pound smoked ham % tablespoon 
\{ pound round steak chopped onion 
4 pound fresh pork V6 teaspoon salt 
¥% cup bread crumbs 1/16 teaspoon 
1% tablespoon chopped paprika 

green pepper 1 beaten egg 

V4 cup tomato pulp 

Thoroly mix meats and add remaining 
ingredients. Fill greased individual ring 
molds. Bake in moderate oven (350°) 30 to 
40 minutes. Unmold on heated rusks and 
fill centers with scrambled eggs. Serves 8. 


Corn and Bacon Waffles 
[a TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE 


2 cups flour Y{ cup melted short 

V6 teaspoon salt ening or salad oil 

3 teaspoons baking 1 cup drained whole- 
powder kernel corn 

1 tablespoon sugar \4 cup chopped, 

2 well-beaten egg crisp bacon 
yolks 2 stiff-beaten egg 

1 cup milk whites 


Sift together dry ingredients. Mix egg 
yolks, milk, and shortening and add to 
dry ingredients; stir just until blended. 
Stir in corn and bacon; fold in egg whites. 
Bake in hot waffle iron. Makes 8 waffles. 


Honey Butter Sauce 


[ A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE | 
1 cup honey ‘ VY teaspoon cinna- 
14 cup melted butter mon 

Dash of nutmeg 


Warm honey slowly over hot water and 
stir in remaining ingredients. Serve warm. 


April Souffle 


[ A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE | 


1 tablespoon fat Y% teaspoon chili 
1% tablespoons flour powder 
14 cup milk V4 cup grated cheese 
V4 teaspoon salt 3 beaten egg yolks 
3 stiff-beaten egg 
whites 


Make cream sauce of fat, flour, and 
milk; season with salt and chili powder; 
cool slightly. Add grated cheese and egg 
yolks, mix well, and fold in egg whites. 
Half fill greased baking cups. Bake in slow 


oven (325°) 25 minutes. Serves 6. 


Creamed Ham in Toasted Bread Cases 
[a TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE j 


2 tablespoons chopped 2 cups cooked ham, 
green pepper cubed 
14 cup sliced mushrooms 4 hard-cooked eggs, 
4 tablespoons butter chopped 
4 tablespoons flour Salt to taste 
2 cups milk 1 loaf unsliced, 
day-old bread 
[ Turn to next page 
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Huis century of scientific research has made possible a 
motor oil that’s really pure . . . Quaker State. In four great, 
modern refineries the finest Pennsylvania crude oil is freed 
of all trace of impurities . . . scientifically purified to over- 
come the common ailments of sludge, carbon and corrosion. 
Acid-Free Quaker State will make your car run better, 
last longer. Retail price, 35¢ a quart. Quaker State Oil 
Refining Corporation, Oil City, Pennsylvania. 























































CRISP MOLASSES COOKIES 


1 cup shortening, 1 cup sugar, 1 cup Brer Rabbit Mo- 
lasses, 1 tablespoon vinegar, 1 tablespoon ginger, 1 tea- 
spoon cinnamon, % teaspoon salt, 2 eggs, well beaten, 
1 teaspoon soda, 1 tablespoon hot water, 6 cups flour. 

Place the first 7 ingredients in a saucepan and heat to 
boiling. Remove from stove, cool and add eggs, soda 
which has been dissolved in the hot water, and flour. 
Turn out on floured board and roll very thin. Bake on 
greased baking sheets in a moderately hot oven (350° F.) 
about 15 minutes. Makes 6 dozen crisp cookies. 






ERE’S A RECIPE to save you time, energy and dish- 
washing. No bothersome creaming of shortening and 
sugar—you stir up all the ingredients in a saucepan. And 
the cookies cost only about 6¢ a dozen! 
But, for real, old-time flavor, be sure to use Brer Rabbit 
Molasses—made from choicest Louisiana sugar cane. 











SO Good Meals Recipes 


Slightly brown green pepper and mush- 
rooms in butter. Blend in flour, add milk 
and cook until thick. Add ham and hard- 
cooked eggs, season with salt, stirring 
carefully. Remove crusts from bread, cut 
into 2-inch squares, and with sharp knife 
remove center. Brush outside of bread 
cases with melted butter or salad oil. Toast 
in moderate oven (325°) until light brown. 
Fill bread cases with creamed ham mix- 
ture. Serves 8. 


Hot Cross Buns 
[a TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE } 


2 cakes compressed 34 teaspoon salt 


yeast 3 eggs, unbeaten 

Vg cup sugar 24 cup currants 
3 cup milk, scalded 1% teaspoon 
3% cups flour cinnamon 


Y% cup melted 
shortening 


Soften yeast and dissolve sugar in milk 
cooled to lukewarm. Add 1 cup flour and 
beat. Add shortening, salt, eggs, and 214 
cups of flour. Beat 3 minutes. Cover and 
let rise until double in bulk—about 1 hour. 
Mix currants and cinnamon, add to dough, 
and mix lightly. Roll 1 inch thick and cut 
with 2)4-inch floured cutter. Shape into 
buns, place 2 inches apart in greased bak- 
ing pans, and brush tops with slightly 
beaten egg white. Allow to rise until very 
light. Using scissors, snip tops of buns at 
right angles to form cross. Bake in mod- 
erate oven (350°) 12 minutes. To the re- 
maining egg white, add confectioners’ 
sugar tomake a frosting; with pastry tube 
form across on each bun. Makes 2 dozen. 




















7 ca E £ | Brer Rabbit's new book. 100 recipes. Gingerbreads, 

* cookies, cakes, pies, puddings, breads, muffins, 
waffles, griddle cakes, candies. Address Penick & Ford, Ltd., 
Inc., New Orleans, La., Dept. B-5, 
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@ VERSATILE! This heavy-duty electric 
food preparer mixes even the stiff yeast 
doughs for hot cross buns, light rolls, and 
homemade bread as easily as it whips 
an egg white. As the beater turns it's al- 
so traveling clockwise around the bowl 
for thoro, double-action mixing. A wire 
whip replaces the flat beater for whip- 
ping or lighter beating. You may buy 
extra attachments—a pea sheller, food 
chopper, vegetable slicer, ice-cream 
freezer, and others to do, electrically, a 
large number of tasks. [ KitchenAid, 
Model K, $49.50, Dept. BH, The Ho- 
bart Mfg. Co., Troy, Ohio |J—A. J. O. 
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What Do You Know 
About Dogs? 


—s 


Answers to the dog-quiz, page 117 


. When a spaniel is acutely constipated, it 


indicates he should have more frolicking, 
lively play (have him retrieve sticks, play 
hard—it’s good for any dog, any time), 
and a tablespoonful of mineral oil on alter- 
nate nights until trouble corrected. A half 
hour of hard play is better than three miles 
of sauntering walk. 


. If an Irish Setter, or most any breed, is 


thin, listless, and has a dull coat, he may 
have tape worms or hook worms. A micro- 
scopic test of the feées should be made, the 
dog confined to a diet of raw, lean beef 
and a teaspoonful of cod-liver oil adminis- 
tered mornings for two weeks—then a week 
should be skipped and dosage repeated 
until improvement is shown. 


Take an older dog along at beginning, 
gradually shortening time spent with older 
dog until the pup is working alone. Casual 
yard training can begin at five or six 
months of age, serious training not until 
eight or ten months, 


. Like your tonsils, the dog’s dew claw has 


no present-day known function and is of no 
benefit. It’s best to have dew claws re- 
moved by a veterinary surgeon. Many 
times they become torn or swollen and very 
painful. If you checked any of the four 
answers, you may mark yourself either 
right or wrong, as your judgment dictates. 


Two chances to be right on this one. To 
prevent tartar from forming on a dog’s 
teeth, give him plenty of bones to chew, 
massage teeth and gums with salt and soda 
on a water-saturated cloth—at least twice a 
week. Accumulated tartar may breed dis- 
ease germs, cause gum trouble. If already 
deposited, a veterinarian can remove it 
quickly and painlessly. 
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... for you who want 


a WIEDIPEIR House 


Cabot’s DOUBLE-WHITE is made 
especially for the home owner 
who wants a whiter house than 
he can get with ordinary paints. 
It is whiter when new, and 
it stays white longer because it is 
immune to the atmospheric gases 
which soon give many whites a 





these paints give a smoother sur- 
face; they hide better; and, be- 
cause oil and pigment do not 
separate, they last much longer. 


FREE: The Little 
White Book. Write 
today for The Little 
White Book contain- 


6. _ a to muzzle an po rape sat. yellowish or grayish tinge... . ing full information 
og if he persists in it while you’re gone : : : 
even a short time. Scolding or punishing DOUBLE-WHITE is one of the and showing pictures 
pos Flagg 9g rv a, The one = famous Cabot Collopakes, differ- of many prize win- 
merely his rebellion against being left : . : ning houses finished 
alone. (But don’t muzzle your dog and ing fom a wher p ae ravens with Cabot’s DOUBLE-WHITE, Old Vir- 
allow him loose on the street. This handi- their pigments are divided hun- . . . : 
cap to his self-protection is too great. dred . b d ginia White, and Gloss Collopakes 
Give him a break.) reas of times finer y Our patente (Colloidal Paints). Samuel Cabot, Inc., 
' collopaking process. Asaresult, 1212 Oliver Building, Boston, Mass. 
7. If your dog has no signs of fleas, yet 


scratches until skin is broken and hair 
falling badly, common indirect cause is 
improper diet. Feed plenty of raw, lean 
beef; and once a week carrots, onions, cab- 
bage and green beans, cooked with a soup 
bone, all crushed. Dry yeast added to food 
helps. Discontinue bathing for a while. Brush 
thoroly daily. Massage warm olive oil into 
the dry skin twice weekly. Make sure there 
is no constipation; that the dog has maxi- 
mum of air and exercise. 


Do you want a “dog quiz” every month? Please 
write to tell us how you feel about it.—Editor. 








Majesty 


If labor has nobility, 


and Gloss Collopakes 


(COLLOIDAL PAINTS) 








(Peaulifad Kilchent 


-NOW 


| es TO OWN 
















Would you like your kitchen to be attractive, 
modern, efficient ... with every step-saving fea- 
ture, every type of convenience from towel- 
drier to beverage base? You can have such a 
kitchen today at a surprisingly low cost! 
WRITE FOR FREE COLOR FOLDER, 
“Planning = New Kitchen” 


There's majesty to know; 
Nay, there is even tyranny 
In he who wields a hoe. 


You die, he says to any weed, 
The sentence undeferred; 

You, carrot, live—a king indeed, 
Unmatched in power of word. 
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FOR SCENIC VARIETY 


THE 


va WNION PACIFIC 


@ On the Union Pacific route to this 
fascinating vacation region, you can 
view the beautiful Columbia River 
Gorge, Multnomah Falls, majestic 
Mt. Hood, and the great Bonneville 
Dam from your train window. 


Air-conditioned Union Pacific trains 
. ++ equipped with modern Coaches, 
Pullmans and smart Observation-Club 
Cars... take you quickly and com- 
fortably to the cool, green Pacific 
Northwest where a boundless variety 
of scenic attractions, combined with 
all sorts of outdoor recreations, offer 
you a completely enjoyable vacation. 


For train information and descrip- 
tive literature, just mail the coupon. 


Include California on your 
vacation tothe Pacific Coast, 
at no additional fare. Go 
one way, return another. 
For little extra you can visit 
Colorado, Yellowstone, 
Utah-Arizona National 
Parks, Boulder Dam or Sun 
Valley, Idaho. 


THE 


PROGRESSIVE 


UNION ~ 
PACIFIC | 


COLL AGC? 


W. S. Basinger, P. T. M. 
Room 598 

Union Pacific Railroad 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Please send me information about Pacific Northwest. 


City & State. 


0) Also send your book, ‘‘Summer Tours to 
Western Wonderlands.”’ 











Good News! We All Get a Break 


unpaid balance of your mortgage instead 
of on the whole amount, so that the more 
you pay off, the less the charge becomes. 

Suppose you’ re ready right now to start 
the ball rolling teward the new home. In 
general, what does the Act now say you 
can do? 


The Interest and Monthly Payments 


On a mortgage of $5,400 or less you'll 
pay § percent interest plus a 4 percent 
mortgage-insurance premium, or a ) per- 
cent premium on a mortgage above this 
amount. Interest and premium are both 
figured on the unpaid balance and, 
mentioned previously, there’s no longer a 
service charge to the home-builder. You 
make monthly payments thruout the life 
of the mortgage. The monthly payment 
includes (1) interest, (2) payment on 
principal, (3) mortgage-insurance premi- 
um, (4) taxes, and (5) fire insurance. Thus 
all these charges are taken care of auto- 
matically and you don’t need to bother 
about them individually. 

In addition to a down payment, in ad- 
vance you pay the fees for initial service, 
title search, mortgage recording, and 
appraisal by the FHA. These fees may 
total $50 to $200, depending on locality 
and value of property. 


The Small Home 


You can build a new single-family home, 
with a total mortgage not over $5,400, to 
be occupied by yourself and inspected by 
the FHA during construction, by making 
a down payment of 10 percent of the ap- 
praised value of the property ($6,000) and 
signing a mortgage for go percent. 

The project must be approved before 
construction is begun. You can, however, 
buy an existing house for your own occu- 
pancy on the same terms if construction 
was begun after January 1, 1937, and 
before February 3, 1938, and if it has 
neither been sold nor occupied since com- 
pletion. 

The mortgage for $5,400 or less may 
run for a maximum period of 25 years, 
payable in monthly installments. It’s the 
only one that may run for as long as 25 
years (maximum period for all the others 
is 20 years). It’s also the only mortgage 
on which the down payment may be as 
low as IO percent. 

If you pay 20 percent down and take a 
mortgage for 20 years, the house needn’t 
be owner-occupied; nor need it be new. 


The Medium-Size Home 


You can build a home with a total mort- 
gage of not more than $8,600 by making a 
down payment of 10 percent on the first 
$6,000 of appraised value plus 20 percent 
of the amount of appraised value over 
$6,000. If a home costs $10,000, this 
would amount to a down payment of 14 
percent and a mortgage for 86 percent. 
For a home costing $8,000, it would 
amount to a down payment of 12! per- 
cent and a mortgage for 87/4 percent. 
This, too, must be a new, single-family, 
owner-occupied home, approved before 
the beginning of building operations and 
inspected during construction by the FHA. 

Again, however, you may buy an exist- 
ing, unsold, unoccupied house, built be- 
tween January 1, 1937, and February 3, 
1938, on the same terms. This mortgage 


[ Begins on page 13 | 


would run for a maximum of 20 years, 
payable in monthly installments. 

If you pay a straight 20 percent down, 
the house needn’t be owner-occupied or 
newly built. 


The Large Home 


You can build or buy a home with a 
total mortgage not over $16,000 by mak 
ing a down payment of 20 percent and 
getting a mortgage for 80 percent of the 
appraised value on the property, running 
for a maximum of 20 years, payable i in 
monthly installments. Total cost of the 
home doesn’t matter so long as the mort 
gage doesn’t exceed $16,000 and is no more 
than 80 percent of the appraised value. 

The house needn’t be single-family or 
owner-occupied, but it mustn’t be de 
signed for use by more than four families 


Remodeling Loans 


You can borrow up to $10,000 to mod- 
ernize, repair, or alter an existing property 
so long as the improvements are perma- 
nent in nature. This includes fixed equip 
ment, such as automatic-firing heating 
plants or devices, doors and storm doors, 
driveways fences, landscaping, linoleum 
that’s cemented to the floor, walks, a water 
heater when it’s part of the water system, 
a water softener when it’s part of the wa- 
ter system, and practically all types of 
built-in equipment. It doesn’t include 
movable equipment, such as ranges or re- 
frigerators. The charge can’t exceed $5 for 
every $100 you borrow, and is deductible 
in advance; that is, you receive $95 on a 
$100 one-year note. The loan must be 
paid in equal periodical installments over 
a maximum period of 5 years. Discount, 
in advance, would be equivalent to a true 
interest rate of about 934 percent. 

Subject to certain restrictions, the same 
kind of loan may be obtained to finance 
new construction, such as a summer camp 
or cottage; but here the advance is limited 
to a maximum of $2,500, the deduction is 
only $3.50 per $100, and the loan may 
run for a maximum of 10 years, payable in 
periodical installments. This provision ex- 
pires July 1, 1939. 


Refinancing a Mortgage 


You may refinance an existing home, 
securing a mortgage up to $16,000, to 
represent not more than 80 percent of ap- 
praised value on the same terms as for a 
new home—that is, 5 percent interest, 
percent premium, 20-year payment. After 
July 1, 1939, however, no mortgages will 
be acceptable unless they cover houses 
constructed since July 1, 1937. 


Rental-Purchase Plan 


Finally, it’s possible for you to buy a 
home without any down payment, by 
what is called the rental-purchase plan, in 
some housing developments. This applies 
usually to homes in a development of 10 or 
more houses financed by an operating 
builder or real-estate company thru a 
FHA insured group-mortgage. You rent 
the house, and when you’ve paid enough 
rent to satisfy requirements, for either a 
10 or a 20 percent down payment (de- 
pending on appraised value), the mort- 


gage is released and refinanced in your 


name as owner-occupier. Very often, how 
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ever, the developer may require a small 
down payment as evidence of good faith. 


Where to Get Money 


As for money to finance your mortgage 
—that you obtain from a FHA approved 
mortgagee—banks, building and loan as- 
sociations, insurance companies—in your 
community or near by. If you don’t know 
where to find one, a local bank, architect, 
building contractor, building-supply deal- 
er, realtor, or your state FHA director will 
be able to tell you. 


When the Housing Act was origi- 
nally passed, there was hesitation on 
the part of loaning agencies to grant 
mortgages as high as 80 percent. There 
may be similar hesitation over the new 
90 percent mortgages. Much will de- 
pend on conservative appraisal of 
properties, the acceptance only of 
sound risks, and freedom of mort- 
gage money in the community. 


Of course, you may not want to use the 
FHA. You may be able to pay down 40 or 
50 percent and get a lower interest rate 
than the 5144-5! percent, which is the 
total FHA charge. In some communities 
there’s plenty of mortgage money avail- 
able right now at rates down to 4% per- 
cent, when borrowers can afford a bigger 
down payment. Be cautious, however, 
about the house on which you’re asked to 
pay very little down (say § percent) and 
also get a very low interest rate. The price 
of the house may have been written up to 
compensate for the extraordinary terms 
on which it’s offered. Also, no matter how 
much you borrow, be sure to get an amortized 
loan. 


Reducing the Cost of Home Ownership 


Why is the amended National Housing 
Act so significant to men and women who 
want a new or better home? 

First, the FHA program reduces costs 
of financing. The actual lowering of the 
interest rate is only a part. Just as impor- 
tant is the fact that secondary financing 
is eliminated. The prospective home-own- 
er gets a whole loan on a first mortgage, at 
a standard and reasonable rate of interest. 


A reduction in financing costs means 
much more to the [Turn to next page 
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Lovely Kitchens! 





ErriciENT kitchens... . Liva- 
ble kitchens. The kind of kitchens 
you like, modern and convenient, 
from resilient floor to work-saving 
equipment — PRIZEWINNERS, 
if you please! 

Pictures of them will greet you, 
words will explain, from the printed 
pages of next month’s Better Homes 
& Gardens—the Better Kitchens 
Contest winners, best of the coun- 
try’s 1937 crop of new and remod- 
eled kitchens. 
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WINGED... PERFORMANCE 

















@ Effortless, motorized mowing is within the reach of every family with this 
proven Eclipse-Built Rocket Power Lawn Mower. Not a motor driven hand 
unit. Winged performance on Goodyear Semi-Pneumatic Tires—20” cut—Tim- 

ken Bearings—Self-Sharpening—Briggs & Stratton 4-Cycle Engine. Own 

one this season and enjoy the modernized advantages of lawn mainte- — 
nance with power. 


@ Eclipse Power Mowers modernized to 
the highest degree for the 1938 mowing 
season. Both wheel and roller type—20” 
to 90” cut—all roll on rubber—built to 
stand continuous service. Priced from 
$165.00 to $535.00 F. O. B. factory. 
Demonstrations arranged. 


% Finger Tip Adjustment 
% Automatic Sharpening 


% Winged Performance 
on Rubber Tires 
. 
ECLIPSE .. the mower for ‘cutting 
expenses. You save all yearly mow- 
er expense by owning an Eclipse 
with these exclusive patented fea- 
tures. Be sure yours is a genuine 
Eclipse for 1938! 





















Just picture these beautiful, luxurious 
draperies in yourown home! Madeof color- 
ful, long-wearing fabrics in a wide range 
of patterns. You, too, will say FINCASTLE 
ready-to-hang draperies are the biggest 
value you’ve ever seen. Some patterns 
priced as low as $2.95 per pair. See them 
at your favorite department store today. 
Also available in yard goods. 

“WINDOW WISDOM” —Fincastle’s inter- 
esting book on window decoration—is 
A ONE ROR IT RE m,n 

y leading decorating authorities. Send 10c 
in stamps or coin to Dept. K for your copy! 


LOUISVILLE TEXTILES INC. 
LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 
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| can really afford? In which case am I more 


We All Get a Break 


home-owner than is apparent on the 
surface. One percent less in interest 
charges doesn't sound so huge. But 
1 percent a year for 10 years is 10 per- 
cent. On a long-term mortgage, a 
small reduction in interest rate means 
the same as a large reduction in the 
cost of the house, even tho actual in- 
terest payment is gradually reduced 
as the principal is paid off. 


Making It Easier to Buy 


Second, the small down payment, now 
as low as 10 percent for properties costing 
$6,000 or less, makes it possible for a great 
many more people with moderate incomes 
to become home-owners. 

There’ll be those who’ll say that if a 
man wants a home, he ought to have at 
least 20 percent of the cost, and preferably 
more, saved before he starts to buy or | 
build. This is the old thrift argument— 
don’t spend what you haven’t got. Cer- 
tainly it has validity; we’ve had a lesson 
in what happens when large numbers of 
people over-extend themselves on install- 





























ment-buying with small down payments. eon | : Shatind-cut ¢ A 
Yet there’s a difference. A family can’t get find this, or very table service: ¢, 786 
along without a roof over its head. In oth- desieores everywhere. pattern and 
er words, you have to spend money on each (dependirts arpe 
rent anyway. The real question is whether ote "G., Buffalo, N. ¥- 
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it’s better to continue putting this money 
into rent or to let it slowly count toward 
owning your home. 










Mortgages With Less Headache 


Third, the long amortization period 
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makes for security. This, too, will be dis- 
puted. How can a man be secure in pos- 
session of his home when there’s a mort- 
gage on it for 20 or 25 years? The answer 
is that there’s no such thing as absolute 
ecurity. As some wise man said long ago, 
the only sure things are death and taxes. The 
whole picture must be faced realistically; 
it’s silly to look at it in any other way. 
And speaking realistically, the man who 
has any kind of mortgage on his home 
doesn’t own the home; if the mortgage 
runs for 20 or 25 years—or one year or 
two years—he practically leases the place 
from the mortgagee for that period. Sup- 
pose he loses his job. Then he’s likely to 
lose his home. In great economic crises 
many do lose their jobs—and their homes. 

But a realistic view also compels us to 
ask ourselves these questions: 

Am I more secure with a long-time 
mortgage on which I make small monthly 
payments that, under normal circum- 
stances, are well within my means—or 
with a short-time mortgage on which I 
have to make heavier payments than I 


likely to lose my home in event of a minor | 
financial upsét? (Granted that I may lose 
it anyway in a widespread economic catas- 
trophe.) And which kind of mortgage is 
easier on the nerves? 

If I should lose, thru foreclosure, what | 
I have actually paid on my home, will I 
lose more if I’ve paid only 10 percent down 
and small monthly installments, or a 
large amount down and heavy install- 
ments? In the former case, does the equity | 
I lose amount to much more than I’d have 
had to pay for rent, anyway? 

In case I must sell my house, will I have 
a better chance if it carries a long-term 
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MUSICAL DOOR CHIMES 
INSTEAD OF B-R-R-RINGS 


When the door-button is pressed, 
two rich, clear chime tones re- 
place the irritating, nerve-rack- 
ing noise of the ordinary bell or 














buzzer. An artistic addition to 
any room. Length of chime, 40”. 
Easily installed on regular door- 
bell wiring. 

The housing with musical note 
motif is finished in Ivory Art 
Metal with Gold, or Statuary 
Bronze with Brushed Brass. 
Chime tubes are polished brass. 
$7.00, complete with transform- 
er. (Model for two-door opera- 
tion, $8.00) Your electrical 
dealer, department or hardware 
store has them, or can get them 
for you. 


Write today for 
free descriptive 
folder showing 
various models. 
THE A. E. RITTENHOUSE CO., INC. 
Dept. 10 Honeoye Falls, N.Y. Est. 1903 
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mortgage requiring only a small down 
payment from a buyer, or if it carries a 
short-term mortgage requiring a heavy 
down payment? 

Again, in event of misfortune, I may be | 
able to sell my house and get back at least 
part of what I’ve put into it. To do this | 
advantageously, it may be necessary to 


refinance the mortgage and bring it back} 


to somewhere near the original figurfe— 
especially if I’ve been making payments 
for a long time. Will this refinancing be 
easier if the house is one that has already 
met the rather strict requirements for 
FHA mortgage insurance, or if it isn’t? 


To Own or to Rent? 


There are plenty of people who insist 
that a man puts his head into a noose in 
buying a home at all—that it’s better to 
rent and be free of entangling alliances. 
We must acknowledge that there’s at 


least one very strong argument for this | 


point of view. It’s summed up in the word 
uncertainty—uncertainty of staying in 
one place, uncertainty of employment, un- 
certainty of life in general. Life does play 
us strange tricks. But on the other hand, 
there’s no known method of completely 


escaping these uncertainties. We’re com- 


pelled ‘to take some chances. 


For my own part, I’ve felt very strong- | 


ly that the satisfaction of having a home I 
could call my own, and of working with it 
creatively over many years, was worth 
the risk. I’ve known what it is to have a 
home—never free of mortgage, by the way 


—and be compelled by painful circum- | 


stances to leave it. I wouldn’t exchange | 
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the joy and creative effort of those years 
for any amount of playing safe, even if I’d 
known how to play safe. Who did, during 
the depression? 


A Good Time to Build 


So this is the story so far as the indi- 
vidual new-home wanter or remodeler is 
concerned. Regardless of whether the cost 
of building materials is due to go down or 
up, the prospective home-owner—particu- 
larly the little fellow—is now enormously 
benefited. There’s a shortage of decent 
homes. Land prices, according to experts, 
are still comparatively low, with a rise 
ahead if real-estate history repeats itself. 
So many improvements have been made 
in building methods, materials, and equip- 
ment that the house built today gives con- 
siderably more value for the same 
amount of money than the house built 
10 years ago. All in all, it looks like a 
good time to think seriously of getting 
that little gray home in the West—or in 
the East, South, or North. 





Editor’s Note: The foregoing article has 
been reviewed and authenticated by the 
Federal Housing Administration, and the 
table of average monthly payments on 
page 13 has been compiled from figures 
supplied by the Federal Housing Adminis- 
tration. 
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A Rock of Ages Memorial as- 
sures to you and succeeding 
generations a glowing pride 
in having erected a LIVING 
RECORD of incomparable 
beauty. Master artistry, applied 
by our own craftsmen, endows 
the finished memorial with a 
character and charm that belie 
its modest cost. 





Genuine Rock of Ages Memorials 
are identified by the small carved 
seal shown below—a permanent 
though unobtrusive proof that the 
material, the design and the finish 
are unequaled. This famed hall- 
mark of excellence carries with it 
the maker’s Everlasting Guarantee, 
backed by BOND OF THE NA- 
TIONAL SURETY CORP. 


Prices range from a very modest sum for a small marker all ih ae eae 
to family memorials at from $150 to $200, $250 to $400 clekee sore os 
and $600 and up. Your Authorized Dealer will show you ar 

genuine Rock of Ages memorials. Send for 1938 Book. 


AGES MEMORIAL 
/ BEARS THIS SEAL 
etched in the stone 











ROCK OF AGES CORPORATION, DEPT. A-4, BARRE, VERMONT Free KS o oon. 
I would like a copy of your new 1938 book, “How to Choose a Memorial,” com- 
pletely illustrated, and including full information on Types, Sizes, Finishes, 
Symbols, Epitaphs, etc. Also, please name your Authorized Dealer near me. 


Wow To cuooss 
A MEMORIAL 


NAME ADDRESS 
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Naturally it will be understood by all | 


Better Homes & Gardens families that be- 
cause of the many variables, it’s possible to 
give only estimated and approximate fig- 
ures, to the nearest even dollar. Exact fig- 
ures and information in respect to financ- 
ing the particular home you’re going to 
build can be obtained from authorized 
FHA financing agencies in your commu- 
nity and from state offices of the Federal 
Housing Administration. 
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By Lavinia R. Davis 


M, V E GETABLE GARDEN is fun coming and 
going. I enjoy it when I work in it, eat it, and think 
about it. In winter it becomes a green pasture for my 
mind to wander in. I forget weeds, bugs, and blisters 
and revel in the remembered joy of the first sweet corn. 

In summer the garden supplies exercise—and vege- 
tables. For the past four years we haven’t bought a 
green vegetable from June to October! 

Unless you can’t resist tomato salad before toma- 
toes ripen in July, a surprisingly small garden will 
keep a family of five or six amply supplied. You'll 
even have overflow baskets to give away. And all this 
on an average half hour’s work a day! 


My GARDEN turns from fancy to fact about the 
first week in March when I order seeds. Five dollars 
amply pay the bill and allow for a few annual experi- 
ments, such as peanuts, dish gourds, and corn salad. 

Around the end of March I hire a man to spade the 
garden. This is the only time paid labor is used and 
it’s well worth the two or three dollars it’s likely to 
cost. Spading is nothing to undertake after a winter 
indoors. But from then on caring for the garden is a 
pleasant and gradual progression that increases as 
you become hardened and ready. 

I usually do my first planting about the first week- 
end in April. It’s likely to be raw and chilly then and 
my hands tingle as I work. By the time I’ve made an 
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even trench with my hoe and put in a double row of 
peas and a row each of lettuce, beets, and carrots, I’m 
ready to go inside and stand by the fire. But now I 
feel as tho I had money in the bank! The vegetable 
garden is started. 

It’s idiot’s a? this business of putting seeds in 
the ground and having them end up plants. It’s new 
and mysterious and surprising each spring. Even ie 
actual depth of the seed—should the trench be deep 
or shallow—is easily forgotten. Fortunately, seed 
companies print directions on each seed packet. 


ONE E thing, however, burned into my memory after 
a summer of extreme discomfort is the spacing of 
rows. Leave more room between rows than you could 
possibly imagine vegetables would need. Leave at 
least 18 inches between rows of beets and carrots, and 
24 inches between beans. As for the tomato plants, 
give them as much room as you [ Turn to page 147 


“My vegetable garden is pleasant to look 
at. Or at least it is to my prejudiced eyes. | 
enjoy the sight of straight clean rows of 
healthy vegetables. | admire the feathery 
Shamrock-green of carrot tops, the soft 
bluish tint of cabbage, the stalwart, straight 
new corn. | can think of nothing more en- 
joyable than picking and eating vege- 
tables you've planted and tended yourself’ 









































Thrilling Decal Transfers Give 





Everywhere women areraving 

about these smart Decal 

Transfers that resemble real 
‘ hand painting. For they give 

thrilling new charm and 
-« brightness to kitchen, bath- 
room, dinette, nursery, playroom and 
game room walls .. . They’re so remark- 
ably easy to apply, too—actually as easy as 
putting a postage stamp on an envelope. 
And they cost so little you’ll be absolutely 
amazed to find how inexpensively you can 
beautify your home this way .. . All you 
need to apply these ultra-modern Decal 
Transfers are the Decals themselves—and 
water. There’s no painting, no pasting, no 
muss to clean up. Applied in a minute, 
they give beauty and freshness to walls for 
years for they are permanent and washable. 
You can see these Meyercord Decal Trans- 
fers, which have set a new vogue in home 





\’ Home New Charm and Brightness 
At Amazingly Small Cost 


decorating, in dozens of colorful designs, 
birds, flowers, fruit, vegetables, tropical 
fish and nautical subjects—at Depart- 
ment, Paint and Hardware Stores... Or, 
if you will simply mail the coupon below, 
we will send you a Free Decal Transfer and 
a folder showing how easy and inexpensive 
it is to beautify your home this new, 
modern way. 
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FREE SAMPLE 


THE MEYERCORD COMPANY, Dept. 84 
5323 W. Lake St., Chicago, Ill. 

en en: Send me absolutely Free, the Decal Transfer shown 
here together with folder which tells how easy and inexpensive 
it is to use this new, modern scheme of decorating. 
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The first plant here received a complete, ol nn 
and matured beautifully. Each of the other 
element—and failed, partially or completely; 


FAR MORE FOR YOUR MONEY IF YOU FEED YOU 

EARLY ! Plant food gives you far better results, per p 
used, if you apply it before the grass starts to g 

If you act quickly, you can give your grass such at 

ing start it will help choke out weeds, which do 
germinate till later. It’s easier to feed lawns early, to 
Then you can just spread the plant food on and let the 
spring rains soak it in! Don’t wait—give all your grass a 
“Square Meal” of Vigoro NOW, 4 Ibs. per 100 sq. ft. 











NGTERILE SAND... cred proved 
sbsceEl op gardéning SUCCESS 


LOOK AT THESE 12 SETS OF ZINNIA PLANTS, 
grown by master horticulturists at a 
leading University! 

They started life all even—grew un- 
der identical conditions of air, sunlight, 
water, and temperature. Even their 
diets were alike, except for one varia- 
tion in each pot. Yet in that small 
diet difference lies the entire answer 
to the plants’ radically different devel- 
opment. 

One plant—extreme left inrow—got a 
complete diet of the eleven elements 
plants require from the soil. The others 
received exactly the same diet except 
that one element, as indicated, was 
withheld for test purposes. 

Some of these incompletely-fed plants 
matured fairly well—but there isn’t one 


FED ALL” 
BUT 
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A PRODUCT OF SWIFT 
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of them that you’d be proud to have in 
your own garden. To insure complete 
success, an eleven-element ‘‘Square 
Meal”’ is vital. 

Choose Vigoro, the eleven-element 
plant food! It is sanitary and odorless 
. .. compounded to a secret formula, the 
achievement of years of research. 


Vigoro assures best results, saves money 


Vigoro’s remarkable effect . . . on lawns, 
flowers, shrubs, vegetables and trees... 
has made success easy for millions of 
gardeners. Their support makes Vigoro 
the world’s largest selling plant food— 
makes possible the low, economical 
prices. It’s packed in convenient sizes, 
one to one hundred pounds. Order this 
“Square Meal’’ now! 





SUPPLIES ALL THE 
FOOD ELEMENTS 
NEEDED FROM SOIL 























Scene of this remarkable plant feeding 
test—the Botanical Greenhouses of a fa- 
mous University. Rigid controls were used 
to make the tests accurate and reliable. 













UCKED neatly awa} ind 
shrubs and trees in a certain home 
grounds in Chicago is this rock 
garden—one of the most inspira- 
tional ones of its kind I’ve ever 
seen. Part of the reason for its 
lure is in the rocks, laid with that 
charming naturalness so _neces- 
sary to any rock garden that is to 
be permanently pleasing. But 
here’s the large share of the se- 
cret! The plants have that healthy 
“at home” look, about which all 
of us dream. 

This gentle sunny slope is most 
appropriate for a rock garden. 
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Generous pockets among bold 
horizontal rocks of sandstone or 
limestone hold well-drained soil. 
Deep those pockets must be, too, 
for many of the sun-loving hill- 
dwellers like to stretch their roots 
to the limit. No need to bother 
much about special soil mixtures. 
A great many plants that may be 
selected for a location like this are 
satisfied with the usual loam, 
leafmold, and sand—well mixed. 

In the higher, drier sections of 
the garden, basket-of-gold (4/ys- 
sum saxatile compactum) offers its 
priceless treasures in springtime 


PHOVOGRAPH BY C. O, SCHNEIDER 


close beside a large clump of deli- 
cate Moss Pink (P&Alox subulata) 
in one of its improved forms. By 
nature, basket-of-gold roams 
among rocks along the Mediter- 
ranean and in eastern Europe, 
while phlox is an American hill- 
dweller. Both like floods of sun- 
shine and can endure a great deal 
of dryness in the soil. Each one 
loves to spread its pretty finery so 
that you may have to trim them 
back occasionally. 


HoweEVER, being equally 
strong, they don’t impose upon 
each other as they would if one of 
them were weaker or more sensi- 
tive, like many of the tufted plants. 

Plants of such husky physique 
are not harmed when they neigh- 
bor with some of the sturdy low- 
growing evergreens. Dwarf 
Mugho Pine is a fitting compan- 








jon in a spacious soil pocket near 
by. This dweller of the Swiss 
mountainsides also likes dry, 
thoroly drained soil and lots of 
sunshine on its head. If there 
seems to be danger of the little 
shrub-tree’s growing out of 
bounds, it’s sometimes advisable 
to reduce the food supply by mix- 
ing more sand with the soil in the 
pocket. Otherwise, its require- 
ments are about the same as those 
of its flower comrades. 


THERE are other congenial 
dwellers for situations of this 
kind. A small-leaved European 
Catmint (Nepeta mussini) from 
the open, sunny slopes of Europe 
and the Orient revels in heat and 
even in poor soil. Its misty laven- 
der blossom sprays and fine gray- 
green foliage are a delight for 
weeks in spring and summer. 
Snow-in-summer (Cerastium to- 
mentosum) is another spreader 
which loves sunshine and dry 
soil. To this group of splendid 
plant folk may also be added 
Double Rockcress (Aradis al- 
pina flore pleno), trailing Rock 
Soapwort (Saponaria ocymoides), 
Creeping Babysbreath (Gypsophila 
repens), Grass Pink and Maiden 
Pink (Dianthus plumarius and 
Dianthus deltoides), and several 
Sedums. Broad splashes of color 
and satisfying leaf texture are 
their contributions, and they are 
seldom disappointing. Like bas- 
ket-of-gold and Moss Pinks, these 
plants, too, are such huskies that 
they should be given a whole 
place to themselves. 


THE foot of a slope like this is 
ideal for certain rock plants that 
need a bit more moisture and yet 
usually do their best in full sun- 
shine. White masses of Evergreen 
Candytuft (Iberis sempervirens), 
a visitor from the hills of Spain, 
and Anchusa myosotidiflora, a 
blue forget-me-not flower from 
Russia, glory in a well-drained 
spot where extra trickles of mois- 
ture occasionally find their way 
from the upper rocks down to 
their level. At the edges of this 
grouping add English Daisy (Be/- 
lis perennis), ““wee, modest, crim- 
son-tipp’d flower’”’ of Burns’ 
ploughed field. And there, if you 
like, 1s a garden “melting pot” in 
America’s national colors! 

Snug corners of a sheltered rock 
slope in the sunshine are paradise 
for tiny bulb flowers that bloom in 
early spring. They can be up and 
out of the way before the more 
rampant [ Turn to next page 
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AMERICA’S FINEST TOOLS 


@ TRUE TEMPER, America’s finest tools, are a 
bargain to buy and a pleasure to use. A bar- 
gain to buy because they give you five big 
extra values—actually more for your money 
—and you get these extra values without 
extra cost in genuine TRUE TEMPER Tools. 


Extra Value No. 1—An exclusive special analysis steel 
is used in all True Temper Forks. This steel is 30% 
stronger and 30% tougher than regular fork steel. 


Extra Value No. 2—The exclusive patented TRUE TEMPER 
Tubular Ferrule used on True Temper Forks is 25% 
stronger than old style ferrules—a smooth fit—no rivets 
or edges to irritate the hand. 


Extra Value No. 3— Longer sockets on hoes, longer fer- 
rules on rakes and other tools, gives 25% more strength. 


Extra Value No. 4—Handles made of select second-growth 
ash—sanded, waxed and polished to slide easily in the 
hand. Natural white finish—no stain or dye to cover 
up defects. 


Extra Value No. 5— Finer balance built in, so that TRUE 
TEMPER Tools are easier to use. 


It’s a pleasure to use these extra value TRUE TEMPER 
Tools. They are marvelously balanced and beautifully 
finished. For finer flowers, lawns and vegetables, wake 
up your garden with these splendid tools. Your near- 
est hardware dealer should have them. If he does not, 
write us for descriptive folder and name of a nearby 
hardware dealer who can serve you. 


THE AMERICAN FORK & HOE COMPANY 


Makers of Essential Tools : 


Cleveland, Ohio 





AT HARDWARE STORES 
Get This Valuable Coupon 


See these extra value TRUE 
TEMPER Tools at your hard- 
ware store. To each tool is 
attached a folder that tells 
its price and describes over 
30 other interesting tools. 
This folder also contains a 
valuable coupon which tells 
you how to get a copy of 
the big new 112 page TRUE 
TEMPER Garden Book. 


This valuable book, illus- 
trated with more than 80 
line drawings, contains many 
dollars worth of information 
essential to success with veg- 
etables, flowers and lawns. 









AMERICA’S FINEST TOOLS 
See... afte .- Page 8 
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Floral Sensation of the Age! 


RUSSELL LUPINS 


WINNER OF THREE GOLD MEDALS OF THE 
ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY IN 1937 




















































Now offered for the first time! 





FXTRAORDINARY colors and color combina- 
tions never before seen—every color and bicolors 
indescribable in their variety and beauty! Sizes never 
before seen. Great flower spikes 3 feet high, and five 
inches in diameter, 15 inches in circumference, on 
strong stems 4 to 5 feet tall. The blooms closely set 
forming a luxurious, compact mass of gorgeous color 
from top to bottom. No wonder Russell Lupins are 
called i amazed and delighted 
private and professional growers in England. 


Offers were made by enthusiastic observers as high 
as $250 for a single plant. A dollar a seed was 
offered but none sold. Now the seeds may be had for a 
comparative trifle. The first time they have been offered. 
Robust perennial, long lived, adapted to any soil any- 
where, require little care. The outstanding seed 
novelty of the year. 


Guaranteed Russell Lupins 
seed can be obtained only in 
the growers’ original colored 
packets, sealed with the trade- 
mark bearing the head of 
George Russell, the originator. 
Refuse all other offers. 


Russell Lupins packets of 12 
seeds 25 cts. 50 seeds 65 cts. 
120 seeds $1.25. 250 seeds 
$2.50. Complete illustrated 
descriptive circulars on request. 


EDWARD C. VICK, American Representative 
205 ELWOOD AVENUE ° NEWARK, N. J. 























VLL FIX THAT 
IN A JIFFY! 





CANNED WOOD MAKES 
HOME REPAIRS EASY 


Anybody can do a fine job of repairing 
quickly—broken chairs, loose casters, holes in wood, 
nicks, cracks, screw holes, loose drawer pulls, etc. 
with this canned wood that handles like soft 
putty and quickly hardens into wood you 
can drive nails and screws 
into, paint, or carve. Try it. 
Paint, hardware and 10¢ 
stores sell PLASTIC @e@ 

WOOD in 10¢ and 25¢ 
tubes, 35¢ cans. 


PLASTIC WOOD 
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There’s Contentment Here 


growers come along. True rock dwellers 
are the snowdrops and the blue Siberian 
Squills with their liking for light, gritty 
soil mixed with leafmold. Glory-of-the- 
snow, troutlilies or dogtooth violets, 
grape-hyacinths, and the little Lady Tulip 
(Tulip clusiana) should also be given 
warm nooks that are not windswept. 
Now for the other extreme! 


ArrIVING at Lake Louise in a breezy 
snowstorm one day in June, I marveled 
that the flocks of Iceland Poppies growing 
there cared neither for cold nor wind. In 
dramatic defiance they tossed their pert 
heads along the shore and up and down 
the stony banks. In California not far 
from the ocean’s beach, I saw them lift 
gay crinkled cups into late-afternoon fog 
and mist. And in Michigan I’ve seen the 
silken petals of those same courageous 
flowers standing crisp and fresh on a 
scorching August day. 

Iceland Poppies will endure much, but 
they will not tolerate wet soil, nor do they 
fancy being shut in by other plants. Free- 
dom and plenty of air and sunlight and a 
chance to run wild in some open, well- 
drained spot like the edge of a gravelly 
path—that’s solid comfort to an Iceland 
Poppy! And if they seed themselves, ’tis 
said, it’s a sure sign they have truly made 
themselves at home. 

If natural rock steps are built into 
the wall, the chinks in the risers, filled 
with gritty soil, are excellent places for 
little creepers. Hen-and-chickens and 
Cobweb Houseleeks will expand and in- 
crease their quaint rosettes; the fine 
greens and grays of thymes and creeping 
sedums will furnish to both steps and 
steppingstones beneath them a pictur- 
esque, weather-beaten air; all are happy 
in meager, dry soil and flourish in the hot- 
test sun, just as they do when scrambling 
over rocks in their Old World homes. 


Coot, moist nooks in partial shade 
where sunlight slants in but part of each 
day invite a setting of half-buried boul- 
ders and rich leafmold, porous soil. You 
won’t have to coax hepaticas, trilliums, 
and bloodroots to live in an Eden like 
this. The Crested Iris, from eastern hill- 
sides and stream banks, finds this sort of 
spot to its liking, and the native colum- 
bines are pleased, if shielded from cold 
winds. Native Blue Phlox has _ been 
trained in its improved forms to like plain 
garden soil, but its most charming nat- 
ural background is a damp, woodsy, well- 
drained space beside huge boulders and 
mighty trees. 

In part sun and part shade like this 
with soil rich and deep, clumps of hardy 
primroses are content and do not seem 
out of place, while violas are likely to 
bloom on luxuriantly from spring un- 
til snow begins to fly. 

Seeds or plants of many wildflowers 
and ferns may be readily purchased from 
dealers so that there’s no reason to rob 


the wilds of the beauty which everyone | 


should desire to keep intact. 


SUMMER and autumn are not the big 
moments in the usual rock garden’s life. 
But after the earlier season of admiration 
has passed, there is much that can be 
done to keep it tidy and presentable, in- 
teresting and even fascinating, until time 
for its winter rest. 








Give your side of the fence this quality 


Wheeling Garbage Pail; see how quick- 
ly your neighbor replaces her unsightly 
one! Wheeling Garbage Pails are Hand- 
Dipped in DURA-ZINC ALLOY...Wheel- 
ing’s exclusive longer-life coating. They 

aranteed rust-proof and leak-proof. 
oa for the Wheeling label on Garbage 
Pails, Twin Pails, Mop Buckets and other 
metalware. Wheeling Corrugating Com- 
pany, Wheeling, West Va. 
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Garden pobeng 


Powerful 1 and 2 Cylinder Tractors 
for Small Farms, Gardeners, y Mea.” (7 








Plow 






4 d Nurseries, Fruit and Poultry Men. 
ee THREE SIZES 
Cultivate With A = Power for Field, 
Haying an ruc 
MowHay . rop Tools “7 
umps, Saws 
and Lawns Belt Machines, 





Steel or Rubber Tires 

High Wheels-Enclosed Gears. r 
LOW PRICES 

Write for Easy Terms Plan 


and Free Catalog Bi 
STANDARD ee CO. 


Minneapolis, Minn. Philadelphii, Pa. 
3292 Como Ave. 2418 Market St. 150 ok, se" 





















> Send $1 n now. “<= ? 
> Get BOTH these ever- 
¥ blooming, dollar STAR ROSES “ 

Y at HALF PRICE to test in’ your * 
garden. 2-yr., FIELD-GROWN plants ‘ 
sent postpaid at planting time. \ 
* SOEUR THERESE, H. T. yellow. 
* CONDESA de SASTAGO, H. T. copper & red. \ 
1938 catalog of 186 best roses FREE. 
; : Or helpful booklet “Beautify With Roses” 
] [A THE CONARD-PYLE 
GUARANTEED TO BLOOM 


R Geoat GLADS* 


Pfeiffer Northern grown Gladiolus, 
















varieties, all different, unlabeled, 
including world's most popular varieties, rdy 
Bulbs one inch and farger, all ape 


postpaid. Ord 


to bloom. 4 for $1 9°. 
, or send for free 1 19 
Nursery, Box BGI, Winona, Minn. 


25c Coin. Two 
ROLLS DEVELOPED :::,° 
Weight Pro- 


fessional Enlargements, 8 Gloss Prints. 
CLUB PHOTO SERVICE, Box 692, LaCrosse, Wis. 
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Fish or onions, 
closet or bath, 


Each has a smell 
to ’rouse your wrath; 


But ease your nose 
and save your shame 


With sanovan, 


all smells you tame! 


Never again need you be ashamed 
of household odors! Sanovan kills 
all odors—leaves no odor. Safe, 
easy to use, long-lasting, only 49c 
for big combination special at 
drug and department stores.Now, 
CASH PRIZES for Sanovan 
jingles! Send today for Jolly Jingle 
Booklet with details. Cosmos 
Chemical Corp., Dept. E-3, 81 
Washington Street, Boston, Mass. 


SANOVAN 


KILLS ALL ODORS 
LEAVES NO ODOR 








TANK 
GARDENING 


Tomato poe 25 ft. high— 
tobacco plants 20 ft.—flowers 
frowing in super abundance! 

unds like a dream but these 
and other results, just as sen- 
sational, are being produced 
by the new method of growing 
without soil. It’s fun—no 





spading, no hoeing, no weeds wf 
». p —rerden Nm ye % 4} 8 
alore without har ack- 7 ' arya 
reaking labor. i? hl sttnnr rine o 


Now, you too, can grow plants this way, all year round. 
Start your chemical garden now. Send $2.00 today, for 
sufficient Shur-Gro Solution for one season, with eas. 








directions how to grow giant crops in small 

Only space. Booklet—25c, coin or stamps. 
a. | SHUR-GRO FERTILIZER CORP. 
—-- 821-N Locust Street, Pittsburgh, Penna. 











RASSYFORK 


Nn IWATER GARDENS 
; Beautiful new Catalog in 


, < 
ay colors gives special prices and 


free offers on water lilies and goldfish. Pool 
plans, planting suggestions, lotus, perennials, 
water plants. Write for your Free copy today. 
GRASSYFORK FISHERIES, INC. 
World’s largest Producers Goldfish & Water Lilies 


360 E. HARRISON ST., (2st. 1899) 645 W. RIVER ROAD 
MARTINSVILLE, IND. SADDLE RIVER, N. J. 












Milbradt Power Mowers 


roll the lawn gently while 
cutting. Easy and economi- 
cal tooperate. It’sfun 
compared to hand 
mowing. 







— All Sizes 
1 

LIKE to suit 

VELVET small and 


large lawns 
Write for Illustrated Catalog 


MILBRADT MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
Established 1896 
2436-38 N. Tenth St. St. Louis, Mo. 

















The Quickest Garden 


[ Begins on page 26 | 


you must be very formal, avoid a straight 
line anywhere. 


The Parade Begins 


THE flower that rushes into bloom ahead 
of all the rest is Sweet Alyssum. If you 
like the smell of new-mown hay but 
haven’t a hayfield, plant plenty of this 
low-growing flower, for it’s the perfect 
border plant. Besides, fat, fuzzy bumble- 
bees will come a-calling lured by the 
meadowy fragrance. Don’t thin Sweet 
Alyssum but clip it like a hedge, roughly 
beheading all old blooms as they become 
scraggly. Then it will keep low, compact, 
and white as snow all summer. 

Among the other annuals that are 
splendid for the border are Candytuft, 
which comes in lots of delicate tints 
(hyacinth-flowered is especially nice), and 
the deepest blue dwarf Ageratum. Then 
there’s Drummond Phlox, which is salm- 
on with a white eye, soft rose, light blue, 
and other pastel shades. The individual 
florets of the newest varieties, such as the 
Gigantea Art Shades, are 1 inch across 
and superb. 

I like verbena, for it stretches its vivid 
heads of bloom out of the flower bed, and 
its flame, blue, lavender, and white blos- 
soms linger lazily on the soft green grass 
beside the border. The petunia family is 
large and numerous. Some are ruffled and 
frilled, some are double, some are single. 
Heavenly Blue is a good blue, and All 
Double Loveliness is bright pink with 
crinkled petals. Rose Bedder is a lively 
pink shade. To me, the white ones are 
the most fragrant. 

Dwarf zinnias, particularly the Elegans 
Lilliput type, are perfect in the border. 
Nor are they less adorable in the house 
when arranged in a low bowl and poking 
their heads up from sprays of soft ever- 
green foliage. 


Nasturtium Possibilities 


Nowapays nasturtiums have a sweet 
scent that invades every corner of the 
garden where they grow, or the house 
where they may repose. The Gleam Hy- 
brids are best for color and fragrance. The 
fun of it is that you can get these now in 
separate colors, and the name. of the best 
are a poem in themselves! Primrose 
Gleam, Moongleam, Orange Gleam, Salm- 
on Gleam, Dwarf Double Golden Globes, 
and Double Mahogany. There’s said to be 
a man out west somewhere who grew a 
nasturtium so double that it produced 60 
petals! No telling where horticultural zeal 
will lead the most innocent of flowers! 

One of the earliest blooming annuals is 
the cornflower. Its mauve, rose-reds, and 
maroons are thrilling as sunset colors. Its 
blue is blue as the ocean in midsummer— 
its white, snowy as white caps. I wonder if 
that’s why one of its popular names is 
“ragged sailor.” But its formal catalog 
title is centaurea. Whatever you call it, 
plant the deepest blue and the deepest 
red together and the enchanting results 
will quite go to your head. 

Chinese Forget-me-not (cynoglossum) 
is lovely and fragrant, and its sprays of 
deep blue flowers on 1-foot stems will last 











“THERE’S NO 
SECRET TO IT!” 


“Our vegetables are like this every year 
—but it’s no secret how we grow them. 
Four years ago we started planting 
Ferry’s pedigreed Seeds—and we’ve had 
results like this ever since.”’ 

Ferry’s Seeds, both vegetable and 
flower, are developed and thoroughly 
tested by the unique Ferry-Morse 
Seed-Breeding Institute. In its vast 
experimental gardens, experts breed 
generation after generation of selected 
seeds. In this way, they can develop 
desirable characteristics and eliminate 
weaknesses, until the desired perfected 
seed stocks are produced. 


Then, before these pedigreed varieties 
are packeted, they must pass final In- 
stitute tests. All Ferry’s Seeds are tested 
for germination every year—and sam- 
ples of each are grown and tested for 
trueness to type. 


You want flowers and vegetables 
you’ll be proud of this year—make sure 
of them by choosing Ferry’s pedigreed 
Seeds, the kind the commercial growers 
plant. Ferry-Morse Seed Co., Detroit 
and San Francisco. World’s largest 
grower of garden seeds. 


NEWS FOR GARDENERS! 
Your neighborhood stores now 
have the helpful Ferry’s Seeds 
displays. Many flower and vege- 
table varieties to choose from— 
5e a packet and up—all selected 
for your particular locality, in- 
cluding some unusual 1938 
NOVELTIES! (Handsome free 
1938 catalog mailed on request.) 


FERRY’S SEEDS 


.- Page 8 


See ee 
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BARN DANCE 
SATURDAY NIGHT 


NBC - NETWORK 
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OR BY THE GLASS 
AT DRUG STORE 
SODA FOUNTAINS 


50% & BO *Pxcs 


Drink it and it gives quick relief from 


makes a sparkling pleasant-tasting solution. 
Headaches, Sour Stomach, Distress after 
meals and other common ailments. It also 
helps correct the cause of the trouble when 
associated with an excess acid condition. 


An Alka-Seltzer Tablet in a glass of water 
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WITHOUT A MAN ? 
| WOULDN'T,- GOODNESS KNOWS! 
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WHO'D WANT TO LIVE 
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AND THEN COMPLAINS, 


His STOMACH’S “ON A TEAR 


SETTLES THINGS 
RIGHT THEN AND THERE 


MINE OVERSTUFFS 


th Alka-Seltzer wai Abin 


BUT A GLASS OF ALKA-SELTZER 
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| GIVE HIM 
ALKA-SELTZER 


BEFORE HE DRIVES ME WILD 


GET MY MAN 
SAY/ HE'S NO*ANGEL CHILD? 


WHEN COLDS OR HEADACHES 





OUTDOOR 
SUMMER 
COMFORT 


is yours with 


WARREN’S 
PORCH SHADES 


Protection from sun, wind or rain, cozy comfort, absolute 
privacy, combined with pure air and softly diffused light ;— 
alt for a very small investment. This is what WARREN'S 
PORCH SHADES bring to you. 

Sturdy construction, long service, attractive colors, all 
sizes, easy installation. You will enjoy Warren's Shades; 
and they are MADE IN AMERICA. 


Your Housefurnishing Dealer, or 


WARREN SHADE COMPANY, INC., 


2905-2915 East Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis, Minn. 


KINKADE GARDEN TRACTOR 
and Power Lawnmower 
A Practical Power Plow and Cultivator » {7 


for Gardeners, Suburbanites, Florists, peat 1g 
rs, Nurserymen, Fruit Growers ¥ 4 oad ¢ 


- Easy Terms \ 
American Farm Machine Co. bg fii 
1135 33rd Av. SE. Minneapolis, Minn. 
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The Quickest Garden 


a week if they’re cut at night. The com- 
bination of these, either growing or picked, 
with Desert Gold zinnias is very nice. 
Our other favorites are Orange Shaggy 
calendulas, which will seem to bring 
chrysanthemums to your garden in July; 
snapdragons in all their lovely shades (not 
forgetting the midget ones); Sunshine 
asters with their ragged petals and tufted 
centers; and annual chrysanthemums, 
single and double and in all the tawny 
autumn shades. One can’t forget larkspur 
that flowers early and long if the seedpods 
are removed. 

Nicotiana kindly scatters its seeds far 
and wide each fall, and you'll probably 
be picking young seedlings from your 
parsley bed the next year. The dwarf 
varieties, both red and white, are starry 
and delightful, and if you plant lots, the 
fragrance especially at dusk will pursue 
you all over the house and garden. 


Cutflowers? Surely! 


A LOVELY California Poppy, Erecta 
Golden Rod, doesn’t scraggle as do many 
of these poppies but holds erect on 18- 
inch stems lovely yellow-orange flowers 4 
inches across. - 

And so to zinnias—zinnias which are 
nowadays crested and curled, giant and 
dwarf. My favorite varieties are the Pico- 
tees, Victory Quilled, Scabiosa-flowered, 
and the California Giants, such as Orange 
King, Exquisite, light rose, Dream, lav- 
ender, and Canary Bird. 

Very familiar and well loved are mari- 
golds, and what a large and desirable 
family they are! There’s Guinea Gold, 
Yellow Supreme, Harmony, Josephine, 
and the Collarette Marigold, Crown of 
Gold. Josephine is chocolate-brown with 
yellow edging and quite superb growing 
next to ageratum. Tagetes signata pumila, 
a distant cousin, has small fernlike foliage 
and is literally covered with small golden 
blooms from June to frost. It makes a 
grand edging. Not to be omitted is early 
Orange Flare cosmos. There’s also the 
early double dwarf Crested cosmos which, 
be it crimson or white, is the queen of 
them all, to my way of thinking. 

If you’ve a hot, dry, limy spot, Sweet 
Sultans will do well for you; they’re most 
pleasant and fragrant. We also love 
scabiosa. Its blossoms are yellow, laven- 
der, white, pink, and flame, but its most 
interesting shade, a dark maroon, is 
called King of the Blacks. 

The modern version of mignonette is 
quite as lovely and sweet scented as it 
used to be when it grew in grandmother’s 
garden long ago. This obliging plant loves 
poor soil and hot sun. Its colors are yellow, 
red, and white. As with petunias, choose 
white for fragrance. Most all the sweetest 
smelling flowers are the pale or white 


shades. 
Then Comes Autumn 


ALONG in fall come dwarf bedding 
dahlias in their luscious tomato-reds and 
golden yellows. Then there are sunflowers, 
not only the huge ones so decorative in 
cornfields, but also ones growing on 4-foot 
bushy plants. Creamy white, they are, 
with black centers, and each flower is 6 
inches across. Equally special are the 


[ Continued from preceding page | 


golden and flame ones, with dark centers. 
These resemble giant Black-eyed-susans. 

As a crowning glory to autumn gardens 
comes Tithonia—the golden flower of the 
Incas. This 10-foot plant becomes, at the 
end of the season, a mass of flame blos 
soms which grow on long, twisted stems 
and make most interesting October bou- 
quets. Its seeds must be planted very 
early. Tithonia’s habit of growth is quite 
tangled and wild, so it should be planted 
for best effect in far corners in a mass. 

When your resistance is quite gone and 
you’ve planted dozens of all these annuals, 
and they’re up and blooming, you may 
wonder how to keep them gay and healthy. 
It’s simple—give them plenty of water 
and a good balanced meal now and then. 
In addition, clip all dead flowers off so the 
plants don’t waste energy producing seed. 
Keep out weeds and cultivate frequently 
but not deeply. The perfect time for this 
is after a rain. A 2-inch mulch of peat- 
moss in June converts the weekly weeding 
into a monthly job! 

Spring is here! The maple buds are 
swelling along the branches like beads 
on a string! A small crocus among the 
tricycle tracks-in a squashy lawn quite 
undoes one, while a good whiff of warm 
wet earth will guarantee to destroy the 
calmest mental equilibrium for days. 


THink then of annuals, for not only 
amiable and obliging, these plants are un- 
surpassingly lovely and breath-taking! 








NOW READY! 


New Landscaping 
Picture Baok 


Turory is all very well, but for downright 
helpfulness in landscaping, there’s nothing 
like photographs of gardens and home grounds 
that have made good. That’s Better Homes & 
Gardens’ first principle. 

“See How to Plant Your Home Grounds,” 
a new Better Homes GzGardens book just off 
the press, covers modern landscaping for your 
needs thoroly—and it knows you can better 
digest words of wisdom with illustrative ac- 
companiment. 

Here’s a brief taste of what you get in this 
big 52-page picture book: Appropriate plant- 
ings that invite you in, pictures of informal 
gardens, sketches of formal gardens, sugges- 
tions for garden nooks, new ideas for the out- 
door living-room, practical how-to-do tricks 
of the landscape architect, how to grade lawns 
and terraces, how to build a proper rock gar- 
den and lily pool, successful evergreens, at- 
tractive fences and gates, intriguing garden- 
houses, useful outdoor fireplaces, plus 22 
common landscaping errors, which warn you 
what not to do! 

Whether you are planning a new yard or 
just doing things to an old one, this book will 
help you. Order your copy today! Price, 
only 25 cents. 


Address all orders to: 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 
6304 Meredith Bldg., Des Moines, lowa 
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Fairies Live 


in This Garden 


| Begins on page 32] 


“To all kind folk who make delightful 
gardens 
Where we may live 
Enjoying days and nights of busy leisure 
Amid devices fashioned for our pleasure 
Our thanks we give.’ 


TREES in the Fairy Garden are all minia- 
ture, none being over one foot high. There 
are a dwarf yew tree, a dwarf Canary Is- 
land Pine (Pinus canariensis), an interest- 
ing Monkey-Puzzle tree, a dwarf Austrian 
Pine, and a small Pfitzer Juniper. Small 
Myrtle bushes are green and attractive in 
the corners, and Ajuga forms a satisfac- 
tory groundcover on the upper level where 
there is a green glass river with a rustic 
bridge, homemade from branches of 
mockorange. Sword Ferns form a high 





background for the upper level when the | 


wisteria isn’t in bloom. Small Maidenhair- 
Ferns (Adiantum pedatum) add daintiness 
to the “Fairy Woods.” 


ComInG down on its web out of the 
large pine tree is an old black spider which 
is the guardian of fairies at night, for con- 
cealed in its stomach is an electric light 
which casts an almost unreal, truly fairy- 
like, light over the entire Fairyland. 
Perhaps you’ll get as much satisfaction 
from a Fairy Garden as I do when the 
school children visit it with their teachers 
from time to time. Perhaps you have chil- 
dren in your home and feel the urgent de- 
sire to bring into their lives something of 


the wonder and beauty of Nature and the | 


garden. The stately perennial garden in 
the rear is a place where these children 
may not play, for the lowers demand par- 
ticular care and careful treatment. The 
rose garden is full of beauty, but it’s also 
full of thorns, and so the allurement there 
is lessened. 


Bur a Fairy Garden! It isn’t necessary 
to have a large space for it. It’s within the 
reach of everyone’s space and purse. Here 
is a place where the children may first ex- 
perience the wonderment and thrill of a 
garden. The plants are small and easily 
cared for in a Fairy Garden so that it may 
be truly the child’s very own. If a doubt- 
ing adult would but supply the space and 
plants, any little child could bring a Fairy- 
land of his own into his own backyard! 








Fair Warning 


You have bad manners, Mister Wind! 
| wish you'd please tell me, 
When | am so polite to you, 
Why do you “boo” at me? 


| walk along and never try 

To strike or fight with you 

Although you pull and jerk my coat 
And even push me too. 


Some day | shall be grown up tall, 
And then you'd better mind 

And watch your P’s and Q's or | 
May be a bit unkind! 


—Blanche Lea Walden 








Here are four Wayside merit-proven new Hardy 
flowers, which we are heartily recommending to 
you. They are of outstanding quality in every 












way. Wayside’s reputation stands back of them. 


1. New Giant Columbine 

A magnificent hybrid strain of this lovely 
old garden favorite. Flowers are extra I: irge 
with long spurs. Robust growth. Rich in 
colors. The very latest development in 
Columbines. Six for $2.00 


2. New Hardy Fuchsia 


Blooms profusely all Summer and Fall. 
Ruby-red flowers. Thrives in sun or shade. 
Three for $1.50 


2 New Catalogs 


Two catalogs unequalled in America, in number of both new and 
Pages of color photographs, beautifully pre- 
sented. Truly reflect Wayside’s quadity plants and Sutton’s 


fine old things. 


unsurpassed seeds. Send for them. 


& 


Pat. Reg. 


3. New Phlox Augusta 


The American Beauty of Phloxdom. 


So- 
called because of its sparkling American 


Beauty red. Holds color in hottest sun. 
Grows 21% feet. Three for $1.50 


4. New Yellow Day Lily 


Fragrant gleaming citron-yellow flowers 
borne in profusion on stately 40-inch stems, 
in dry, wet, sunny or shady places. Blooms 
in July and August. Each $1.00 








16 Mentor Ave. 
MENTOR, OHIO 











ROWE MFG. CO., 460 Adams en 





as You Walk / 
The ONLY revolving 
rotary hoe with sharp hoe 
point teeth. 


MULCHER- WEEDER-ROTARY HOE -CULTIVATOR 
Does a whole day’s work in an 
hour. Makes perfect seed 
bed. Cultivates plants safely. 
Write for Free Folder and new low prices. €0) 





z i. U.S. A. 





| Geo. W. Park Seed Co., Dept. 1-A Greenwood, S. C. 


Hu 


Every flower lover needs Park's 
5A) Flower Book. A valuable, useful 
reference volume. Gives pronun- 
ciation of flower names, time of 
germination, height of plants. 
special uses; together with com- 
plete catalog of seeds, bulbs. 
tubers. Send today for your free 
copy. Special 1938 Park offering: Lobelia Crys- 
tal Palace, Lupinus The Bride and Phlox 
Cinnabar Scarlet—all for 10c. 














New CACTUS 


Grow these wonderfully interesting and 
Sreutitul flowering plants. Write for my 
new Free catalog, 24 pages of colored pic- 
tures and descriptions. A fascinating hobby 
for the window gardener or apartment 
house dweller. Grow anywhere! Johnson 
Cactus Gardens, Box 1-A, Hynes, Calif. 








PFEIFFER Gold Medal DAHLIAS | 





Gold Medal, [oter Wieotes 
Pfeiffer Northern grown Dahl for 
for only $1.00—Jerseys a oink 


im, scarlet 


King, w o Qugen e! ey pure ‘allow. 
Order — i938 
The Pfeiffer Nursery, Box Winona, Minn. 


lovender: jerseys 
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about funeral costs 
and practices 


Too many people face the arranging of a 
funeral with no idea of what to do. We 
have published ‘‘What To Do” as a 
guide to follow in time of need. 

Already more than 700,000 families 
have asked for and received this infor- 
mation It answers authoritatively all the 
questions you are likely to ask at time of 
bereavement—how to choose a funeral 
director ... what a funeral costs and 
why . . . what sort of casket is best, and 
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b so forth. 
4 You should have a copy of this book- 
a let to place with your other important 
4 papers. Doctors, lawyers, clergymen say 
ry “Tt is the best book ever published on 
4 this subject.” Send for one or more cop- 
4 ies today. No obligation. 
$ National Casket Co., Dept. E-1 
4 60 Massachusetts Ave., Boston, Mass. 
Please send me, without obligation, .. . 
free copies of ‘‘What To Do” in a plain 
r envelope. I want to be prepared. % 
; ' 
Name. . — 2 
’ 
Ox — J 
iu 
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144 
SLI EI LIZ 
| DON'T 
HAVE TO 
SCRUB IT 


TO KEEP 
IT CLEAN 


SANI-FLUsH is a scientific powder 
—made to end toilet-scrubbing. It 
cannot injure plumbing connections. 
It is easy to use. Just sprinkle a 
little in the bowl. (Follow directions 
on the can.) Flush the toilet—and 
that’s all! 


Sant-F.usu purifies the bowl and 
the hidden trap that no other 
method can reach. It kills germs 
and banishes the cause of toilet 
odors. Stains and incrustations are 
flushed away. The toilet gleams 
like new. SANI-F LusH is also effec- 
tive for cleaning automobile radi- 
ators (directions on can). Sold 
by grocery, drug, hardware, and 
five-and-ten-cent stores. 
25e and 10c sizes. The 
Mygienic Products Co., 
Canton, Ohio. 





CLEANS TOILET BOWLS WITHOUT SCOURING 
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For mending, making and all 


LIQUID GLUE 
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of this trio— Bottle, Tube & Can. 


Betrer Homes & Garpvens, April, 7938 





Answering Your Spring 
Garden Questions 


{ Begins on page 63 | 


In establishing a service garden 
what vegetables can be planted now 
that will come back year after year? 


Rhubarb and asparagus, established 

now, will make a permanent planta- 
tion. Asparagus will take three years 
to reach maturity but after that it will 
produce abundantly for a considerable 
length of time. Rhubarb, if good roots 
are purchased from a reliable source, 
will produce some good stalks late this 
spring and the early part of the summer. 
Thereafter, it will bear heavily year 
after year. Bear in mind that both 
plants make an excellent background in 
a garden. The average family needs 50 
asparagus plants and 4 or § rhubarb 
plants. 


lf You Want Herbs 


Q Is an herb garden practical, and 
what herbs would you advise a be- 
ginner to start with? 


An herb garden, if you are interested 

in the culinary arts and especially 
salads, is extremely practical. A small 
bed will grow all the herbs you'll want 
to use. I would suggest you start with 
chives for their onion-like flavor, mint 
for cooling beverages, parsley as a gar- 
nish for meats and fish, sage and mar- 
joram for flavoring salads. These will 
give you a start with herbs. 


Which flowers will give the best re- 
sults for the minimum amount of 
work? 


Without any question—annuals. Be- 

cause of the long blooming period 
they’re unsurpassed. For ease of culti- 
vation, marigolds, zinnias, bachelor but- 
tons, calendulas, petunias, and cosmos 
are most dependable. 


What is the best way to make a 
garden, both for cutflowers and for 
effect? 


Use a flower border. A long bed is 

easily managed and effective. A gar- 
den of this type can be as large or as small 
as you wish. By combining several bor- 
ders into a definite design, a formal de- 
sign can be made easily. Also such a 
garden can be added to year after year 
and still look organized and well de- 
signed. 


Planting About the House 


0 What can be done with plants on 

the north side of my house? During 
the winter, ice and snow break them 
down and in the summer there isn’t 
enough sun for them to do well. What 
would you suggest? 


Try a background planting of ferns. 

Maidenhair, Ostrich Fern, Cinna- 
mon Fern, Interrupted Fern, and Christ- 
mas Fern are all satisfactory. As a fore- 
ground planting, use bleedinghearts in 
various forms, and I think that you will 
have a planting that will be satisfactory 








THE FAVORITE FLOWER 
OF THE POET CHAUCER 


THE DAISY 


VERYONE, great or 
small, has definite 
reference in flowers. 
atever your choice may 
be, that flower must have 
protection against the 
ravages of insects. Experi- 
enced gardeners spray with 
“Black Leaf 40” to aid 
their flowers to attain 
full beauty. 


Economical Effective 


You, too, can derive 
greater enjoyment from 
your garden by using this 
economical insecticide. It 
has double killing action 
...by contact and by 
fumes. A little makes a lot 
of spray. Directions on 
labels and free leaflets tell 
how to kill certain insects 
and describe the many uses for “Black Leaf 
40.” Sold by dealers everywhere, 


TOBACCO BY-PRODUCTS & CHEMICAL CORP. 
INCORPORATED © LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 
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| 10,000 NICE LARGE SELECTED ROOTS 


now in storage for spring sales in over 100 of 
the choicest new and standard kinds. Most 
of the world’s very finest varieties. Many of 
these roots will bloom this season. It is time 


| to order right now. We will ship immediately 
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BRAND’S OWN ROOT FRENCH LILACS 
In over 80 of the world's most beautiful kinds, Both double and 
single, white, blue, red, purple, rose, pink, lavender, violet, ete. 
BRAND’S NEW DUAL PURPOSE FLOWERING CRABS 
Something entirely new. Beautiful ornamental crabs which 

ear great quantities of wonderful fruit. 
Write for FREE Spring Catalog describing these 
. and many other new flowers, cherries, plums, 
pears, and apples not found in the ordinary 

catalog. 








The Siberian Water Lily is 
much like our finest native 
white water lily, except that 
it is smaller; can be grown indoors in a vase or fish bowl. 
Flowers 14% to 2% in. across; plants bloom continuously; 


| blossoms last 3 to 4 days. Perfectly hardy. Handsome 


water lily for the outdoor pool or a wonderful house plant. 
Grows from seed. Package, 2Se postpaid. Catalog Free. 


BURGESS SEED & PLANT CoO. 


221 W. A., Galesburg, Michigan 





MAK 


out of garden waste. Mix grass, weeds, 
leaves, cuttings, etc., with ADCO and turn 
them into splendid fertilizer. It's easy— 
anybody can do it—and every pound of 
ADCO makes 40 pounds of rich plant 
food. Get ADCO from seed dealers or direct 
from us. Interesting booklet FREE. 
ADCO, Dept. B, Carlisle, Pa. 


GARDEN NOVELTY - DAINTY GIFT 
5 Hummingbird Feeders $1.50 Postpaid 





WINTHROP PACKARD 
1492 Washington St., Canton, Mass. 





Collection B-8 consists of 6 healthy plants 


that should be in every pool. Marvelous 
value—6 for $1.00, postpaid. 
FREE—Beautiful pink water lily with 
each B-8 Collection for limited time. Send 
$1.00 bill or money order—we pay posta ‘ 
Write for 1938 Catalog listing new LOW 
PRICES on water lilies, plants for pools, 
goldfish, scavengers, etc. 


LOVELAND GOLDFISH FARM - Loveland, Ohis 





YOUR OWN 
FERTILIZER 
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ARE YOU 
DOUBLE-CROSSED 
BY GLUES THAT > 
“DRY LOOSE”? / 


Here’s why CASCO makes 
permanent home repairs: 


It sets chemically ...forms a heat-proof, 
damp- proof bond. CASCO joints can’t be 
weakened by heat and moisture changes in 
your home like old-style liquid glues that 
set merely by evaporation. 


Easy to use. Just mix one part CASCO pow- 
der in one part water. No mess. No heating. 
And no waste...you mix it as you need it. 


Economical. CASCO plus cold water makes 
a full-strength glue at less cost than ordinary 
liquid glues. CASCO has many household 
uses. (Send forthe free book offered below.) 


FREE! 1938 CASCO GLUING —. The book that 
saves dollars in repair bills.. 
broken furniture, books, Ruste 
um, luggage, everything ‘‘glue- 
able’. Tells how to make crack- 
filler, water-resistant paint, etc. 
Send request on penny postcard to — 
CASEIN CO. OF AMERICA 
Dept. A438, 350 Madison Ave., N.Y.C. 


CASCO 


POWDERED D CASEIN GLUE 
4 HANDY SIZES... 10c to 65c... AT HARDWARE STORES 





GLUES EVERYTHING 
Peamanenny 
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Give seeds a healthy start by 
treating them with SEMESAN 


Applied as a dust or liquid, SEMESAN reduces 
seed rotting, seedling blight, certain other seed- 
borne diseases, even protects against seed-borne 
soil contamination; thus helps seeds thrive and 
produce better. Easy to use; inexpensive. Flower- 
Vegetable Pamphlets free from dealer or Bayer- 
n Co., Inc., Wilmington, Del. 





2-OZ. TIN, 35c; AMPLE 


FOR AVERAGE GARDEN 





1938 at Offer 
These 4 Packets— Value 40c— 


Mailed for 1 0c in coin or stamps. 


Free Blooming—Easy to Grow. 

a for Lay Bedding. 

1938 & Catalog 
clied FREE on request. 


Robt. BuistCo., Dept. ¢, Phila.,Pa. 


SEEDSMEN FOR 110 YEARS 













NATIONAL MOWER CO. 

834 Cromwell St. Paul. Minn 
Sickle mower, power driven, rubber 
tired, pulls self, cuts high grass, 
hay, weeds, on level or rough. 
Six times as fast as a 
scythe. 


WRITE FOR CATALOG 








[Buy Your LawnFence 
»—>“DIRECTFROMFACTORY <—« 
Genuine Interlocki co — 


Steel, heavily galvanized 


Fence for homes, gardens, com 

west Prices-Frei 
Paid. 25 attractive styles, with 
ornamental posts and gates 
match. Write for free catalog. 
INTERLOCKING FENCE CO., Box 481, Morton, Illinois 
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thru spring and summer and in no way 
be injured by snow during the winter. 


What is the most important rule in 
making foundation plantings? 


Do not overplant. Many- founda- 
tion plantings of excellent plants are 
ruined because a profusion of plants was 
used, allowing none of them to assume 
their natural characteristics and charm. 


Garden Maintenance 
and 


Should evergreens be pruned, 
if so, how? 


Evergreens fall into two groups: 

broadleaf evergreens, and evergreens 
which bear needles. Those with needles 
or needle-like leaves should be sheared. 
Do this with pruning shears, a sharp 
knife, or similar equipment. Cut back 
the branches so that the plant will grow 
thick and assume a definite shape. Avoid 
too close shearing which will produce a 
barbered appearance. 
broadleaf evergreens, such as rhodo- 
dendrons, laurel, etc., if they’re over- 
grown or unshapely, cut out some of the 
larger wood, encouraging new branches 
to grow. This will hold the plant down 
in size and give it a neat appearance. 


Prune yews as you would broadleaf 


evergreens unless you’re trying to pro- 
duce compact mass, in which case shear 
them to any desired shape. 


How would you feed shrubs in the 
spring? 


An application of a complete chemi- 

cal plant food (or old barnyard ma- 
nure if you can get it) spread over the 
ground around the plants and worked in 
lightly with a rake will give very satis- 
factory results. 


Is there any easy way to control 

weeds in the garden itself, that is, by 
means of paper, weed killers, or similar 
mechanical or chemical devices? 


No. The easiest method of control- 

ling weeds is still to keep them 
pulled out when they’re young and easi- 
ly handled, and not to allow them to get 
a large, vigorous root system, which is 
almost impossible to remove. This 
means frequent light weedings. 


Lica" 


Rock Garden 
Without Rocks 





A ROCK garden without rocks! 
Preposterous? Well, don’t say it 
can’t be done until you see next 
month’s Better Homes & Gardens. 


In the case of 
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THIS HOSE 
_ ISNT “SHOT’AT 
SUNSET 


@ If the garden hose you bought 
last season is “shot” this spring 
—it’s probably because that 
hose just couldn’t take summer's 
hot sun. 


Goodyear Hose is different. It 
has a tough cover of non-oxidiz- 
ing rubber specially com- 
pounded to withstand the “cook- 
ing” effect of hot sun—for many 
seasons—without cracking or 
splitting. 
And the carcass of every Good- 
year Hose you buy is built of 
| heavy braided cotton cords* 
that give stout resistance to the 
strains of kinking, dragging and 
yanking. 
| At any good hardware store, you 
| can get a Goodyear Hose—at the 
price you want to pay: Goodyear 
Emerald Cord —the finest hose 
made — Supertwist Cord, Path- 
finder, Wingfoot, Glide, and Oak. 

















*LOOK FOR THIS SEAL 


—it insures finest con- 
struction, longest wear. 
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From Insects and Disease 
TRI-OGEN is an amazing spray 
~~ that gives complete plant protec- 
- tion. Positively controls black- 
spot and mildew; kills insect pests 
; Stimulates luxuriant growth. For 
sale by first-class Seed Houses, De- 
partment Stores and Garden Supply Dealers 
If unable to obtain, write us. FREE bulletin. 


TRI-OGEN 


Rose Mfg. Co., Dept. B, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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(AND REMOVABLE BRIDGES) 


CLEANED > PURIFIED 
LIKE NEW WITH 


POLIDENT 


N Oo BRUSHING! 

No more dentures that are 
stained, old looking and unsani- 
tary. No more scrubbing and 
scouring that wears and scratches 
yet never completely cleans. Simply put your 
denture in water— add a little Polident — and 





actually watch deposits, tarnish and stains disap- 
pear! No acid or danger. Just rinse and use. 


PREVENTS “DENTURE BREATH” 
Most people who wear dentures suffer from a 
special kind of bad breath called “denture breath.” 
It comes from film that holds germs and decay 
bacteria which brushing seldom removes. 

But Polident does remove it and definitely 
prevents “denture breath.” Your whole mouth 
will feel better and cleaner and gums will look 
more natural. Recommended by thousands of 


dentists — only 30c a can at any 







drugstore. 
WERNET DENTAL MBG. CO. 
882 Third Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


JUST ASK 
YOUR DENTIST 


POLIDENT | 
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STEARNS 


Se 2, ae 
Lawn Mowers 


You Can’t 
Afford to 
Wait 

ONLY 


$7952 


18” cut 






Eight other models eg by 
of roll-drive type—up to 27 i 
cut. Prices $87.50 to $260. 00. 


THIS is an exceptional value, offered in a 
genuine Stearns Power Lawn Mower— 
with all the features that have made the 
name STEARNS famous. It is a machine 
that is as outstanding in its quality, per- 
formance and operating economy as in 
price. 

Simple and easy to start and to operate 
and free from all complicated mechanism. 
Has a grass cutting capacity far greater 
than its 18 inch cut would indicate. 
Equipped with Briggs & Stratton motor. 


Ask your dealer or write us 
for descriptive folder No. 3 


E. C. STEARNS & CO. 
Estab. SYRACUSE,N. Y. 1864 








Betrer Homes & Garpens, April, 1938 


Lupines Are Lovely 


Immediately after the bed freezes, cover 
it with evergreen branches or straw. Re- 
move this covering early and the plants 
will pop up out of the ground and grow 
vigorously. Seeds are rather large and 
easy to handle. The same treatment will 
pass for seeds of the perennial varieties. 

Annual kinds like full sunshine, but 
the perennials don’t mind a little shade. 
All are more at home in light, sandy soils 
than in heavy ones. It’s because of this 
love of sandy soils that the roots have 
learned to go deep. This explains the 
difficulty in transplanting all lupines. 
Transplanting should be done early 1 
the life of the plant, or the moving may 
be done any time if considerable soil is 
taken up with the root. 


| FOUND that growing handsome beds of 
perennial lupines is rather easy. The spot 
I chose for them gets sunlight until early 
afternoon, and then trees shut out the 
hot sun. The original soil was somewhat 
heavy. I dug deeply and added sand and 
considerable compost. 

In this spot the native lupine (Lupinus 
perennis) grows so much larger than under 
wild conditions, that you must look twice 
to make certain that it’s the same as the 
species that blooms in waste ground 
across the way. In this prepared bed, 
I sowed the seeds in June. However, it’s 
apparent that time of planting is not im- 
portant, except that seedling plants 
should have time to make some growth 
before winter. I’ve used peatmoss as a 
mulch for the past two summers. In the 
spring, I dig the ground rather deeply. 
The peatmoss has improved the texture 
of the soil. 

Lupines are suitable for the mixed 
border or may be grown in masses or long 
lines. I find it is easy enough to move the 
plants early in the spring, so the main 
bed is robbed as the plants are needed for 
permanent locations. 


PERENNIAL lupines grow about three 
feet high. A form a foot taller has been 
developed from the Tree Lupine (Z. 
arboreus). It makes a sort of shrub. In my 
garden this isn’t quite so hardy as her- 
baceous kinds but usually comes thru 
the winter safely. It is more difficult to 
start from seed, germination being slow 
and uncertain. The typical form has yel- 
low flowers, but recent hybrids are white 
and several shades of mauve and blue. 

The foliage of most lupines is more or 
less grayish, but that of the Tree Lupine 
is decidedly silver, resulting from the fine 
hairs which cover the leaves and stems. 
Lupines bloom in early summer and con- 
tinue into July. By planting the annual 
kinds, a full summer of bloom can be had 
because they bloom until frost. The 
perennial type, sown in the late fall, will 
come into flower the following September; 
thus it’s possible to have the perennials 
in bloom almost all season. 

No rock garden is complete without 
the Californian, Z. Lya/li, which makes a 
compact clump and bears handsome 
spikes of vivid purple flowers. It is a 
mountain plant and seems perfectly hardy 
for most northern gardens. The foliage is 
a striking shade of silver-gray and con- 
trasts perfectly with the four-inch spikes 
of purple bloom. 

Perennial lupines show up to best ad- 
vantage as cutflowers. The long spikes 


[ Begins on page 7o | 


of pea-shaped flowers contrast with many 
other kinds of flowers in arrangements. 
The glorious purples and the unique colors 
of Chocolate Soldier blend with pure 
white flowers. A bouquet of either with 
white Babysbreath will draw many ad 
miring glances. Lupine flowers are lasting 

if cut early in the morning. Choose stalks 

with half the blooms open. The remaining 
buds will come out day by day. 


THERE are few enemies to infest the 
plants. I have never seen insect damage 
except from plant lice, which are easily 
controlled. Sometimes a sort of wilt- 
disease will cause some damage during 
prolonged spells of wet weather. Plants 
should not stand too thickly; they need 
room. Grown in a mass or bed, the spikes 
of bloom literally cover the whole space. 

Gardens that cannot well be watered 
are particularly hospitable to lupines, not 
because they dislike water, but because 
they can get along without it. They like 
seashore sand and mountain slopes. 

One of my friends went up to his sum- 
mer home late in the fall and planted a 
lot of lupine seeds, both annual and 
perennial kinds. He was not certain how 
they would come thru the mountain 
winter, but was gratified the next spring 
to find that practically every seed had 
produced a plant. The snow covering was 
just what was needed. The next year, 
bloom started in July and continued until 
heavy frosts. The perennials came thru 
the following winter and started their 
riot of color in early June. 


AFTER five or six years of cultivation, 
I do not find that the perennial kinds in 
my garden have deteriorated. Perhaps 
this is because I add humus to the soil 
each year. Those who have failed to keep 
up the quality of their plants should try 
changing to a different location. Probably 
growing new plants from seed and dis- 
carding the old will have a tendency to 
keep them healthy. 


If you do not know the beauty of 


lupines in their new dress, may I recom- 
mend them. Your garden cannot be up to 
date without the richly colored novelties. 


QA 


The Winnah! 





In NEXT month’s Better Homes & 
Gardens will be announced the win- 
ning entries in the 1937 Better 
Homes Contest—interesting not on- 
ly to those who competed, but also 
to every family planning to build or 
remodel now or in the future (and 
that takes in practically all of us, 
doesn’t it?) pictures of the 
houses, the “low-down” on how 
they did it... . Don’t miss this fea- 
ture in next month’s issue. 
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GLADIOLUS 


gives much information about gladiolus 
and describes over 200 of the world’s 
finest varieties including PICARDY, 
the most popular variety in existence 
and all the other beautiful varieties of 
the FAMOUS PALMER STRAIN, of 
which I am the introducer, the finest 
strain in the world and noted for its 
beautiful colorings and its vigor. 
100 LARGE HEALTHY $3 
GLAD BULBS 
not labeled as to name. 45 different 
kinds in a wonderful range of color 
from white thru many shades of 
pink, yellow, orange, smoke, blue, 
red, etc. make this by far the finest 
collection sold by any grower at any- 
where near the price. Thousands of 
customers buy this collection every 
year. This year it is better than ever, 
containing many kinds formerly sold at 
high prices including the Palmer strain. 
With each collection I give free 2 
bulbs of Picardy and another bulb 
worth at least $1. 
50 for $1.75 with 2 PICARDY but 
without the $1 bulb. 
SPECIAL 100 MEDIUM $2 
SIZE BULBS 
FREE with extra FREE bulb worth at 
least 50¢ each. Collection same as 


CATALOG above except in size of bulbs. Will pro- 

duce gorgeous blooms through a long season. 
50 for $1.25 (not to include the 50¢ bulb) 
I believe my 72-page free illustrated catalog is the finest, 
most interesting and helpful glad catalog published. And 
my list of varieties is second to none. Your copy is waiting. 
CHAMPLAIN VIEW GARDENS 

Elmer E. Gove 5-22, Burlington, Vermont 





WATER LILIES 


Beautiful New Catalog now ready 


Profusely illustrated in natural colors. Helpful 
directions show how tosucceed with aquatic 
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jater Garden. Lowest Poy for 
quality plants. Write for FREE copy 
today! (Canada 15c.) 


W*" TRICKER 
Everything for the Water Garden 


8402 Brookside Ave. . 8417 Rainbow Terrace 
Saddle River, N. J. Independence, Ohio 


SHOULD MEN MARRY? 


DITORS are looking for new writers 
and new manuscripts on human interest 
subjects. If you want to write—let us 
show you how we have helped hundreds 
of people to make thousands of dollars. 


2,500 PUBLISHERS BUY MANUSCRIPTS 
REGULARLY FROM FREE LANCE WRITERS 


Send for FREE copy of Writer’s Digest Maga- 
zine . and FREE details of today’s fin- 
est, lowest priced training course for writers. 


WRITER’S DIGEST 


54 East 12th Street. Cincinnati, 0. 














Think of it! 10 healthy 4 year old 
Transplanted trees, 3 to 6 inches 
tall—only $1. Postpaid. Send to- 
ay. .. . Bargain No. 2—50 
Evergreens $3. postpaid. All 3 
and 4 year old transplanted trees, 
3 to 10” tall. Ten each White 
Spruce. Scotch Pine, Austrian 
Pine, Engleman Spruce, Douglas 
Fir, all 50 for $3.00. Free illus. 
rrice list. of small evergreen trees. 
ALL TREES GUARANTEED TO LIVE. 


WESTERN MAINE FOREST NURSERY 
Box B48, Fryeburg, Maine 


CONCENTRATED FOOD 


In Clean ts 
Fulton's PLANTABBS provide high analysis, quick dis- 
solving, complete FOOD in Convenient TABLETS. Makes 
house plants, all garden flowers stronger, more beautiful, 
gorgeous blooms. Once tried, you'll like this modern meth- 
od. At local dealers 10c, 25c, 50c, $1.00 boxes or postpaid from 
PLANTABBS CO., 40 Biddle St., BALTIMORE, MD. 


PLANIABBS 


LAWN FENCE ot oe roe's 


Protect and beautify your home at small cost. 
Attractive modern designs. Copper- 
bearing Steel wire, heavily gal- 
vanized. FACTORY TO YOU. 
We Pay Freight. Write for FREE 
Catalog, Lawn and Garden Fence. 
AN BROTHERS 
Dept. 98 Muncie, Indiana 
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| Can’t Resist 
a Vegetable Garden 


[| Begins on page 134] 


can afford to take out of the whole plot. 
Buy a dozen small tomato plants and set 
them out in late May when the danger 
of frost is over. For the first few weeks 
they'll look lonely and pathetic, but by 
August they'll have grown into a jungle 
of pungent vines. 


In APRIL and May I make plantings 
of vegetable seeds at least every two 
weeks. I sow a double row of peas (planted 
10 inches apart, because they grow to- 
gether and help support each other), a 
row of either beets or carrots, spinach, 
and iceberg and Boston lettuce. 

There’s no use in planting spinach or 
lettuce after mid-May because in hot 
weather they go to seed. I’ve had success 
with fall plantings put in during August, 
but they’re never quite as splendid as the 
June crop. 

Peas, on the other hand, are most satis- 
factory planted early. They look like 
something right from the start! When 
you show off your garden in early May, 
the pea vines at least will be rich and 
prosperous. I’ve tried planting peas as 
late as mid-May but near Danbury, Con- 
necticut, it isn’t worth while. The vines 
are splendid, but the pods are small. 
June peas are June peas and one more 
platitude turns out to be true. 

Radishes are overrated, but the first 
crisp ones pulled in April are always 
welcome. There’s a spending period on a 
garden when you put everything in with 
no return. The first edible yield, promise 
of rich August days when you can take 
and take without stopping, is exciting. 
The last few springs we’ve cooked our 
radishes and eaten them creamed. This 
gives us pleasure without indigestion! 

Spinach and lettuce are ready next. 
The lettuce is really something to write 
home about; it will make you quite dis- 
contented with store lettuce for the rest 
of your life. 

When Boston lettuce is 2 inches high 
you can transplant it successfully. If you 
put some in a sunny spot and some in the 
shade of near-by trees or beyond the corn, 
you'll stagger its growth so that you can 
have lettuce from late May thru July. 


Last year by planting one row of Simp- 
son lettuce, two of Boston, and one of 
endive, I had lettuce of one sort or another 
from early June until late August, when 
there were tomatoes for salad. Endive is 
tougher than the other types, but it’s 
delicious cooked and creamed like spin- 
ach. 

Spinach is the earliest substantial vege- 
table. It’s so young and tender that it 
goes like lightning, and I’ve never had 
enough of it. Next year, so help me, three 
20-cent packages are going into the ground 
on the second week-end in April! 

The first beets are a double satisfaction 
because the small ones are particularly 
sweet and the fresh tops are excellent 
by themselves. They usually ripen in 
late June and from then on the ground 
is like a snow ball rolling down hill. 

The garden falls in three definite stages 
in my mind: week-ends in April and May, 
when I spend about an hour every two 
weeks in planting; the work stage—June 


FAMOUS STAR... 
NOW IN THE COLUMBIA PICTURE 
“NO TIME TO MARRY” 








His smart wardrobe 
at Columbia Studios is 
Mothproofed with LARVEX 


OUR clothes are just as important to you. 
So, spray with Larvex as movie 
and forget your moth worries. 

Moths starve to death on Larvex-sprayed 
fabrics. That’s why a thorough spraying with 
Larvex is the safeguard advised by scientists 
and used in famous movie studios. 

Larvex is odorless, stainless and one spray- 
ing mothproofs for a whole year. The new 
Larvex continuous sprayer makes it easier to 
apply. An extra-easy way is to use your vacuum 
cleaner sprayer. 

Larvex is economical, too. One suit of clothes 
costs less than 17¢ to mothproof when 
Larvex is bought by the gallon. 


ook foe it secad 
IT APPEARS ON CLOTHES, 
|} BLANKETS, FURNITURE AND 
RUGS WHICH HAVE BEEN 
MOTHPROOFED WITH 


LA RVEX 


stars do 















f wMoOvh 
PROOFED 





L—J 
7 
ES 
_ 
wm 
a 
o 


© A G-E Cleaner 

© Power Spray 

© Attachments 

© Half Gallon of Larvex 


ALL FOR ONLY '36.95 
Call for Demonstration Today 


Prices Slightly Higher West of the Rockies 


GENERAL £8 ELECTRIC 


100 MASTODON AND 200 FAIRFAX 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS 
100 Dunlap and 100 Blakemore Strawberry Plants 
50 Asparagus, 12 Rhubarb, 6 Horseradish crowns 
2 Caco, 2 Niagara, 2 Moores, 6 Concord Grapes, 2 yr 
12 Everblmg 2 yr. field grown roses, Roberts, Hill, 
Teplitz, Radiance, Sensation, Hoover, W illowmere, 
Victoria, Autumn ,Sunburst, Talisman, R. Radiance 2.50 
5 Pink-cushion Mums or 6 Cherry Red Peonies 1.00 
12 Dahlias, ast. colors or 12 Cannas, red, yellow 1.00 
60 Gladiolus, large bulbs, 6 best colors 1.00 
2 Hardy White Clematis & 2 Bittersweet vines 50 
3 French Lilacs, 1 red, 1 white, 1 blue, 18 inch 1.00 
30 Iris, 6 best colors or 10 Hardy Phiox, ast. 1.00 
8 Chinese Elms, 5 ft. or 15 Lombard Poplar, 4 ft 1.00 
All Prepaid. Order from this ad. Checks accepted. Catalog 
Free. Welch Nursery, Shenandoah, towa. 


See.. afte .. Page 8 
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{ Save Vy toy 


Send Your 
O1p RuGs 


CARPETS, CLOTHING 
to the Olson Factory 


Mail Coupon or 1c Postal 
for big FREE BOOK of 
Rugsand Model Roomsin 
Colors. Shows how we merge, 
shred, sterilize and reclaim 
wool in all kinds of old rugs, 
clothing — bleach, respin, 
redye and weave luxurious, 


Seamless, Reversible 


OLSON RUGS 
—Any Size You Want 


CHOICE of 66 Early Amer- 
ican, Oriental and modern 
designs, solid colors, blends, 
ovals, Orders Filled in Week. 


PHONE your Freight or 
Railway Express man to call 
at your door for material, 
and ship it at our expense. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed. Our 
64th year. Factory-to-You! 
(Beware of agents.) 





| out like that, tho. Last year we put in a | 
10-cent package of okra for the first time, | 


OLSON RUG CO.: 


CHICAGO NEW YORK SAN FRANCISCO . 
Mail to 2800 N. Crawford Av. Chicago, Dept. F-65 | 


Yes, mail FREE, your 66 page, money-saving * 
Book in colors, Beautiful New Rugs from Old. + 


Town 





with Red Arrow Garden Spray—the 
only insecticide most home gardeners 
need. It kills certain varieties of both 


STRAWBERRIES 


Allen’s 1938 Berry-Book 
PAY Describes Best Methods. 
Plants. Varieties: Premier, 
Fairfax, Dorsett, Catskill, 


etc. Cony Free. Write soger. 
T W. F. ALLEN CO. 
305 Evergreen Ave., Salisbury, Md. 





Kill garden insectssafely and surely 





sucking and chewing insects with one 


spraying instead of two. Will notin- 
jure plants, not affect fertility of the 
soil. Protects roses dahlias, other 


flowers and shrubs. Also kills ants in 
lawns. Economical, too; 35¢ bottle 


makes several gallons of spray. Spray 
early and often with Red Arrow to kill 


insects before they multiply. Buy it 


where you buy your garden supplies. 


_——-=Mail Coupon Today For Sample-——— 


ee eae ae 


McCormick Sales Co., 
Dept. 104, Baltimore, Maryland. | 


I enclose 10c for sample of Red Arrow sufficient 
to make 1 gallon of spray. 


| 
Name | 
BEGINEDs cic ceeectccvitacccceeepessccscccdevevess : 
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| Can’t Resist 


'a Vegetable Garden 


and early July—when I’m sure the weeds 
will drive me to an early death; and the 


profit stage, during August and Septem- | 


her, when I can sit back and present my 
friends with luscious baskets of produce. 

On Memorial Day week-end I usually 
make my biggest planting of the season. 


Beans go in at this time, both bush and | 


limas, a semifinal row of carrots and 
beets, the first three rows of sweet corn, 
and 12 hills of okra. Also at this time I 
put in a small package of onion seed, 
sprouting broccoli, and a dozen tomatoes. 


Two years ago gourds were the ex- 
periment. We planted a few hills in the 


| waste part of the garden. We neither 


weeded nor watered, and in September 
picked two wheelbarrow loads of gourds— 
pale green ones, small egg-shaped striped 
ones, rough-coated orange ones, hooked 


neck and straight. All this was from 15 | 
| cents worth of seed. Over our wide mantel, 


we made a decorative pile which guests 
admired. The following spring, swollen 
with vanity, we planted 60 cents worth, 


thinking to give basketfuls of gourds to | 
friends. We got the basketfuls, but we | 


nearly lost our vegetable garden. The 
gourds spread with a tenacity that put 
even chickweed and purslane to shame. 


Our experiments don’t always turn 
and now okra 1s one of the staples of our 


garden. Sown when maple leaves are full 
(with us around June 1), it will begin to 


ripen in early August. Sow six seeds to a | 


hill. The hills can be easily three feet apart 
because plants need plenty of room. Okra 
is best picked when it’s small. 

if you’ve tried vegetable gardening and 


are committed for life, as I am, you'll do | 


well to buy a knapsack sprayer. They 
cost about $2.75, and work very well to 
dish out the Bordeaux mixture which your 
beans are almost sure to need before the 
summer is over. Don’t get too excited 
about spraying, tho, and put on Bordeaux, 
nicotine sulphate, or any other poison 
sprays after the beans have formed! 
My present garden is exactly 80 by 
80 feet with a 3-foot-wide path going 
down the center. I’m using all but one 
small, square corner of it and this gives 
me enough room for vegetables, gourds, 
flowers, and a garden compost heap. 


THE compost heap is one of many ideas 
I’ve stolen from neighbors. All you need 
is a space 12 by 12 feet which you can set 
off by a little wooden fence from the rest 
of the garden. Divide the plot in two and 
fill one section this summer with weeds, 


| stale vegetables, and uprooted vines. Aft- | 
| er putting on each layer of rubbish, water | 


it well and then sprinkle with a special 


chemical made for composting. Continue | 
| making the pile until the end of the sum- 


mer. By next summer this homemade 


| mold will be ready to use. 


Another flower-garden trick I’m proud 
to copy is the one of keeping your tallest 
plants to the rear of your garden. If you 


put in spinach, radishes, peas, beans, car- 


rots, bush beans, okra, sprouting broccoli, 
and then corn, the garden will not only 


| look better but de better because it gets 


sunshine. I’ve had my garden fenced with 














¥t 
* FREE! With each 
pruner we give yor 
this 40 page book telling 
you how, when, what to 
prune — For book only 
send 10c. 
Seymour Smith & Son, Inc. 
74 Main St., Oakville, Conn. 





\ SOIL TEST 
SS KIT ; Qe 


Completewith * 
instructions and data on plant needs 


Easy to use. Makes 20 individual tests for nitrogen, 
phosphorus, potash and acidity. Gives needed infor- 
mation for successful lawn or garden. At leading 
seed houses. If not available at your dealer's, send 
$2 direct to manufacturer. 


SUDBURY SOIL TESTING LABORATORY 


P. O. Box 602, South Sudbury, Mass. 


Amaping View \O-IN'l 


ses GARDEN TOOL 


MAKES GARDENING EASY ! 


ae 
WONDER Cultivator—10 labor-saving 
money-saving tools in one! Does work ot 
cultivator, spade, hoe, rake, drill,lawn edger, 
weed picker, plow, etc. Entirely new. Does 
ALLgardeningand cultivating work 
OLD WAY f easier, quicker, better. Banishes tir- 
ing drudgery —a woman or child can 
useit with ease. Self-sharpening. Made 
4 from tough, oil-tempered,special-anal- F 
ysis steel. Ideal for homes, gardens, 
nurseries, farms, parks, golf courses, 
cemeteries, etc. Guaranteed. SEND 
NO MONEY. OrderWONDERCULTIVATOR 
now. Pay only $2.50 on_delivery a few 
cents C. O. D. charges. Or send $2. 
with order and we ship — id. 
back if not delighted. Order 
Attractive Pro 
for Jobbers and Distributors 





Dept. 74 "Chicago, Minois 





30 Beekeepers 


tell about their successes 
with Bees in free booklet 
**Does Beekeeping Pay?’’ 
Write for 64-page catalog 
with helpful information 
and a sample copy of a 64- 
monthly bee magazine ‘‘Glean- 
ings in Bee Culture.’’ Tell us if 
you keep . Bees are kept 
+ No extra land need- 
ed. Easy to start with Root’s in- 
expensive beginner’s outfit. 
THE A. |. ROOT CO. 


Box K-16, Medina, O. 





Red Universal 


Ross all field and belt work. 

andles + Absolutely safe. 
Operates for aday. Hundreds 
in use, direct at low factory 
ice. ‘0 weeks’ trial-- 


‘action . Ww 
Sear UGE auustd cuales 
PIONEER MFG. CO. 
Dept. U-48, West Allis, Wis. 





8 Delphiniums Blackmore & Langdon Hybrids s 
8 Aquilegia (Columbine) Elliott's Long-spurred 


PLANT 8 Canterbury Bells, Cup and Saucer 
BARGAINS 8 Digitalis (Foxglove) Giant Shirley Hybrids 
8 Pink Cushion Mums. Finest hardy variety 
All will bloom this year. Any 3 collections $2.75; All five $4.50. W 
guarantee satisfaction. All prdere postreld. 
FREE 25th ANNIVERSARY LIST 
BREECE’S GARDENS, DELAWARE, OHIO 


1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
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the COLVIN 


Sub-surface Irrigator 


guarantees luxuriant growth / Fits any 
to trees, flowers, shrubs a 


Connects with garden hose 
and delivers water directly 
to roots in a few minutes. 
Used by thousands of 
enthusiastic gardeners 
in U. S., Canada and 
Mexico, and by Parks, 
Cemeteries, Golf 
Clubs, Estates, 
Race Tracks and 
Nurseries. 


pling. Stur- 
dily-built of 
best materials 
for long usage. 
Three Models 
Junior... .$2.50 
Standard. . .3.25 
Commercial. .4.25 
Sold through 
leading hardware, 
seed and Depart- 
ment stores. If your 
dealer does not have 
it in stock, send check 
or money order direct 
to us today, along with 
dealer’s name and we 
will promptly send you 
the Colvin Irrigator post- 
paid 


. THE COLVIN CO. 


28 East Jackson Bivd. 
Chicago, Hl. 








MFG. CO. 


Dunbar, W. Va. 












New — Electric 
HEDGE SHEAR 


|, CUTS HEDGES, SHRUBS, 
“4 TERRACE GRASS, BORDERS 


Ten times faster, easier. A 
* woman can use it. Electric 
Hedgshear saves hours of 
inher. Gives a neater job on any height hedge. 
Self sharpening. Works from any light / 
socket. Weighs only 5% lbs. Proved A 
everywhere in thousands of gardens. / 
Free Demonstration. No obligation. 
Write for complete details. 
Syracuse Toolectric Mfg. Corp. 
1731 N. Salina. St.. gta EE ae 


Garces =: ae pa ee = 


Instantly Relieved with 
Dr. Scholl's Zino-pads! 
These ae healing, 
cushioning pads stopthe 
cause—shoe friction and 
presence. Sizes THIN 
and THICK for all - 
gigas. Cost Ran a trifle. 
Sold everywhere. 


D® Scholls = pads 


Landscaping is Profitable 
FASCINATING CAREER FOR MEN AND WOMEN 


Send for free catalog giving details of Land- 
scape Gardening course. Many students of 
this home-study course earn while they 
learn. Field uncrowded. Some graduates 
soon get $100a week. Mailrequest today. 


AMERICAN LANDSCAPE SCHOOL 


348 Plymouth Bidg., Des Gisines, ta. la. 


vI KING - TWIN 
pr weer Tractor 


7 It PR. “——_ Senta, "Seaavenen, 
4 Mows, Does Belt Work, Pulls Loads,etc. 
i | Cylinder, 3% H.P. Models 

for Complete Cata! 
ALLieo MOTORS ci “CORP. 
Haeaeies. M Wax dicts 
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a neat white board fence. This extrava- 
gance will wipe out all of this summer’s 
vegetable profits, but what a pleasure! 

A less expensive beautifier is edging 
the path with some vegetable. Last year 
red cabbage made a very handsome 
border. This year I’m going to make a 
permanent border by planting small 
clumps of chives about 3 feet apart. Chives 
are good for soup and salad, and come up 
every year. They have pretty bluish 
flowers in June. 


Financ ALLY my garden venture has 
been a success. For four years I’ve kept 
elaborate books. Every time I pick a 


| bunch of carrots or beets I write it down. 


I weigh the beans. Then when I go to 


buy groceries I look at the prices of 


vegetables. Corn, 33 cents a dozen. Beans, 
15 cents-a pound. I’m careful to play fair 
in my bookkeeping. The price I credit is 
the lowest one I see in any of the stores. 

With all expenses—seed, tools, a work- 
man one day to spade the ground, plant 
food, and spray—my garden pays me 
about $40 a year. And this is only a 
beginning of the profit. There’s also the 
quiet but steady exercise which hardens 
the body and irons out the nerves. There 
are the good hours after rain, when the 
sun is warm at my shoulders and the 
wet ground springy underfoot. There is 
the simple but supreme satisfaction of ac- 
complishing things with my own hands. 





A GARDEN is good work to do alone 
and it’s better with company. Gossip, 
books, or theories of education can be dis- 
cussed better during a joint weeding than 
any time I know. But as I’ve said before, 
vegetables are fun—and exciting! 





We Grow Iris 


From Seed 


[ Begins on page 58 | 








slugs by cover- 


Protect seedlings from 
ing pots with wire cylinder (upper left) 
or boxes with screened frame (upper right). 
Bottom: Pot (center) is ready for plant- 
ing. Use sharp sand (left) for covering seed 


dependent largely upon the number of 
seeds. Late-spring sowings, or those in 
Southern gardens, can be made in an open 
seed bed. For small packets holding a few 
seeds, a 6-inch bulb pot seems just right. 
We rather prefer pots because the plants 
may be left undisturbed in them until 
fully grown. Some people claim they 
shouldn’t be transplanted until they’ve 
bloomed. Ours remain in the pots until 
they’re ready for the garden. 

Most authorities advise fall sowing, but 
I make most of mine from January to 
April. Personally, I don’t believe in freez- 
ing iris seeds. [ Turn to next page 

















"SERGEANT, 
MY LITTLE 
BROTHER DIED 
OF WORMS 


WHAT A SHAME! 

MY PUPPY 
CAPSULES MIGHT 
HAVE SAVED HIS LIFE 


HAVE YOU WORMED YOUR PUPPY? 


“Sergeant” was a real dog. His 
master made medicines for him. 
His Puppy Capsules are especially 
prepared for Roundworms and 
Hookworms in dogs and pups 
weighing 10 pounds or less. Safe for 
pups. Large dogs need Sure-Shot 
Capsules for worms. Easy to give. 
There are 23 tried and tested Sergeant's 
Dog Medicines. Trusted by dog lovers 
since 1879. Constantly improved. Made 
of the finest drugs. Sold under a money- 
back guarantee by drug and pet shops. 


Ask them for a free copy of Sergeant's 
Dog Book, or write: 


POLK MILLER PRODUCTS CORP. 
204 W. Broad Street + Richmond, Va. 
Copr. 1938, Polk Miller Products Corp. 





Sergeants 
DOG MEDICINES 








hs Give Your Garden 


AE, revitalizing 


SPRING TONIC 


ERE’S just the thing to get 

your garden and lawn off 
to a good start this spring. Top 
dress them both with Manured 
Peat Moss. This inexpensive by- 
product combines high-nitrogen poultry manure 
with moisture-retaining peat moss. It is nature’s 
own prescription for restoring soil fertility. 

As a service to gardeners, the Peat Institute of 
America has registered poultrymen in nearly every 
community who are ready to supply this inexpen- 
sive by-product. Mail the coupon for Free inform- 
ative folder and nearest source of supply. 


PEAT INSTITUTE of AMERICA 
Div. Peat Import Corporation 

155 John Street, New York, N. Y. 
Please send your folder and tell me 
where I can secure Manured Peat 
Moss. BHG-4 








150 









FREE LITERATURE 


WP Colorful Pella Blinds 























ma f . 
BS 74 Al modernize any room. 
Blinds, tapes and cords 
—s come in 34 lovely col- 
a ors to match or contrast 


‘] with carpets, draperies 
“Y and walls. Authentic de- 
signs! Pella Blinds close perfectly. Tilt 
easily. Lock without tying. Compact, 
enclosed mechanism eliminates un- 
sightly brackets and cornices. Mail cou- 
pon today for FREE Literature. 


OTHER PELLA PRODUCTS 
PELLA ROLSCREENS ——>- 


Window screens that roll up 
and down like window shades. 
For all windows. 10 YEAR 
GUARANTEE. 


<—PELLA UNIT CASEMENTS fornew 
homes. Double-glazing keeps out 
winter cold and summer heat. 
W eather-stripped. Rolscreened. Fit 
all walls. Investigate before building! 


7200a\ENETAN BLINDS 


ROLSCREENS + PELLA CASEMENTS 
Rolscreen Co., Dept. 548, Pella, lowa 
Without obligation, send me FREE Literature on 
Pella Venetian Blinds. Also send Literature on 
Pella_Rolscreens [)}, Pella Unit Casements [), 

















New Home (|, Remodeling (). 
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SEWAGE 


DISPOSAL 


for your 
HOME or CAMP 


Now, before you 
build or install new 
plumbing learn all 
about the safe dis- 
— posal of sewage. A 
septic tank which is not dependable may be 
dangerous, costly, embarrassing. Don’t risk 
dug-up lawns, or walls, furnishings and floors 
damaged by clogged drains. The San-Equip 
Master tank has exclusive features insuring 
safer and easier disposal. Lower installation 
cost. Write today for complete information. 


SAN-EQUIP INC. 
524 E. Brighton Ave. 
Syracuse, N. Y. 




































A Positive Guarantee 


Try Truehedge Columberry. If you 
gare not pleased, we give you a new 
hedge (your choice of many varieties) 
iw free. 

Truehedge Columberry 
(Plant Patent No. 110) 
Sensational new upright dense grow- 
ing shrub and hedge plant—glossy 
deep green color-tested hardiness at 
. ‘ _—30° below zero—marvelous fall foliage 

_ =—““and fruit effects. 

FREE— Cole’s Color Catalog 
describing one of America’s finest collections Roses, 
Shrubs, Trees, Evergreens, Perennials, Fruits. Orig- 
inating a novel entrancing vogue in gardening—how 
to create totem poles, topiary designs and espaliers 
by your own handiwork. Write today. 


COLE’S NURSERY, Box 1043, PAINESVILLE, 0. 
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We Grow Iris 


From Seed 


Soil: For germination, seeds need a finely 


sifted, crumbly loam with at least one- 
third garden sand added. I often use al- 
most straight sand. If you’re certain 
you’re using woodsy types or acid lovers, 
better also add one-third leafsoil or peat. 

As usual the bottom layer in pots or 
boxes is broken crocks, bricks, or gravel 
for drainage. Boxes, then, are filled with 
the sowing mixture; but in a pot you can 
put several bottom inches of richer garden 
loam without sand. The seeds are large 
enough to set singly. Space them well 
apart. Cover with about 4 inch of finely 


sifted soil, or a little less if they can be sur- 


faced with sharp sand. 

It’s better, as with all seedlings, to let 
them draw the water up thru the bottom 
of the pot or flat from a pan than to water 
overhead. 

Like any plant, seedlings are more 
weather-tender than mature ones. Any 
iris on the borderline of hardihood for your 
region should be well protected for the 
first winter. 


Choose Species Hardy in Your Region: The 
Roof Iris (Jris tectorum) isn’t listed as 
hardy, but in my garden it has endured 
zero temperatures and icy north winds for 
five years. The eastern American lilac- 
blue Crested Iris (/ris cristata) is thoroly 
hardy and even more beautiful, blooming 
in early spring. So, too, is the gold-crested 
mauve to blue Slender Iris (/ris gracilipes) 
from Japan, a seeker of half shade. 

Earliest of all is fragrant, velvety pur- 
ple Netted Iris (/ris reticulata), a low- 
growing bulbous species with flowers that 
completely dwarf the leaves. /ris ruthenica 
comes from Hungary, bearing the fra- 
grance of violets to match its color. Give 
it half shade. Then there’s Jris pumila, a 
miniature German iris, in a number of 
colors and varieties. 












Our own Western and Southern species | 


have caused most garden grief. They’ve 


an airy daintiness and beauty that’s far | 


removed from the stiffer forms. Much of 
the trouble with our native species is that 
most of them demand an acid soil, or con- 


siderable shade; many more from Califor- | 


nia are tender. 


For Warmer Climates: In gardens from Phil- 
adelphia or Washington, D. C., to the 
south, the Douglas Iris is the most showy 
we have in both size and color. The colors 
are blue, violet, mauve to almost pink, 
white, veined with purple and splotched 
with yellow. This one likes sun, but ab- 
hors lime. Mourning Iris (/ris susiana), 
which is heavily veined, is hardy south of 
Philadelphia. Some of the Louisiana iris 
are well worth attention. 


There are many others of decided 


beauty that you’ll find in seedsmen’s cata- | 


logs. Always learn first whether they’re 
moist shade lovers from the forested west- 
ward slopes, or dwellers on the sunny arid 
eastern side of our Pacific states. Unless 
otherwise stated, those mentioned here 
are sun-lovers. 

Dwarf iris are valuable in the main gar- 
den for the colorful bloom that may be 
had from extremely early varieties. 
They’re lovely at all times in the rock gar- 
den or mirrored in a pool. 

Learn to know these dwarf treasures. 
Try your luck with them from seed. 





MOTO-MOWER 


Moto-Boy 


Sturdy, dependable but inex- 
pensive. Construction through- 
out in strict accord with Moto- 
Mower's high standards. A 
quality Moto-Mower you will 
be proud to own, 
















THE MOTO-MOWER CO. 
4601 WOODWARD AVE., DETROIT, MICH. 














Combination lawn and garden weeder, cultivator, 
edger, trimmer, planter, shrubbery rake and prun- 
er—all in one. Use it in thiekly planied beds— 
under shrubs—any where. The blade gets the weeds 
—the rake pulls them out. No stooping. Fun 
to use. Sharp tool-steel blade, adjust- 
able to 5 positions; 3-tooth rake; 
5-ft. maple handle. Sent post paid 
for $1.50, Money-back guarantee. 

GREEN-KEY CO., 2610 








NEW 92 PAGE 


PICTURE 
BOOK 


A COMPLETE 
GUIDE IN HOW 
TO PLANT YOUR 
HOME GROUNDS 


; GET THIS NEW 
BOOK BEFORE YOU LANDSCAPE 





Tre wrong shrubbery on your lawn, the 
wrong fence around your garden cost just as 
much as the right ones. Even more, when 
you consider what such mistakes can cost in 
damage to your good taste, your reputation 
for knowing what is what. Why take any 
chances? Better Homes & Gardens’ new book, 
“See How to Plant Your Home Grounds” 
solves all your landscaping problems, elimi- 
nates all uncertainties. Fifty-two pages of 
garden charm and beauty. Three hundred 
illustrations and diagrams of home grounds 
that have done themselves proud, yours to 
look at and learn! Price, only 25c. Order your 
copy today! When writing, address 5604 
Meredith Building, Des Moines, Iowa. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 

















WORMS 


OFTEN FATAL TO DOGS 


Guard the health of your puppy or dog 
with Glover’s Worm Medicine. Worms 
undermine the health, often cause fits and 
convulsions, followed by fatal results; 
Glover's Worm, Medicines are put up in capsule 
form for removing Round Worms, Hook Worms, 
TapeWorms. Round Worm Vermifuge(liquid). 
GLOVE R’S Double Action CAPSULES 
A new addition to our line of Worm Medicines. An 
effective combination of medicines to 

expel Round Worms (Ascarids) and 
Hook Wormsin puppies and dogs. 
New DOG BOOK Free—write 
GLOVER’S, Dept.£, 462 FourthAve., ~ 
New York City. 














SUPERIOR Heat Circulator 


A Furnace in your Fireplace 


Circulates warm 
air to all corners 
and into adjoin- 
ing rooms. 
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A PROVEN PRODUCT 

Burns wood, coal or gas. 

Write for full information 
SUPERIOR FIREPLACE CO. | 
1046 S. Olive St., Los Angeles | 











BE SURE THE SPRINKLER 
YOU BUY IS A LONG-LIFE 


GexwneRQin King © 


Get theutmost inefficiency 

and long, trouble-free service. A 
type for every lawn or garden— 
and for every pocket-book. Each 
designed to throw more water— 
throwit farther—spread it evener. 
Rain Kings doa better joband 
last longer. ASK YOUR 
DEALER FOR THEM 
BY NAME. Rain King 
sprinklers are made 















and guaranteed by Chicago Preferred 
Flexible Shaft Company, ny heme 
5602 Roosevelt Road, from coast 


to coast 


Chicago, Illinois. 
48 Years Making Quality 
Products. 




















Immense, fragrant, white blooms, easy t 
grow. Guaranteed-to-bloom Bulbs from 
Burpee’s Fordhook Farms. Postpaid: 
3 for 25c; 7 for SOc; 15 for $1. 
Bur pee’s Seed Catalog free. Low Prices. 
W. ATLEE BURPEE Co. 
293 Burpee Building, Philadelphia 


Oo 





FLAME GUN Destroys Weeds 
Does Work of 4 Men 


Hauck Kerosene Flame Gun—2000'F controlled heat - destroys weeds 
(seeds and all), brush, etc. Keeps roadways, fences, irrigation ditches 
free from undesirable growth. Positive disinfection for poultry houses, 
pens, kennels. Kills Coccidiosis germs. Inexpensive, safe, easy to op- 
erate. Free booklet. Deliveries from Brooklyn, Chicago, San Francisco 


Hauck Mfg.Co. 122 Tenth St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 











WRITE FOR FREE soox.et “Saeed 


MOLOGEN 








KILLS MOLES 


Safe—Effective 
Large Package only 50c at dealers or write: 
ROSE MFG, CO., Box B, Phila., Pa. 








Gloxinia 


Stages a Comeback 


[ Begins on page 74 | 


flats using equal parts of peat, leafsoil, 
and sand. The flats themselves must be 
shallow. Give tubers plenty of space to 
develop healthy root growth. If you buy 
only a few, put them singly in 4- or 5-inch 
pots. The top of the tuber should be level 
with the surface of the soil, and the soil 
shouldn’t be firmed too hard. 


Just enough water to keep the soil con- 
tinuously moist is needed in this early 
stage. At no time let the tubers get dry. 
Don’t let them get too cool at night for the 
first few weeks. Keep them, then, at 60 
degrees. Often we guard our potted plants 
during the day, but don’t arrange for 
their comfort at night. 

The cue for transplanting depends on 
the leaves. When there are 2 to 4 inches of 
top growth, this means that below there’s 
a fine root system. So have prepared a 
6- to 8-inch “‘pan.” A pan is a pot which 
has only three-quarters the height of the 
ordinary pot. A pan is recommended for 
gloxinias because they’re shallow-rooted. 

First insure good drainage in the pan by 
placing pieces of broken pots in the bot- 
tom. Then fill in with soil prepared by the 
following recipe: mix 2 parts leafsoil, 2 
parts decomposed manure soil, 1 of peat 
and 1 of sand. It’s understood that the 
peat has already been thoroly moistened. 
In addition, some people add one-fortieth 
part of bonemeal. It may prove to be no 
more than a pinch. At this planting, also, 
the mixture should be coarse and loose. 
So use a coarse screen when sifting. 


WaueEN the bulbs have started, you can 
let them get cooler at night, and increase 
the water. On dark, cloudy days guard 
against overwatering. Take special care 
always not to dampen the foliage, for wa- 
ter spots the leaves. Never let a drop 
reach the crown. Rather, approach the 
plant from the side when watering. 

If carefully grown, gloxinias are par- 
ticularly free from insects and diseases. 
Should their enemy, the thrip, announce 
himself by producing rusty streaks on the 
foliage, spray with nicotine compounds in 
the morning. This gives the foliage a 
chance to dry by night, which is very nec- 
essary. Handle the foliage carefully so the 
plants aren’t bruised. In this way you can 
avoid a battle against fungus. 

When the plants are thriving and break- 
ing into color, if the surrounding atmos- 
phere is cool, amply ventilated, and 
shaded from direct sunlight, you can ex- 
pect to keep them in their prime for five 
weeks and longer. Pick off the faded 
blossoms. 


Wauen your gloxinias finally cease 
flowering—and they’re valuable to the 
last blossom—then make the tuber rest. 
Withhold water gradually so the plants 
will ripen off and their cycle will be com- 
pleted. Store them away in a cool, frost- 
free, dry place. During this time leave 
them in the soil and pot they grew in. 

After their dormancy, get the tubers 
and clean off old roots and dirt so they 
may start a new life. Begin from the be- 
ginning and look forward to more bloom. 
It’s difficult to be patient when waiting 
for the gloxinia to stage a revue. 





RADIANCE ROSE 
FFER NO. 1 
12 2-year old Field- 
own TRIPLE 
Gu ARANTEED 
Radiance Roses--~ 
6 red, 3 pink, 2 
shell, and 1 rare 
Texas white. Fin- 
est bloomers. Lus- 
cious, Ay 1. n . 
buds. 2 Rose 
or ONLY $2.48 
. POSTPAID. 





ZYEAR OLD FIELD GROWN 


GUARANTEED TO 
LIVE AND BLOOM 
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Big2-yearold ever-blooming roses with 
strong, sturdy root systems and well- 
balanced tops—the kind that usually 
sell at prices of 50¢ or more—guaran- 
teed to live and bloom for you this 
year! We will replace absolutely free 
of charge any bush that does not live 
and bloom, if you notify us by July Ist, 
1938. Guarantee applies to all bushes 
ordered for delivery by April 15th. 
Think of it! Strong 2-year old field- 
grown Dept. of Agriculture inspected 
rose bushes—GUARANTEED TOLIVE 
AND BLOOM — for only 25c each post- 
paid. Order now—enjoy yourown rose 
garden this year! 


32 VARIETIES! ALL COLORS! 
(5c each postpaid— order as few or as many 
as you desire direct from this list while stock 
is still complete. Specify shipping date.) 
American Beauty, Caledonia, white 

d K.A. Victoria, white 
Dame Edith Helen, 


pink 
Lady Hillingdon, 


r 
Briar cliff, rose pink 
Etoile de Hollande, 





























4 
3 BARGAINS! 
SO strong, l-year 
Evergreens, Flow- 
ering Shrubs, and 
Bulbs. y 
$1.00 Postpaid! 
SO Gladioli. In 
opular varieties 
in assorted colors. 
ONLY $35 
POSTPAID! 
ATISFACTION 
SUARANTEED! 














r eep red 
RAINBOW, ROSE Ami duinard, Black - apricot 
a f ear old ish red ; Margaret Mc- 
RIPLE GUAR . G. Hill, bright red Gredy, orange 
TREED Roses— Sunburst, deep yel- vermillion 
2 d,2pink,1 shell low ostyn, deep yellow 
gred.2pink.) shel | Radiance Pink Killarney White 
ere, de, Radiance Red Killarney Pink 
Brcechkie 3 Lax-| Mrs. Chas. Bell, Columbia, pink 
pours 2 Talis. pink and salmon Luxembourg, yel- 
Cn 1 Hoover, 1 es. erbert low, pink, red 
Hollande, | 1 weaver orange, mas. Be bougias, 
: u red, go’ scarlet 
i vinard, 85 Talisman, red and Francis Scott Key, 
or STPAID! yellow crimson orange 
Edith Nellie Per- Betty Uprichard, 
= kins, copper sal- copper and orange 
carmipe 


mon 
Mme. Butterfly, Paul Neyron, scarlet 
pink and gold LosAngeles, simon 
Hollywood, deep pink and yellow 
pink Etoile de France, 
J.J. L. Mock, crim- crimson 
gon Hadley, crimson 


PLANTING GUIDE FREE WITH EVERY ORDER 


TRIPLE GUARANTEED! 


Every Naughton rose bush is TRIPLE 
GUARANTEED .--it is guaranteed true to 
variety, to be high grade stock, and to live 
and bloom! If you are not entirely gatisfied 
with your roses, notify us within 5 days an 
we will send you other satisfactory stock 
or will refund your money in full, If any 
roses faii to live, notify us by July Ist, 
1938, and we will replace them. Make sure 
of the success of your rose garden---plant 
only strong, sturdy stock protected by this 
ironclad TRIPLE GUARANTEE! 


We Pay All Postage! 
Orders shipped C. O. D. if desired! 
Write for FREE Catalog! 


NAUGHTON FARMS 


WAXAHACHIE, TEXAS 














Grow More 
Beautiful Flowers 


Successful home gardenin 
takes more than good seed, 
soil and cultivation. Insects 
can quickly ruin the finest 
plants. So play safe. Kill 
most of the common types 
of sucking and chewing in- 
sects with Ever Green Garden 
Spray. Easy to use. Non- 
poisonous — it is harmless to 
plants, pets or people when 
sprayed. Yet its killing 
power is so high it carries a 
“‘Double- Y our-Money-Back” 
uarantee of satisfaction.— 
cLaughlin Gormley King 
Co., Minneapolis, Minnesota 





ITS FUN TO CUT HEDGES ; 


THIS EASY ELECTRIC WAY ! 


ve., Chicago. » Inc., 


lectrimmer 
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PEAT MOSS... 
the Garden Magician [ 


Like the touch of a master magician, 
Emblem-Protected Peat Moss works miracles in | 
any garden. Soil that is clay-hard quickly becomes 
porous and well-aerated . .. soil that is sandy and 
loose is readily transformed into a rich-bodied soil 
...roots that are forever thirsty soon find a reservoir 
of moisture—when well-moistened Emblem- 





Protected Peat Moss is mixed with the soil. 


Emblem-Protected Peat Moss actually brings about 
faster germination of seeds, promotes vigorous root 
development, and stimulates the healthy growth of 
plants, shrubs and trees. As a mulch, it also works 
wonders in protecting plants from wintry blasts or 
summer’s heat. 

We have several interesting bulletins covering the 
many year-round uses of Peat Moss: 


‘Growing Plantlets From Seed”’ 
“Soil Preparation’’ 
**Building Fine Lawns”’ 
**Succesaful Transplanting’’ 


These bulletins are Free for the asking. Write for 
the bulletins that interest you. Address Dept. BHG-4. 
Peat Institute of America, Div. Peat Import 
Corporation, 155 John Street, New York, N.Y. 


Pear 


mosS 





The PROGRESS. -S Rooms €1.988 


Buy Direct from Mill and Save— 
You buy from our 5 great mills at lowest 
wholesale prices. One order buys your 
home complete. No eztras! Over 270,000 people live 
in Gordon-Van Tine Homes. Many save $300 and up! 

Famous Ready-Cut System—Saves you 30% in 
labor, 18% in lumber waste and gives you stronger, 
better built home. Brings the savings of modern pro- 
duction methods to home building. 

Finest Guaranteed Materials—Complete iron- 
clad specifications assure you of guaranteed lumber, mill- 
work, hardware, paint, and tinwork. Best materials and 
strongest construction save repair costs year after year. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Back. 

Attractive Modern Features—Skillfully arranged 
floor plans, sunlight kitchens planned to save time and 
steps, cheerful dinettes, modern bathrooms and many 
other features mean more comfort and less work for 
the housewife. 

Building Material Catalog—Get free book of 5,000 
Building Material bargains. Doors, windows, paint, 
hardware, built-in fixtures, lumber—everything 
for fix-up work—at amazing money- 


saving prices. ME PLAN 





mod 
Contains tions, tion. 
4fiea orms' 
SP uilding er «toda! : 





World’s Largest Specialists in Home Building Since 1865 
1807 Case Street, Davenport, Iowa. 
Check free books wanted: () Homes, [) Farm Build- 
ings, () Building Material Catalog. 





Address 
Betrer Homes & Garpens, April, 1938 


Among Ourselves 


[ Begins on page 106 | 


give necessary, reachable shelfroom 
many of the doors are only 14 or 15 
inches above “‘counter” level. ““We 
must either work with them open, 
which is a nuisance, or continually 
open and push them while at work. 
Therefore, on the principle of the Vene- 
tian blind, I would face my cupboards 
with thin, wide-lathed blinds that 
could slide up while I’m at work and 
slide down into place when the kitchen 
is in order. I would carry out my color 
scheme of light buff and yellow by hav- 
ing laths buff, lower edges rimmed in 
yellow. Here’s hoping someone may 
enjoy using my idea even tho I must 
wait awhile before using it myself!” 


+ + + 


Mrs. Harold A. Hughes of Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, writes that the prize 
for the best brickbat letter “helped to 
serve a very large buffet supper the day 
after Christmas for a wide circle of 
relatives and friends.” 


+ + + 
He Chose a Garden 


He chose a peaceful garden 
When he longed to pray, 
Upon the lonely eve 

Of crucifixion day. 


He knew the quiet healing 
That growing things impart, 
The balm a garden offers 

To soothe a troubled heart. 


—Kathrya Kendall 


+ + + 


Marcella T., Better Homes & Gardens 
reader, Orange, New Jersey, takes pen 
in hand to whisper that she feels the 
Plain Dirt Gardener’s articles are so 
human—that he’s like a_ personal 
friend. ‘““My garden, rather large, is 
my playground—it’s my only recrea- 
tion,” she says. “My mother is 91 
years old and has had to be waited 
upon, hand and foot, for the past six 
years. My sister, who was a teacher, 
retired three years ago. I am still 
teaching. So you see why my garden is 
a real necessity. It is here I rest my 
nerves; work out my more serious 
problems. The while I am sorting and 
pulling out and casting away the weeds 
that choke my flowers, I find it so easy 
to sort out and cast away mental weeds 
that clutter up the mind and stunt the 
growth of clear, progressive thinking.” 


+ + + 


For an interesting letter go Christine 
Holbrook’s thanks to Mrs. L. S. Beil of 
Pasadena, these excerpts from which 
we think you, too, will like: “I used to 
be a subscriber; then old man de- 
pressior. hit us. ... Three years have 
gone past and we are getting ahead 
again—bought a lovely home in a love- 
ly setting and am dashing hither and 
yon, buying paint and paper, varnish 
and curtain material. ... I do every- 
thing myself (I used to be a commercial 
artist and dress designer). I paint, pa- 





A symposium of 
loveliness! 


Shakespeare’s 


PANSIES 


Simple, quaint and colorful — 

this lovely rediscovered strain 
of Pansies is practically identical with 
that grown in Shakespeare’s time. Easily 
grown, profuse and long-blooming; 
suitable for any location in garde. 
Pkt. 50c; spec. pkt. $1.25. Order now, 


DREER’S Ukviversa 


Anniversary”’ 


GARDEN BOOK 


FREE—The most interesting catalog of 
quality Seeds, Plants, Bulbs and Gardening 
Helps in Dreer history! Many new flowers 
and “‘Anniversary Special’’ values. 


HENRY A. DREER 


{21 Dreer Building Philadelphia, Pa. 





Better Homes & Gardens 
HOLIDAY MENU WINNERS 


First Prize, $50, Mrs. John R. Wilkes, Lewisburg, 
Tenn.; Second Prize, $25, Mrs. Louise Dav':, Stigler, 
Okla.; Third Prize, $15, Norma Hardwick, Rochester, 
N. Y.; Fourth Prize, $10, Aquina G. Shea, Glyndon. 
Minn.; Fifth Prize, $5, Mrs. George Mecham 
Omaha, Nebr. And 20 Prizes of $1 each to: Mrs. 
Robert Ritz, Valparaiso, Ind.; Mrs. James M. 
Schroder, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Mrs. Ralph Milne, 
Chiloquin, Ore.; Mrs. H. Randolph Jackson, 
Winona, Minn.; Mrs. Scott Cliff, Nampa, idaho; 
Mrs. Herman Schmidt, Portsmouth, Ohio; Mrs. 
John L. Davis, Lynchburg, Va.; Miss Jessie Ruther- 
ford, Knoxville, Tenn.; Mrs. Marshall J. Smith, 
Memphis, Tenn.; Mrs. Faances Parrot, Newton 
Center, Mass.; Mrs. H. L. Vernon, Peoria, Ill.; Mrs. 
A. W. Maydwell, Eminence, Ky.; Mrs. J. M. Brown, 
Coral Gables, Fla.; Mrs. J. F. Steinmiller, Toledo, 
Ohio; Mrs. Floyd Berry, Pittsburg, Texas; Mrs. W. 
H. Nicks, Riverton, Wyo.; Mrs. Helen M. Kent, 
Kansas City, Kans.; Althea Marshall, Shreveport, 
La.; Mrs. Emma Maxwell, Zanesville, Ohio; Mrs. 
J. E. Tucker, Los Angeles, Calif. 








HOW TO PAINT 


FREE—1938 edition of “How to Paint.” Every 
paint question answered. Used in hundreds of 
manual training schools and colleges. Drop us 
a card today asking for booklet 61 B 686. 


Sears, Roebuck and Co.—Chicago 


KINKADE GARDEN TRACTOR 


and Power Lawnmower 
A Practical, Power Plow and Cultivator for 
Florists, Nurserymen, Suburbamites,’ te @1Z 
Country Estates ond Poaceae £ ENT, a“ 
Low Prices—Easy Terms . Mate 
AMERICAN FARM MACHINE CO. Wed 
1035 33rd Ave. $. E. Minneapolis, Mina. = 


ExHiBITION DAHLIAS 12 FOR $2.95 


urea Masterpiece— Red Honor 
*s V. Wonder— Purple 
rd of Autumn— Yellow 
Sunset—Red & Yellow c 
And four other beauties worth $10.00. Labeled and postpaid. 


H. ADRIAN SMITH, 1504 Howard Ave., UTICA, N. Y. 




















BLUE SPRUCE 5 
Seven-year old genuine Colorado Blue Spruce. Bushy 
trees, twice transplanted. Average height 1 ft. 

3 for only $1.00 Postpaid 
Evergreen Com 


Villa Park pany 
520 So. Princeton Ave., Villa Park, Minois 





NOW—A GREEN ROSE! 


Dark a-green color same as foliage. Bush 
type. Perfect buds. Always in bloom. Strong 
lants 25c each. Ask for FREE colorfully 
lustrated book ‘‘Roses of Newcastle."’ 

Heller Brothers Co., Box 464, Newcastie,ind. 


PANSY PLANTS $ 


Superb blooms 3 to 4 inches across. 

Wonderful colors. Strong plants, heavily 

rooted. All will bloom soon. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. FREE 25th ANNIVERSARY LIST. PREPAID 
BREECE’S GARDENS, DELAWARE, OHIO 








Dahlia-F lowered, 4 colors, 
Scarlet, Yellow, Lavender, Rose, 
15c-Pkt. of each, all 4 postpaid 
‘or 10c! Burpee’s Seed Catalog free. 
tlee Burpee Co., 294 Burpee Bidg., Philadelphia 











Real Barehand 


Freedom 


. « with Complete 
Protection, in These 


SOFT-LEATHER 
GARDEN and UTILITY GLOVES 


@ Their specially processed lambskin is so amaz- 
ingly SOFT and PLIABLE you'll scarcely know 
you have them on. You can dig in the garden, 
clean house, paint or tend the car or furnace with 
perfect ease and absolutely safe from dirt, 
scratches and discomfort. Save money, too—out- 
wear 6 pairs of fabric gloves and can be washed. 
SIZES FOR MEN AND WOMEN — Ask for 
Eezy-Wear at your department store (housewares 
or notions), seed or hardware store— or send 

NATIONAL 75c and glove size to 
Ee€Z ZU WeEal national cLoveco., 


wR ~ GLOVES Dept. B4, Columbus, Ohio. 











TESTED 1 
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e, Map on back of package tells exactly when to plant 

2 in your locality (a copyrighted feature). Visit your 
, local stores where you will see 142 varieties of 

Ds Mandeville Triple-Tested Flower Seeds on display. 

8. Priced 5c, 10¢ and up. Our folder, ‘‘Plant Mandeville 
r- Seeds and Jump Aside,’’ contains valuable infor- 

" mation regarding the planning and planting of a 

a flower garden. A letter or postcard will bring you 

: a free copy together with details regarding our 
s. special free offer. MANDEVILLE & KING CO., 

a, 1033 UNIVERSITY AVE., ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

“4 Flower Seed Specialists for 62 Years 

t, 

t, 

Ss. 


Petple-Tested 
FLOWER SEEDS 


AT YOUR LOCAL STORES 






































10-1 yr. Bridal Wreath 1 
8-2-3 ft. Baby Chinese Elms 1 
4-Bittersweet Vines 1. 
51 ater -Colo. Blue — y 





Farm Catalog Free 


FaReR SEED & NURSERY CO. 
100 Fourth St., Faribault, Minn. 
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ARMED T Pioneer 
Poultry Batteries 


Production UW SI@iu Vp 
Complete line of Battery Equip- be 

ment for Chicks, Broilers, Pullets 
and Layers. Thousands are mak- 
ing money the ARNDT way. 
FREE Booklet tells the whole 
story. Write for it. 


Dept. 46 
M. H. ARNDT MFG. CO. Trenton, N. J. 
RRR SMR aR 

















Handiest power mower ever built 
—only one with easy one-hand con- 
trol—cuts 18” swaths; mows large 
lawns in quarter of time for eaipae 5¢ 
fuel cost. Quiet, easy starting 4 
motor; adjustable cutting che 
rubber tires. Easy terms. Model“D” 
$110, Model“S” shown, $89.50 


EVINRUDE [AWN-Boy 


* BEAUTIFUL LAWNS °c: 








zer and water. Full information FREE! 


7 maintain them with less labor, using less seed, fertili- 
ia Joseph Pick, 104 No. 15th St., Omaha, Nebr. 








per—that’s lots of fun—and make all 
my crisscross curtains. I love them! 
“Today I went downtown for the 
first time in three months (we live 
right up against these inspiring moun- 
tains) . . . stopped in the drugstore to 
wait for my husband, and right in 
front of me lay Better Homes & Gar- 
dens. | extravagantly dived into my 
purse for a thin dime, and settled down 
to‘renew old acquaintances. Did I have 
fun! First I read about the Quints. 
That was a nice article. The Plain 
Dirt Gardener tickled me as of yore. I 
have had three years of bitter and 
blessed experience since. Bitter because 
of gophers; blessed because of flowers 
and trees. My long, beautifully kept 
nails are a thing of the past; my hands 
are toil-worn, but most interested in 
finding out whether seed is going to 
grow up or not! It’s a shame to dig 
them up to see, but we wi// do it. What 
was it someone wrote—‘He who plants 
a seed beneath the sod, and expects to 
see it come thru the clod—believes in 
God.’ That isn’t right, but the idea is 
there. I must have a strong faith in 
God, because they certainly come up! 
“I was so absorbed in my old friend 
BH that I didn’t see my husband 
walking around the store several times 
looking for me. . . . Then I dashed 
home to get his lunch and couldn’t 
wait (have not even done the luncheon 
dishes!) to go on reading. There’s so 
much. In other magazines you look at 
the pictures and thrill at the color ads, 
but seldom do I just pore over them 
from cover to cover, jealously saving 
bits that are most interesting for last 
reading . . . I’m going to try Lily 
Strickland’s salad recipe for supper. 
“My wallpaper just came; blue for 
the front room—really lovely paper— 
and plain white for the east room and 
hall. Am painting the woodwork white, 
as the kitchen and bedroom. You 
should see them! Everyone just gasps 
—they’re lovely; and now I’m going to 
have some fun doing the bedrooms. I 
got white scrim for the blue room 
(crisscross), with round ball fringe in 
blue; peach for the white room. ... 
“You can tell the Plain Dirt Gar- 
dener I’ll bet I can put him to shame 
when it comes to raising zinnias!” 
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Horse in His 
Gen & Garden? 
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SurE! He pastures it there! 

It whinnies to him (so says Wain- 
wright Evans), crops the turf, keeps 
down the weeds, nibbles at the bar- 
berry hedge, wades the pool, basks 
in the sun, and when the sun gets 
too hot, slips into the shade of the 
old apple tree! 

What kind of a horse is this! 

Ah—it’s the kind you like to ride, 
and the man who owns him is an 
interesting celebrity you’ve heard 
lots about. It’s all explained in next 
month’s Better Homes & Gardens. 


SONG == DESTROY 


> INSECTS 


BIRDS cae 


@ Joseph H. Dodson, America's foremost 
bird authority and builder of bird sanctuaries, 
says, “Birds will rid your premises of in- 
jurious, annoying insects—codling moths, 
cut worms, larvae, etc. One martin will con- 
sume 2,000 or more mosquitoes a day. At- 
tract birds with my houses. Since | was a 
child, birds have been my hobby. Now | am 
devoting my entire time to writing, giving 
lectures and radio talks on birds and their 
value. My bird house business has never 
been conducted solely for profit.” 





28-Room r 

Martin ce” 
“Cottage” < “iN 

26” high (a = 





$18.00 
f. o. b. Kankakee 
Other sizes to $85.00 


Because of the peculiar interior construction 
of Dodson Martin Houses, being perfectly 
ventilated without draft, they rarely if ever 
fail to attract these valuable birds. 


Everywhere Dodson Bird 
Houses are recognized as the 
finest made. There is a model 
for every desirable bird. 


Send for free catalog or 10c for 
a copy of “Your Bird Friends 
and How to Win Them’’. 32 


pages of interesting bird facts. 


JOSEPH H. DODSON CO. 
721 HARRISON AVE. - KANKAKEE, ILL. 











mH WATER 
Aa 


HINK over the number and variety 
of pumps required in modern farm- 
ing practice. The quality, durability and 


eficiency of those pumps plays an impor- 
tant part in your profits. Even a hand 
pump that goes out of commission can 
cost time, annoyance and expense. For 
nearly seventy years, American farmers 
8 have testified to the reliability of MYERS 
high-grade pumping equipment. The 
MYERS line includes Water Systems to 
meet all conditions: Hand Pumps of 
every wanted style; Self-Oiling Power 
Pumps; Pump Jacks; Sump Pumps for 
cellar drainage; Spray Pumps of all kinds, 
from small hand outfits to the largest 
power rigs; Hay Unloading Tools and 
Door Hangers. 








logs and the name of our 
nearest dealer. 





ae Se Se eee ee = 7 
THE F. E. MYERS & BRO. c oO. 
327 Fourth Street Ashland, Ohio 
Send free information on items checked and 
name of your nearest dealer. 





Water Systems. ...0 Centrifugal Pumps ..O 
Hand Pumps..... O). Hand Sprayers..... Oo 
Power Pumps ....0 — Sprayers ....0 
Pump Jacks. ..... O Hay Unloading Tools. O 
Sump Pumps..... O DoorHangers..... 0 
Name — 
Address a 7 
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ALONG THE 


**—<all sorts of perennial 
shoots pop up in it 


75 PERCENT 
OF THE SECRET 


Nor long ago I had oc- 
casion to check the time 
consumed in cultivating 
the 200 feet of finished 
border in my Long Is- 
land garden. It was just 
under an hour. 

Now that’s pretty 
good going. The border 
averages some 6 feet in Nr: 
width. All sorts of perennial shoots are popping up in it. 
Consequently, in manipulating even the fastest of mod- 
ern tools, a certain finesse is indicated. The job can’t 
successfully be tackled in the spirit 
of a one-armed paper hanger with the 
hives. In view of the required deli- 
cacy and carefulness, to cover that 
much territory in less than 60 min- 
utes—if not a course record—is cer- 
tainly a stroke or two under par. 

Naturally, members of The Week- 
End Gardeners’ League are keen to 
discover methods whereby energy 
may be conserved. Cluster round, 
then, and make yourselves comfort- 
" able, while I let you in on a hand- 

some proportion of the secret of ra- 
pidity in garden toil. 

The hours that I now gain can be traced to sweat lav- 
ishly poured out years ago. A painstaking past insures a 
peaceful present. The reason the border can be mani- 
cured at such streamline rates today is because, many 
seasons back, the soil was put into splendid mechanical 
condition; and, by consistent tillage and subsequent ad- 
dition from time to time of peatmoss and other organic 
materials, has been so maintained. A scuffle hoe or fin- 
ger-type cultivator, in soil of such amiable texture, 
meets with co-operation rather than resistance. 

Did you ever stop to consider what soil is? It’s inter- 
esting, living stuff, you know—not merely a compound 
employed as a symbol of immaturity by small boys. 
Topsoil is the thin upper crust of the earth’s surface. By 
action of sun and rain and by inclusion of matter which 
once possessed life—organic matter, both vegetable and 
animal—it has been rendered capable of supporting a 
crop. Subsoil is the stratum, usually lighter in color, be- 
neath it. The main difference between the two lies in the 
subsoil’s organic lack. Subsoil has been defined as rot- 
ting rock, and topsoil as rotting subsoil. 

If you should examine under a powerful microscope a 
pinch of soil, what you’d see would somewhat resemble 
a pile of marbles. These marbles would be the soil- 
grains, bits of rock which might vary in size from the 
finest particles of clay to coarse sand or gravel. Mixed 
in with them would be bits of organic matter. Between 
them would be atmosphere, like the air we humans take 
into our lungs, except that it includes more 
carbon dioxide and nitrogen; and water, con- 
taining chemicals. Also, living in the com- 
post would be tiny organisms, the bacteria. 

In all good soils these five things are pres- 
ent. All of them are important. The size of 
the soil-grains largely determines the con- 
sistency of the soil. If they’re too small, it 
packs; if they’re too large, moisture is lost 
overreadily. Organic matter helps soil hold 
water and lightens and aerates it as well. 


(pecda Path 


WITH THE WEEK-END GARDENER 


ILLUSTRATIONS ALSO BY THE WEEK-END GARDENER 


Air, as well as water, 
must be at hand so that 
roots may breathe and 
bacteria may be busy 
breaking down organic 
tissue into forms con- 
vertible to plant use. The 
soil solution carries the 
liquid diet upon which 
plants thrive. 

Accordingly, we at- 
tempt to build up in our 
gardens a rich loam, si- 
multaneously heavy 
enough to hold water and 
light enough to hold air. The physical attributes of soil, 
you see, are more vital to the gardener than its chemical 
properties. The average soil contains most of the ele- 
ments needed for plant growth. With the land in what 
farmers call “‘good heart,” those elements will be avail- 
able. If there are chemical deficiencies—and there may 
be in nitrogen, phosphorus, or potash, and other ele- 
ments—an application of complete plant food is a sim- 
ple, and usually an immediate, cure. 

Some fashioners of gardens are extremely slow and 
methodical in their soil-conditioning. I confess I lean 
to that school myself. But, really, the rules of the game 
boil down to two: (1) dig deeply, and (2) add humus. 
That’s all there is to it. If the land on which either a 
vegetable or flower garden is being made is halfway 
decent, it will react to those two funda- 
mentals as amazingly as-an old bachelor 
responds to a debutante’s smiles. 

Digging is as old as the Garden of 
Eden, as unavoidable as taxes. It breaks 
up compacted earth, separates soil parti- 
cles, makes possible thereby the increased 
retention of moisture, and lets in air to 
stimulate bacteria. The farther down we 
loosen the soil and add to it humus-mak- 
ing materials, the lower will hungry roots 
tend to penetrate, the greater the food 
area they'll tap, and the more protected 
from the blistering August suns will be 
your plant companions. 

Humus is decaying vegetative matter. 4 
We introduce it in the form of leafmold; 
or a green crop (like rape or red clover) 
turned under when young and succulent; or the flower- 
gardener’s pal, peatmoss. If the soil is too sandy, humus 
will thicken it. If it contains too much clay, humus will 
make it looser. It’s a miracle-worker, all right. Before 
long, you’ll find it has turned your unpromising ground 
into a substance, which, under average rainfall, will 
hold its shape when you squeeze a handful and pul- 
verize when you toss a ball of it against your trowel. 
Humus and deep digging will create for you, in short, 
that priceless horticultural product—good garden loam. 

There are times, admittedly, when existing soil is so 
uncompromising that there’s nothing to do but discard 
it and haul in fresh topsoil. Sometimes a whole bed may 

have to be imported. More likely, tho, 
planting a single specimen—a magnolia, 
perhaps, or a choice yew—will call for such 
treatment. A generous hole, a thick layer of 
new soil beneath and around the root-ball, 
a thoro soaking—and that’s that. 

Time spent in spring preparation is time 
saved on summer cultivation. Leap to it, 
then, while the world is new and the mood 
is upon you. Seize your spade, seed of 
Adam; thrust straight and dig deep! 


“A scuffle hoe meets 


withco-operation’ 


Betrer Homes & Garpens, April, 1938 
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READ HOW MUCH MORE YOU GET IN THE 


1930 PLYMOUTH 


IMPORTANT FACTS 


Today the leading low-priced cars cost 


about the same_but there are many im- 
portant differences in engineering_in 
the advantages Plymouth alone offers. 





NEW COMFORT. Sitting in a new 1938 Plymouth is like 
relaxing in an armchair in your home. It’s the roomiest 
of the leading low-priced cars...and the deep-cushioned 
seats are ‘‘chair-high’’—which means that you sit in a 
comfortable, natural posture. 

The new 1938 Plymouth has airplane-type shock-ab- 
sorbers tusoak up bumps...‘‘live’’ rubber body mountings 
to block out vibration...‘‘radio studio’’ sound - proofing. 


LOWER UPKEEP. Piymouth’s finer engineering saves 
you money in 3 separate ways. (1) Owners report 18 to 24 
miles per gallon on gas...record savings on oil. (2) You 
save on every kind of upkeep because of Plymouth’s 
many “‘long-life’’ features. (3) And you save also through 
Plymouth’s higher resale value. 


FINER PERFORMANCE. All Plymouth models have a 
powerful, 82-horsepower ‘‘L-head’’ engine which has the 
super-high compression of 6.7 to 1 on ordinary gas. 





5-PASSENGER - 


SEDAN 
(itMustrated here) 


‘685 


Detroit delivered price. 
Other Plymouth models 
are priced as low as $645. 
And Plymouth prices 
INCLUDE ALL FED- 
ERAL TAXES. State, 
local taxes not included. 
Be sure to see and drive 
this beautiful 1938 Plym- 
outh before you make a 
decision on any car. 


TUNE IN MAJOR BOWES’ 
AMATEUR HOUR, COLUM- 
BIA NETWORK, THURS- 
DAYS,9 TO 10 P. M.,E.S.T. 


INVEST IN “THE CAR 
THAT STANDS UP BEST” 




















Aluminum alloy pistons give it brilliant performance... 
and Plymouth Floating Power engine mountings ac- 
count for its amazing smoothness. 


STANDS UP BEST. The new Plymouth gives you more 
miles for your car dollar ...longer car-life...greater sat- 
isfaction every mile you drive. 

Features like the Hypoid rear axle...silent,chain-driven 
camshaft...massive X-braced frame...roller-bearing uni- 
versal joints... help make Plymouth ‘‘stand up best.”’ 


EASIER TO DRIVE. There’s a thrill in Plymouth’s fast- 
er steering, easier handling. Be sure you drive a new 
Plymouth before you buy a new car! 
Clutch pressure is greatly reduced. The handbrake is 
up under the instrument panel within easy reach. 
There’s no center-post to obstruct the windshield. And 
the front seat rises when you move it forward. 


MORE SAFETY. Sure, safe stopping is most important 
in a car today. Plymouth’s self-equalizing, double-ac- 
tion hydraulic brakes are the safest type made. Plym- 
outh’s body is all steel. ..and the interior is Safety Styled 
... with controls recessed into the instrument panel... 
the back of the front seat rolled and padded. All Plymouth 
models offer Safety Glass without extra cost. 


DRIVE IT! You’ll be amazed when you drive this new 
Plymouth. You can’t know today’s low-priced car values 
unless you have driven this big 1938 Plymouth. Tele- 
phone any Dodge, De Soto or Chrysler dealer for a dem- 
onstration. No obligation. PLymMoutTH DIvISION oF CuRYS- 
LER CORPORATION, Detroit, Michigan. 








PLYMOUTH BUILDS GREAT CARS 
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ACROSS THE S bine DESK 


The Picture on the Cover: “Pansies for thoughts”... Bridal Wreath in 
snowy cascades .. . lilting May sunshine . . anda charming little lady in 
a transplanting mood! If you can resist her you’re a better man than I am, 
Mr. Din. And just to save you a stamp, that’s not a bed of popcorn or even 
of babysbreath on which she kneels—lightly, I hope—but a crushed-rock 
garden path, soon to be completely bordered by the wise little faces of 
velvet-petaled pansies. 


JuNiIoR doesn’t turn up his nose at spinach anymore. It’s his favorite 
vegetable! This is the tradition-shaking fact disclosed recently in New 
York City when the results of a questionnaire filled out by 22,416 boys and 
girls between 6 and 16 were tabulated. Spinach was a close second with 
the girls, too... . What a tribute to our great canned-foods industry, in- 
cluding, especially, America’s strained-vegetables-for-babies industry, and 
to Popeye! 


> pb p My friend Tom Wallace, editor of the Louisville Times, has 
discovered, in the mountain town of Pikeville, Kentucky, near the Trail 
of the Lonesome Pine, a bank that maintains extensive gardens from which 
come flowers for the bank and bouquets for depositors. 

The bank also holds flower shows to encourage beautification of Pike- 
ville (population 4,000), and gives away hollyhock seed. Last year it gave 
away 5,000 packages of it. 

Increasing numbers of businessmen are recognizing that flowers pay 
them dividends in dollars and cents. 


> bp pe Physicians of St. Louis for several months have asked the Mis- 
souri Botanical Garden of that city for fresh leaves from its tropical col- 
lection of aloe, the common houseplant. 

The large leaves, which contain a copious supply of viscous fluid, are 
being used to treat severe X-ray and radium burns. The fresh leaves are 
split and their gelatinous inner surface applied directly to the burn, re- 
lieving the pain immediately. 

Healing properties of aloe leaves came to the attention of the medical 
profession thru their use in Florida as a home remedy for severe sunburn. 
But I’m told the aloe is an old, old remedy used by the Mexicans. 


> pb Pp Double-feature movie programs are described by Samuel Gold- 
wyn, film producer, as harmful to the health of children, as inducing 

gambling—thru the so-called “‘bank night,” | suppose—and forcing pro- 
duction of deliberately mediocre pictures. 

Dr. Herman N. Bundesen, well-known health writer and president of 
the Chicago board of health, says that our prolonged dose of the double 
feature is a detriment to the health of everyone. 

Parents can eliminate the double feature promptly in their communities 
if thru their clubs, especially thru their Parent-Teacher Association, they 
make their demands known. In some parts of the country such agitation 
has already been felt, and exhibitors have responded with a return to sin- 
gle features. As buyers we get just about what we demand. 


> > > Under * “Magazine Features That Wouldn’t Be Missed,” Walter 
Winchell says, “About the time you're beginning to rely on a mag to tell 
you how to grow dahlias, it junks the series in favor of some new candid 
camera angles on Martha Raye.” 

You looked at the wrong magazine, Walter. Why don’t you read your 
Better Homes & Gardens? 


> bp p Seven trees planted a century ago by Thomas Jefferson himself 
on his estate at Monticello, Virginia, are being saved by a number of 
“emergency operations” which correspond quite closely to “human” 
surgery as practiced today in our modern hospitals. 

Infected areas in the trees are found by probing the bark. Sides of in- 
cisions then made aren’t held back with clamps, as in human surgery, but 
the same objective is reached by painting the sides of the incisions with 
shellac; this also acts as an antiseptic in preventing harmful fungus cells 
in the air from lodging in the openings. Finally rubber blocks serving the 
same purpose as sutures employed by surgeons are used to close incisions. 

Many other old trees on the grounds of the Jefferson estate are also being 
“operated upon,” for they, like the house itself, are a national shrine. 


It’s to be hoped that the success of the unusual methods employed at 
Monticello will bring their more widespread use to 
save the lives of other historically significant trees 
thruout America. . 
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Gifts tied with silver ribbon, son The frog (We called him Winky!) and | \ 
id Bring back in memory An ancient Indian dart— 
The treasures that your chubby hands Along with all the good things in 


7% Ziad Used to lift up to me: A small boy's loving heart. 

rth 

-¥ \ 
" The crumpled clover blossoms that Oh gifts in silver ribbon, son, 

~ You picked for me each day; Are prized the whole world over, 


The little string of minnows, son, But down the years | trace the scent 
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ave That time you ran away; Of fragrant crumpled clover! 


—Rachel Albright 


Betrer Homes & Garpens, May, /938 
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THE LD laf V OF A PLAIN DIRT GARDENER 


By Harry R. O’Brien 


CARICATURES BY TOM CARLISLE 


\ 


Right after 
May / breakfast this 
Saturday morning we 
finished lawn-mowing 
and then the whole 
family went downtown 
to buy things. We are 
planning a trip to the 
Pacific Coast this sum- 











tM 


“- 


‘Maggie measured them; | took pictures” mer. It will be six weeks 


before we leave but 
everybody is all excited about it. David wanted “a pair of 
pants, Daddy; something likeexplorers or Boy Scoutswear.” 
He has visions of roughing it in the mountains. Maggie 
wanted a new traveling bag, and so on. 

Back home, the horticultural news is that the row of 
nasturtiums David planted is up. The little plants need 
weeding, by now. But that isn’t half as exciting as sowing 
the seed was. I suppose, if they’re weeded, I’ll have to do it. 


MA, 2 The time of year has arrived when I go about the 
ay garden with notebook, making a record of what 
is in bloom. There are bluebells, white shadbush, single 
and double Russian violets, and the two saxifrage twins, 
cordifolia and crassifolia. These have 
clusters of pink blooms on thick succu- 
lent stems above the broad glossy 
leaves of the plants. I never can tell 
the difference between the two. Maybe » 
a botanist could. They grow in front of 
border or rock gardens, in sun or in 
some shade. 


M 3 Today Donald becomes 13 
ay years old and David becomes 
9, for it is their joint birthday. First 
thing this morning before school we led 





it away. I wasn’t in sight just then, but I heard him stop at 
the back door and thank Maggie for it. I thought it best to 
remain in absentia for the moment, to avoid cuss words. 


Maz 6 The call of our little ravine was stronger than 
Y % jawn mower or spade. So after school this eve- 
ning the boys and I put on old shoes and clothes and off we 
went with our cameras. Hepatica was gone and no Blood- 
root could we find. But there were the little anemones, floor 
of ravine carpeted with blue, yellow, and white violets, and 
other things of spring. David set to work repairing the dam 
across the little brook. Donald and I took pictures, by 
different paths. 

“Daddy, what kind of a wildflower is this?” I heard Don- 
ald call about 15 minutes later. I looked thru the trees and 
saw something lavender about 10 inches tall. I came run- 
ning. It was a good colony of the little wild phlox of spring, 
Phlox divaricata. | had never found it in our ravine before. 
We found another large colony near by. Nature must have 
brought it in. 


Ma 7 My double azalea, the only azalea I possess, is 
Y 7? in full and gorgeous purplish-lavender bloom 
right now. This has managed to get along and really is 
thriving. When I planted it several years ago I prepared 
the spot by mixing with our usual clay some fine sand and 
some peatmoss, together with three or four trowelsful of 
aluminum sulphate, which is the trade form of alum. This 
chemical acidifies the soil, which is an essential for success- 
ful growing of azaleas, rhododendrons, and other similar 
plants. I set my azalea in this mixture. 

Now once a year, usually in spring, 
I put about a trowelful of aluminum 
sulphate about this azalea and dig it in. 
Sometimes I give it another application 
in the fall. The azalea doesn’t have 
shade but it is protected on the north 
and west by higher shrubbery. Maybe 
this all isn’t the way the book says, but 
it seems to work. I bought my alumi- 
num sulphate from a near-by landscape 
nurseryman. 


the boys out to their two posts in the “She began pulling a spray from my lilac” May 8 Saturday and the big chore 


garage where each birthday we stand 
‘em up, cut notches to record present height, and measure. 
There are those notches rising to represent the passing years. 

Maggie did the measuring while I took pictures of the 
process. I didn’t realize it until I developed the pictures to- 
night that Donald is taller than his mother. At least, that’s 
what the pictures show. It won’t be long now until he won’t 
be a boy anymore. A long description could be written 
about David’s party this afternoon. Or about how I wa- 
tered and looked after the annual seedlings now coming 
along in the seed frame. 

Then I cultivated the roses. These are now growing 
thriftily. Even the newly planted ones of this spring have 
broken out with their first leaves. I plant my roses in 
straight rows in the bed. This means that in the spring, and 
until they grow up, I can cultivate them with the wheel hoe. 
This I did. It may not be artistic but is a great saver of time. 


Ma 4 Played a dirty trick on John, my neighbor, this 
Y evening. He’s been making changes in his lawn 
and came over to borrow my roller. So with a smile on my 
face and a wicked grin on my soul, I pulled out our old 
family behemoth and turned it over to him. Helped him pull 
it down to the front pavement, in fact. Even offered to help 
him over to his lawn. But no, he said he could manage it. 

I watched from afar, between turns at the lawn mower I 
was pushing myself, as he navigated up the pavement. | 
watched him pull it over his lawn. In a few minutes his wife 
came out and took hold. They both pulled. Then he gave up 
and came slowly dragging the old villain back here and put 


Betrer Homes & Garpens, May, 1938 





of the day was to sow a bed 
of annual’seeds in the open. This included nasturtiums and 
other large-seed plants and some things which don’t trans- 
plant well, as candytuft, Sweet Alyssum, and Ragged-robin. 
I used to sow my zinnias in a frame and transplant them, 
but a well-known seed grower told me they did better if not 
transplanted. So last year I sowed my zinnia seeds where I 
wanted the plants, thinned them after they came up and I 
never had better zinnias. So this is how I sowed zinnias, 
too, this afternoon. 


Ma II Last night’s paper said frost, so with aid of 
Y *! Nonald I put the sash cover back on my annual 
seedling frame. Sure enough, the ground was covered with 
white at early dawn this morning. It doesn’t seem tho that 
any damage has been done here. 

This afternoon a woman came in who introduced herself 
as a member of the XYZ garden club. As she was walking 
about, bless my soul if she didn’t reach up and begin pulling 
off a spray from the President Grevy hybrid French lilac 
at the front corner of the house. 

“Nobody will notice it, if I take it here,”’ said she as she 
bent and pulled away. 
And to think I won’t 
even let Maggie cut any 
of these for the house. 
Here I’ve worked for 
years to get those lilacs 
along so when they are 
in [| Turn to page 6¢ 













“The boys played horse, pulling the mower’’ 
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1. SAID THE SALESMAN TO THE LADY 
—‘‘The General Electric Oil Fur- 
nace burns oil in a new and better 
way which effects a saving of 
from 30 to 50% on fuel bills. That’s 
the most important reason for 
owning one!”’ 


2.“NO,” SAID THE LADY. “I think 
you are wrong. My neighbors tell 
me that the convenience of the 
G-E Oil Furnace is of first impor- 
tance. The amazing economy is 
simply an added advantage!”’ 





3. THE LADY IS RIGHT! The health 
and safety of the family—the 
cleanliness of the home—the time 
and labor-saving advantages of a 
heating system are of first con- 
sideration—always, 


GAS, TOO! If you prefer gas as fuel, 
investigate the advantages of the G-E 
Gas Furnace and G-E Gas Winter- 
Air Conditioner. Small down pay- 
ment—as long as 36 months to pay on 
General Electric Automatic Heating 
Equipment! 
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GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 
Aulemalie Healing and An Conditoning 


OIL FURNACES + GAS FURNACES - WINTER AND SUMMER AIR CONDITIONING 








RIGHT 


BEFORE YOU DECIDE—LISTEN TO THE G-E STORY 


OU save on fuel bills with a General 
Electric Oil Furnace. But—that’s 
only a part of the story! 
You get a glorious sense of freedom, 
new leisure and complete relief from 
heating and hot water worries. 


Greater Comfort and Peace of Mind 


You live all day in an even, healthy 
temperature. And your General Electric 
Oil Furnace saves you energy by asking 
for a minimum of attention. 

You never need to make a single trip 
to the cellar, unless you want to. For the 
General Electric Oil Furnace is com- 
pletely automatic; it even oils itself! 


And you get an abundance of hot 
water where and when you want it, the 
year ’round. 


Free Literature — Free Advice 


There is a General Electric distributor in 
your community who is a specialist in 
heating and air conditioning equipment. 
Consult with him. He will gladly 
make a free survey of your home and 
advise the type of equipment best suited 
to your needs. Phone the General 
Electric distributor today (see classified 
directory under Air Conditioning, Oil 
Burners or Gas Furnaces), or mail the 
coupon for free literature. 













NE 
<i Conditioning Dept, 3 
Div. 3114, Bloomfield, N. J- 
Please send me, 
regarding the 
( Oil Furnace 
(0 Gas Furnace 


RAL ELECTRIC COMPANY 


without cost or obligation, literature 


1 Electric a 
aie. (— Oil Winter-Air Conditioner 


(] Gas Winter-Air Conditioner 


(J) Summer Air Conditioning Equipment 




















IT’S News TO ME! 


Tue wise and easy time to mothproof 
wool-upholstered furniture,” says Better 
Homes & Gardens’ Helen Homer, adept at 
homekeeping, “is before moths arrive. One 
way is to use at least a half-gallon of Larvex 
on a 3-piece furniture suite, thoroly saturat- 
ing the furniture’s wool covering as if you 
were painting or dyeing it. And here’s a 
labor-saving trick in keeping with the im- 
portance of cleaning first, and then moth- 
proofing: 

“After you’ve thoroly dusted the uphol- 
stering with a hand vacuum or your electric 
cleaner’s dusting tool, hitch a sprayer* de- 
signed for use with an electric cleaner to 
your vacuum cleaner and let electricity do 
the spraying! Just fill the pint-jar size spray- 
er (as sketched) with Larvex, attach the 
sprayer to your vacuum cleaner’s blowing 
tool, and turn on the cleaner’s motor! Go 


*Inquire of your vacuum-cleaner dealer for such 
a& sprayer, or ask in paint stores. One suitable 
sprayer, selling for $2.25, is made by The Utility 
Products Co., 2104 Superior Ave., Cleveland, O. 





over the fabric inch by inch. Less than $2 
worth of Larvex will prevent moth damage 
to a 3-piece furniture suite.” 

And that, Nick and I agree, is a task to 
complete before vacation summer days, for 
peace-of-mind assurance against the mighty 


moth! 


Ans Joy O/20n 





* This razor-type knife (Sketch 1), for the 
home tool kit, cuts rope, fiber board, and oil- 
cloth, and opens heavy cardboard boxes. Five 
cutting razors come tucked in its plump, hol- 
low handle, to be long-lasting, replaceable 
blades. [ No. 7299, 75 cents, Stanley Tools, New 
Britain, Conn. | 


¢ Bottle a plant name and the planting data 
in the corked vial (2) that’s a water-tight 
plant-marker, soil- and vermin-proof. Its 18- 
inch galvanized steel wire shaft bends agree- 
ably to any angle. [ Seeco, 5 cents each in 
stores, or postage paid on 2 dozen, Seed Filter & 
Mfg. Co., 343 Broadway, New York City | 


*Live charcoal broils the steaks with this 
vertical outdoor fireplace grate (3) that you 
can build in or use as portable equipment in a 
picnic stove of your own design. By hanging 
wire grills on the grate’s side hooks, steaks 
broil vertically, with little watching, while 
coffee perks and potatoes fry over the same 
charcoal! [| Broiloaster grate, 14 x 34% x 9 inches 
high, $1.95 in stores or plus parcel post on 15 
pounds; /ong-handle steak grills, 45 cents each 
plus parcel post on 2 pounds; leaflet of 8 fire- 
place designs, 10 cents; The Majestic Co., 
Huntington, Ind. | 
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BETTER FOODS AND EQUIPMENT 


Helen Homer 


BETTER GARDENS 





¢ For a room that seems sparsely furnished or 
to make a window’s draperies especially luxu- 
rious and important, the curved extension rod 
(4) is rounded from the center wall and gives 
an appearance of depth that almost suggests a 
recessed window. [ 2)4- or 4-inch projection; 
31-inch rod extends to 48 inches; about 55 
cents in stores, Kirsch Co., Sturgis, Mich. ] 


* Here’s a folding chair (5) for stoop-squat 
garden work or to rest you a moment now 
and then on a garden-club tour. It’s carried 
cane-like, weighs but 2 pounds, and, made of 
wood with metal bracings, holds even a heavy 
fellow. [ Restmor Cane in your stores or $1 
postpaid, Saco Mfg. Co., Milan, Mich. ] 


*Safe for camps and suburban homes off the 
city sewer lines, a type of sewage disposal 
system (6) is more easily installed because it 
requires less excavating. In use, any obstruc- 
tion which might clog the entrance te its main 
tank can be reached from above ground, with- 
out any digging, thru the air-intake pipe. Its 
metal drain pool substitutes for a large drain- 
age area. [ San-Equip Master Septic Tank, 2 
home sizes, $29.50 and $38 plus installation 
cost, San-Equip Inc., Syracuse, N. Y.] 


*Now toddlers can slip into the family diet 
by way of canned foods for young children. 
These chopped vegetables and fruits have a 
middle-between texture, coarser than canned 
strained foods for babies, yet more uniform 
than the family’s vege tables mashed. There are 
also two soups—v egetable and liver. [| Clapp’s, 
1% pints, 2 for about 25 cents, Harold H. Clapp, 
Inc., Rochester, i 


*A few hours spent studying the charts in 
the booklet Meat in Menu Planning will make 
the bride very knowing of meat cuts. It’s a 
handbook, too, of meat cookery, with menu 
plans to inspire the experienced homemaker, 
as well. { Send a 3-cent stamp to National Live 
Stock and Meat Board, 407 S. Dearborn St., 
Chicago | 


*Spiral-shaft nails that drive in with a ham- 
mer, but hold like a screw, come in sizes for 
all manner of uses in remodeling or building. 
Flooring manufacturers praise them for laying 
floors less likely to squeak. [ He/yx drive screw 
nails, The Hillwood Mfg. Co., 21700 St. 
Clair Ave., Cleveland, Ohio ] 


*For a vegetable plot in the small garden, 
Paul Frese says some varieties take but little 
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space. The Bison tomato grows only 18 to 24 
inches high. He also names the Nantes carrot 

Golden Acre cabbage, and the Little Marvel pea. 
A small bushing squash is the Fordhook Bush. 
| Bison tomato in seed stores or, for informa- 
tion, write Northrup, King & Co. , Minneapo- 
lis, Minn. The others are from all seedsmen or 


W. Atlee Burpee Co., Philadelphia, Pa. | 

* In time to freshen your summer cottage, or 
for other use, washable fiber window shades 
are news, and cost only 35 cents each complete 
with roller and brackets, in stores. Both sides 
have an oil finish that you can sponge clean 
with water and a mild soap, and shades in light 
tones are available. Brackets are of special 
design to avoid fraying or scuffing the shade 
as it rolls up and down. [ Clopay Washable, 
Clopay Corp., Cincinnati, Ohio ] 


* Would you like a sun deck over a porch or 
attached garage? As surface flooring for sun 
decks, John Normile suggests there’s an as- 
phalt- impregnated, weatherproof fiber board, 
in 2- x 4-foot sections, 4% inch thick. Put over 
the regular roofing, it’s durable, lightweight, 
and non-slippery. [ Promenade Traffic Top, 
about 17 cents a square foot unapplied, The 
Celotex Corp., 919 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago | 


* Now, like string beans, you can cook garden 
peas, pods and all, if you plant Sugarstick! 
This new sugar pea has edible pod, thick- 
fleshed—fiberless. [ 20 cents a packet, Henry 
A. Dreer, 116 Dreer Bldg., Philadelphia | 
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